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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL PRINCIPAL
BENCH, NEW DELHI

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 239/2024

IN THE MATTER OF:

News item titled '""What Challenges Are Kashmiri Wetlands Facing?"
appearing in Kashmir Life dated 02.02.2024

RESPONSE ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT No 4, i.e.,, CENTRAL
POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD (CPCB)

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH:

A. That I, in capacity of Scientist “E” of Central Pollution Control Board
(hereinafter referred to as “CPCB”), have made myself acquainted with
the facts and circumstances of the instant case due to the official capacity
as mentioned above and on the basis of available records, I am well
versed with the facts and circumstances of the matter and as such
competent & authorized to make this response on behalf of Respondent

No. 4.

B. That, I have read and understood the averments made in the news report,

now being considered as Original Application (hereinafter referred to as
“OA”) and at the outset it is respectfully submitted that all

averments/contentions/submissions made against the Answering



Respondent in the present OA are denied unless specifically admitted by
the Answering Respondent.

. That, CPCB is a statutory Board constituted under Section 3 of The

Water (Prevention and control) Act, 1974. It performs the functions under
The Water (Prevention and control) Act, 1974, The Air (Prevention and
control) Act, 1981 and The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.

REPLY ON MERIT:

ii.

iii.

1v.

1. This application has been registered suo motu on the basis of the news

item titled "What Challenges Are Kashmiri Wetlands Facing?" appearing
in Kashmir Life dated 02.02.2024, wherein following was directed by
Hon'ble Tribunal vide order dated 13.03.2024 that:

Para 5: Hence, we implead the following as respondents in the matter:

Jammu & Kashmir Pollution Control Committee through its Member

Secretary.
Jammu & Kashmir Wetland Authority through its Secretary.

Secretary, Forest, Ecology & Environment Department, Jammu &

Kashmir.
Member Secretary, Central Pollution Control Board.

Regional Officer, Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,
Chandigarh.



2. That the CPCB humbly submits that:

1i.

1il.

1v.

CPCB in association with State Pollution Control Boards &
Pollution Control Committees is assessing water quality of aquatic
resources in the Country under National Water Quality Monitoring

Programme (herein after referred as NWMP).

During the year 2023, 11 monitoring locations on 05 Ramsar sites
(Hygam Wetland, Shalbugh Wetland, Hokera Wetland, Wular Lake
& Mansar Lake) have been sanctioned to Jammu & Kashmir under
NWMP, henceforth, Jammu & Kashmir Pollution Control
Committee (herein after referred as JKPCC) was requested to
provide water quality data of 11 locations and it was also requested
to provide water quality data of other locations/wetlands which are
monitored by JKPCC but not sanctioned under NWMP, vide letter
dated 19/4/2024 (Annexure I).

In response, J&K Pollution Control Committee has submitted
analytical results of 11 monitored lakes/wetlands in Kashmir viz.,
Wular Lake, Anchar Lake, Dal Lake, Hokarsar Wetland, Manasbal
Lake, Shalibugh Wetland, Hygam Wetland, Freshkoori Wetland,
Kranchoo Wetalnd, Chatlam Wetalnd & Manibugh Wetalnd. The
analytical results for the month of March, 2024 and April, 2024 are

attached as Annexure II.

Based on the analytical results following observations are made:



Table 1: Status of water quality of wetlands in Kashmir

S.No. [Name of the|No of Status of water quality w.r.t Class B
water body |monitoring|(Outdoor  bathing-Organized) of
locations ([Designated Best Use (DBU) Water
Quality Criteria
1 |Wular Lake, 11 Analytical reports for the parameters pH,
Bandipora DO & BOD reveals that out of 11
monitoring locations, 02 locations are
not qualifying w.r.t class B of DBU
water quality criteria for the months of]
March & April, 2024
2 |Anchar 05 Analytical report for the parameters pH,
[Lake, DO & BOD reveals that out of 05
Srinagar monitoring locations, 03 locations are
not qualifying w.r.t class B of DBU|
water quality criteria for the month of
April, 2024
3 |Dal Lake, 24 Analytical reports for the parameters pH,
Srinagar DO & BOD reveals that out of 24
monitoring locations, none of the
location is qualifying w.r.t class B of
DBU water quality criteria for the
months of March & April, 2024
4 |Hokarsar 03 Analytical report for the parameters pH,
Wetland, DO & BOD reveals that out of 03
Srinagar/ monitoring locations, 02 locations are
Budgam not qualifying w.r.t class B of DBU
water quality criteria for the month of]




April, 2024

Pampore

Manasbal 03 Analytical report for the parameters pH,

Lake, DO & BOD reveals that all the locations

Ganderbal are qualifying w.r.t class B of DBU]
water quality criteria for the month of
April, 2024

Shalibugh 03 Analytical report for the parameters pH,

Wetland, DO & BOD reveals that out of 03

Ganderbal monitoring locations, 02 locations are
not qualifying w.r.t class B of DBU]
water quality criteria for the month of
April, 2024

Hygam 03 Analytical report for the parameters pH,

Wetland, DO & BOD reveals that all the locations

Pampore are qualifying w.r.t class B of DBU]

Pulwama water quality criteria for the month of
April, 2024

Freshkoori 02 Analytical report for the parameters pH,

Wetalnd, DO & BOD reveals that none of the

Pampore locations is qualifying w.r.t class B of]

Pulwama DBU water quality criteria for the month|
of April, 2024

Kranchoo 03 Analytical report for the parameters pH,

Wetalnd, DO & BOD reveals that none of the

locations is qualifying w.r.t class B of




Pulwama DBU water quality criteria for the month|
of April, 2024
10 [Chatlam 03 Analytical report for the parameters pH,
Wetalnd, DO & BOD reveals that out of 03
Pampore monitoring locations, 02 locations are
Pulwama not qualifying w.r.t class B of DBU
water quality criteria for the month of]
April, 2024
11 [Manibugh 02 Analytical report for the parameters pH,
Wetalnd, DO & BOD reveals that none of the
Pampore locations is qualifying w.r.t class B of
Pulwama DBU water quality criteria for the month
of April, 2024

3. That , in view of the submissions made above, it is respectfully

submitted that this Answering respondent i.e. CPCB, shall abide by

any order(s) or direction(s) passed by this Hon’ble tribunal in the
instant OA.

Vishal Gandhi

Scientist —E’



BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI
ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 239/2024

IN THE MATTER OF:
News item titled '""What Challenges Are Kashmiri Wetlands Facing?"

appearing in Kashmir Life dated 02.02.2024

AFFIDAVIT

I Visliali Gandhi, working as Scientist 'E' in Central Pollution Control
Board, office at Parivesh Bhawan, East Arjun Nagar, Vishwas Nagar, Near
Karkardooma Court, Delhi- 110032, do hereby solemnly affirm and declare as
under:

1. That I, in capacity of Scientist ‘E’ of CPCB, have made myself
acquainted with the facts and circumstances of the instant case due to the
official capacity as mentioned above and on the basis of available
records, I am well versed with the facts and circumstances of the matter

and as such competent & authorized to affirm this response on behalf of

Respondent No. 4.

2. That, I have read and understood the averments made in the Original
Application and at the outset it is respectfully submitted that all
averments/contentions/submissions made in the present Application are

denied unless specifically admitted by the answering respondent and are

also borne out of available record of the case. W

) DEPONENT
L. . faema 7 / Vishal Gandhi
N.C.T. of 01:11';' dmf® ‘§ / Scientist E'
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VERIFICATION

| 2 1 MAY 2004
Verified at DELHI on this  day of May, 2024 that the contents of the above

reply affidavit are correct and true on the basis of the record of the case as

maintained in the day-to-day affairs of the CPCB. Nothing has been concealed

therefrom or mis-stated.

DEPONENT
arieh / Vishal Gandhi
! ﬁ A ,s o M'E'
§ i =S

sentral Poliution Control Boa rd
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Mo Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Gowt. of India)
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Central Pollution Control Board
Regional Directorate, Chandigarh
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(MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE, GOVT. OF INDIA)
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:

No: CPCB/RD/CHD/NGT/0% Dated: April 19, 2024

To,

Member Secretary

Jammu & Kashmir Pollution Control Committee (J&K PCC),
Parivesh Bhawan, Forest Complex,

Gladni, Narwal, Transport Nagar, Jammu

Jammu and Kashmir 180004

Subject: Requirement of Monitoring Data in compliance to the orders of Hon’ble NGT in OA No. 239
of 2024.

4]

n

This has reference to the Orders of Hon’ble National Green Tribunal dated 13/03/2024 in the
matter of OA No. 239 of 2024; News item titled "What Challenges Are Kashmiri Wetlands Facing?
appearing in Kashmir Life dated 02.02.2024”, wherein Hon’ble National Green Tribunal has directed
the respondents including CPCB, to file the response

In this regard, it is to inform that CPCB during the year 2023 sanctioned 11 monitoring
locations on 05 Ramsar sites under National Water Quality Monitoring Programme (NWMP) to J & K
PCC (Copy attached).

It is requested that monitoring data of the above 11 locations and also other
locations/wetlands monitored by J&K PCC, if any, may be provided to Central Pollution Control Board
at rdchandigarh.cpcb@nic.in and vishalgandhi.cpcb@nic.in, at the earliest possible.

It may kindly be treated as urgent, being a time-bound NGT Matter.

Yours faithfully,

oS>

(Gurnam Singh)
Regional Director

HHEATE T %, R e, $at 49 -, |vding -160047 v satea | Head Office
BSNL Telephone Exchange, 2nd Floor, Sector 49-C, Chandigarh-160047 wRaw wad, $5 I TR, et -110032
o/ Tel : 0172-2990360 Parivesh Bhawan, East Arjun Nagar, Delhi 110032
¥ awle-mail : rdchandigarh.cpcb@nic.in EPABX g / Tel.: 011-43102030, 22305792

JmardziWebsite:http/www.cpcb.nicBh



Annexure-l|
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Jammu and Kashmir Pollution Control Committee

v S Parivesh Bhavan, Forest Complox || Silk Factory Road
\ Ty Transport Nagar, Jammu, 180 006 Rajbagh, Srinagar, 100 008 Y

ARG
ARV
Tel-0191-2476927; mail - momborsecrelarykspeh@gmall.com “

The Regional Director
CPCB, Chandigarh

No.: JKPCC/Sc./0A-239/2024/342-963 Date: [0-05-2024

Sub: Regarding the requirement of monitoring data in compliance to the
orders of Hon’ble NGT in OA No. 239 of 2024.

Ref: Your Office letter No. CPCB/RD/CHD/NGT/05;dt.19.04.2024.

Sir,

Please reference to the subject & reference cited above. In this connection,
kindly find enclosed herewith monitoring data of Ramsar sites (11 locations) and

other wetlands / locations being monitored by J&K Pollution Control Committee for

further necessary action at your level.

Yours Sincerely,

b lelelevne

(GhanSham Singh) JKAS ID.S.H
Member Secretary
el

Copy to:

P.A to Chairman, J&K Pollution Control Committee for information of the
Chairman.
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Regional Director,
J&K Pollution Control Committee,
Kashmir.

J & K Pollution Control Committee
Shiekh-ul-Alam Complex Rajbagh Kashmir

NO:- PCC/ROK//W.Lab / 24-25/ 13

Dated:- 30/04/2024

Subject: - Hon’ble NGT direction dt: 13/03/2024 in Suo Motu matter in re: News items appearing in

Kashmir Life dated : 02/02/2024 Entitled
Ref. no JKPCC/SC/0A-239/2024/899-

Sir,

various Lakes/wetlands of Kashmir

“What challenges are Kashmiri Wetlands Facing”
901 dated 30/03/2024

With regard to the matter captioned in the subject kindly find attached herewith Analysis reports of

Physio-chemical parameters is as under:-

division.The water quality status of these wetlands in respect of various

S.no | Name of Water No. of | Status of water Quality in terms of Class,B (Organized outdoor
Body Monitoring Bathing)water quality criteria CPCB
locations
1 Wular Lake 11 The test analysis reports for the months of March and April 2024
Bandipora reveal that out of 11 monitoring locations two locations viz .Garoora
and Zalwan do not qualify class B water quality criteria .
2 Anchar Lake 05 The test analysis reports for the months of April 2024 reveal that
Srinagar out of 05 monitoring locations three locations do not qualify class
B water quality criteria
9 Dal lake 24 The test analysis reports for the months of March and April 2024
Srinagar reveal that out of 24 monitoring locations none of the location
qualify class B water quality criteria
4, Hokarsar wetland 03 The test analysis reports for the months of April 2024 reveal that
Srinagar/Budgam out of 03 monitoring locations 2 locations do not qualify class B
water quality criteria
5 Manasbal lake 03 The test analysis reports for the months of April 2024 reveal that all
Ganderbal monitoring locations qualify class B water quality criteria
6. Shalibugh wetland 03 The test analysis reports for the months of April 2024 reveal that
Ganderbal out of 03 monitoring locations 2 locations do not qualify class B
water quality criteria
i Hygam wetland 03 The test analysis reports for the months of April 2024 reveal that all
Pampore Pulwama monitoring locations qualify class B water quality criteria
8. Freshkoori 02 The test analysis reports for the months of April 2024 reveal that
Pampore Pulwama none of the locations qualify class B water quality criteria
9. Kranchoo 03 The test analysis reports for the months of April 2024 reveal that
Pampore Pulwama none of the locations qualify class B water quality criteria
10 Chatlam 03 The test analysis reports for the months of April 2024 reveal that
Pampore Pulwama out of 03 monitoring locations 2 locations do not qualify class B
water quality criteria
I1. | Manibugh 02 The test analysis reports for the months of April 2024 reveal that
Pampore Pulwama none of the locations qualify class B water quality criteria

Submitted for favour of information and further necessary action please.

Enclosure:- 10 sheets

Yours Faithfully

—Rdn

I/C Water lab”
Srinagar
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J&K Pollution Control committee
Office of The Regional Director — Kashmir
Shiekh-ul-Alam Complex Rajbagh Kashmir
Analysis Report
Physico Chemical Characteristics of Wular Lake for the Month of March, 2024

Date of Sampling:-05/03/2024

S/ 5 Amm T
N |Sampling Air Water Condu Phosph |Nitroge |Sulphat [Hardnes Magnesi|Alkalinit Turbidit
O |spots Temp |[Temp |pH ctivity |TDS DO COD |[BOD |ate n e s Calcium |um y Chloride|y
1|Saderkot: 4048 | 10.0 9.5 8.11 196 104 9.8 34.7 3.0 ] 0.119 | 0.708 | 21.51 [ 150.0 | 26.45 | 2041 | 60.0 | 28.0 8.0
2|Banwari 18.0 10.0 | 7.86 171 90 100 | 27.8 25 0.075 [ 0.504 | 5.75 | 150.0 | 36.07 | 14.58 | 74.0 | 20.0 6.0
Nadihal(Erin
3(Nallah): 3266 1801 12.1 | 7.16 104 55 10.0 | 27.8 25 10.112]10.558| 11.66] 146.0 | 26.65| 5.83 | 46.0 | 220 | 11.0
4|Zalwan: 4049 125 1°11.8 | 7.71 179 126 9.5 36.5 3.7 [0.146] 0402 ] 13.18 ] 140.0 | 41.68| 874 | 96.0 | 24.0 6.0
5[Ashtingoo 15 129 | 7.84 139 98 10 33.0 2.8 10.126] 0.498 | 20.30 | 120.0 | 33.66 | 8.74 | 80.0 | 24.0 7.0
Kanibath:
6(3265 13 10 7.84 142 100 9.9 33.0 29 10.102) 0918 ] 21.36 ] 140.0 | 40.88| 9.23 | 56.0 | 26.0 6.0
7|Watlab: 3264 12.6 9 8.1 196 138 10.0 129.56 | 2.5 ]0.102 [ 0.588 | 27.87 | 184.0 | 50.50 | 14.09| 88.0 26.0 5.0
8| Ningli: 3263 13.1 11.2 | 8.15 | 223 159 9.8 26.0 24 10.113)0.504 | 31.81 | 170.0 | 45.69 | 13.60| 92.0 | 24.0 5.0
9|Garrora 19.5 8 7.50 | 273 145 94 |3825| 4.0 |0.143|0.498 | 39.84 | 152.0| 48.09| 7.77 | 740 32.0 8.0
# | Hathlangoo 11.8 07 8.10 | 212 142 9.2 26.0 25 101231 0.642 ] 22.57 | 230.0 | 48.09 | 26.73| 98.0 | 240 | 12.0
# | Tulbagh 136 | 11.0 | 7.75 174 123 8.9 27.8 3.0 [0.146 | 0.816 | 32.72 | 206.0 | 46.49 | 21.87| 80.0 | 24.0 6.0
Primary water quality
criteria for Bathing ( | ¥ 6.5-8.5|_ = >5mg/l |_ <3mg/l |_ = = = = = = = =
class B)
->All Values are in mg/l except pH, ,turbidity & Temperature.
Samples collected by officials of Wular Development Authority lg.ﬂ
Analyzed by I/C Water lab

o
N\
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PCC

Physico Chemical Characteristics of Wular Lake for the Month of A

Date of Sampling:-22/04/2024

J&K Pollution Control committee
Office of The Regional Director — Kashmir
Shiekh-ul-Alam Complex Rajbagh Kashmir

Analysis Report

pril, 2024

>/
4 T
N [Sampling Air Water Condu Phosph |[Amm  |Sulphat |Hardnes Magnesi|Alkalinit Turbidit
O |spots Temp |Temp |pH ctivity |TDS DO COD |BOD |ate Nit e s Calcium [um y Chloride|y
1|Saderkot: 4048 21.0 20| 8.44( 205.0] 108.0 9.0 26.1 22| 0.119| 0.66] 27.87 110f 34.46] 5.83] 80.0] 220/ 13.0
2(Banwari 20 18] 8.35] 191.0] 101.0 7.7| 28.03 2.4] 0.074] 1.152 5.3 140] 10.08] 9.72] 100.0] 18.0] 10.0
Nadihal(Erin ;
3[Nallah): 3266 18.2] 19.5] 8.08] 72.0] 40.0| 10.0| 16.84 1.5] 0.068| 0.726/ 6.96 84| 20.04] 8126 46.0] 16.0] 22.0
4|Zalwan: 4049 25.5[ 21.5] 10.49| 118.0{ - 60.0 8.7] 20.55 2.2] 0.100f 0.69] 11.66 102 26.45] 8.74] 52.01 10.0 7.0
5|Ashtingoo 25 20 7.8] 143.01 76.0] 10.1] 18.69 2.0] 0.093| 0.834| 9.69 88| 28.85] 3.88] 78.0] 16.0 6.0
Kanibath:
6(3265 25 23 8.11 170.0] 90.0f 10.3] 26.16 3.0] 0.209( 0.768| 13.63 100] 32.86] 4.37| 96.0] 14.0 8.0
7|Watlab: 3264 22.1 16.9] 8.07] 172.0] 91.0 9.0] 18.69 2.0] 0.119] 0.768| 15.45 144| 40.88) 2091| 84.0] 16.0 6.0
8| Ningli: 3263 20 17.6] 8.02| 202.0] 106.0 7.5 16.82 1.5 0.12] 0.621| 19.08 110] 36.07| 4.86] 96.0[ 12.0 4.0
9|Garrora 191 17.5] 8.50[ 202.0] 106.0 9.5 24.29 2.6] 0.091 0.66] 28.33 120§ 35.27] - 3.77" 8440] 200 9.0
# | Hathlangoo 23.1 1921 8.11] 170.0{ 90.0 8.9] 16.82 2.0] 0.015] 0.864| 17.72 120{ 40.08) 4.86| 86.0] 12.0] 10.0
# | Tulbagh 25.00 20.01 8.11| 204.0] 107.0 7.3 20,55 2.1 0.157] 1.104] 18.02 132| 41.68 6.8] 94.00 12.0 8.0
Primary water quality
criteria for Bathing ( | 8 6.5-8.5|_ = >5mg/l |_ <3mg/l |_ A b = = = = =
class B)
—All Values are in mg/l except pH, ,turbidity & Temperature.
Samples collected by officials of Wular Development Authority
Analyzed by I/C Water lab
s
Wﬁuﬂf}_
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J&K Pollution Control committee
Office of The Regional Director — Kashmir
Shiekh-ul-Alam Complex Rajbagh Kashmir
Analysis Report
Physico Chemical Characteristics of Anchar Lake for the Month of April, 2024

Date of Sampling:-06/04/2024

Sampling

smo  |Spots,

Air
Temp

Water Condu Phosph |[Amm Hardne Magne |Alkalin|Chlori |Turbid
Temp pH ctivity [TDS DO |COD [BOD |[ate Nit Sulphate [ss Calcium |[sium  [ity de ity

T

Anchar lake:
Near Sangam:
4045

19.4 7.52 | 340 | 186.0 | 4.1 400 | 3.4 | 0201 1.89 | 27.87 208 56.11 1652 124.0 | 40.0 | 6.0

Anchar lake:
Central
2|Anchar: 4044

20

195 7.71 361 2010 75 | 320 | 2.5 |0.229| 1.722| 40.45 220 61.72 | 17.49| 146.0| 42.0 7.0

Anchar lake:
Sindh Entry:
314043

19.8

17.5 8.06 | 372 | 210.0] 83 |[24.00] 2.5 | 0.070( 0.642| 39.84 258 56.91 | 28.18 | 162.0| 20.0 3.0

Anchar lake:
Near Jenab
4|Sahab: 4047

19.3 7.60 | 349 | 197.0] 48 | 64.0 | 7.5 | 0.234] 2.00 | 35.45 262 5771 [ 28.67|112.0] 420 | 4.0

Anchar lake:
Near SKIMS
5|Soura: 4046

20.1

19.4 7.56 | 338 [188.0) 32 | 640 | 6.5 |0.231| 1.09 | 29.39 198 6092 | 11.17) 1200 48.0 | 3.0

Primary water quality

criteria for Bathing ( class

B)

6.5 -8.5 >5mg/l|_ <3mg/I

—All Values are in mg/l except pH, ,turbidity & Temperature.

Samples collected by

N

lwﬂ..rfﬂ

Analyzed by I/C Water lab
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