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Threatto life arising of coal mining

in south Garo Hilk Dhtrict' Meghalava

5bte of MeshalzYa tnd o15'

IN THE MATTER OT:

applicanttothe rePlYfiled

on behalf of government of

.AND.

IN THE IVAEE!.qE

:..APPlicant

state ofMeghalaYa and ors'

''''ResPond€nts

the heading "Prcliminary Objection" the State

not say anvthing except making vacue allecations of



"Politically Motivote, mdldfled dnd Jrivolous" ond stoting that "the

petitionet ains ot naligning Ministets ol the Aovemnent" and the

alleEed "criminol bd*ground of the petitionel' os well as non'sPeciJi.

instdn@ ol non-complionce ol the otders passed by the HoMBLE NGT,

there is nothing which hits at the root of the points raised in the petition

and as such the sarne needs no consideration and the petition requires to

be proceeded with in accordance with law.

2. Thatthe rep y is evaslve as it does not specifically say as to which of

the directions contained in the order dated 17.01.2020 has been complied

with. Otheruise also, had it been complied as claimed,the rat hole mlning

and consequent ille8a lransport of coal would have been stopped, but

the print as well as the e ectronic media are ful ofthe news of hundreds

of illeSally exiracted coal laden trucks passing through the Nationa

Highway with impunity causing traffic jarn everywhere, although the

state Government ls tight lipped and shy ofadmiitingthe continuance of

rzt hole mining and the iransportation of illegal extracted coal in

co m plete vlolatio n oftheban as imposed by this Hon'bleTribunal.

ln thi\ "onlerrior rl-e deporert begs ro onng on re.o'o ll'"

fo lowing instances ofviolation of ban as reported in print media:

(i) te$i!e!c-IirEe!-d3!ed-!2J3.204
Eost Jointio Hills Police seized 23 cool loden tuck illegdly

trdnsponing codl which inclutle 12 (twelve) trucks on 10-0j.2024 at

Kulidnqj 9 (nine) trucks on 11.A3-202a ot Sonopur Umkiong ond



occordingly severot cdses were registered bv the Police dt Lunshnang

lii) The ShillonsTimes dated !9.O3.2020

lltegol cool tronsponotion on Motch

detected two contoiners transpon \/ehicles,

af N.G.T. ordet dt Lunshnong Eot KhosiHills

on Morch 75. draund j o.m. Police detected one truck tdnsporting

coalin violotion oJ N.G.T. orderot Mukhep, Lod Longkoluh Edlt KhdsiHills

Despite cutew ond lockdown illegol transpona on of codl cantinues

Accordinq to Potce on Morch, 26 orcund 1.30 p.m. 10 ten cool laden

trucks were detected and seized fron Unbn viloge in Ri'Bhai District far

violotion ol N-G-T. order.

on 24.03.2020 oround 7-jo p m Police detected 2 (two)truck while

trunspotting cool in violotion aJ the N.GT ORDER OF Umkiang check

gote, East laintio Hills.

Despite the cude\A/ ond lockdown in the ,tote, illegal trdnspottatian of

coolttucks inrioldtian aJthe N.G.T. orders, continues intheStote'

16 dround 4.j0 P-n Police

trdnspoding codl in vialation

. Howevet , driver oJ the truck

codl loden trucks at Nongsning ond Mvnkrc

Hilk District were seized. At Mvnkre Village,

onty recentty 5 lJive)

Viloqe Jran Ean Jointio

0rJThe 5hillone rimes dated 29.03.2020

/iv) The shillonqTimes dated 07 04.2020



howeverthe menbers oJ the Villoge DeJence ParA vDPwerconesto seize

4 (Jour)trucks lorloutinq the tockdawn ont1N.G.T arder.

(v) The shillonsTimes dat€d 10.04.2020

lllegal cadl tronspotlotion on aptil,3 dround 7-30 p.n- Palice seized j
(three) cool loden ttucks otMowlien Mowkhaanvillage in Ri-Bhoi District.

{vi)The Shillons Times dated 13.04.2020

tn violotion af the N.G-r- Order as well os lockdawn imposed in the

Stote olong with the rest of the Notion, Police on Aptil, T oround 2.05 A.M.

detected one stotionory cool loden dunpet ttuck MH 12 TRDK 2796

without diver at Rymboi Rood, Eost Jointio Hills.

(vii)TheShillonETimesdated 14.04.2020

ShriS. Mowein, E.A.C. Khliehriot lodged o conplaintthot an April,11

around 11.i0 A.M. while canductins nine roids olons with the Palice ot

Maapynien, Khliehridt Eost, 6 b a lobourers werc seen mining in 2 (two)

coal nines, however they managed to escoped. 2 (two) minins

equipnents were seized lron the spat.

(viii) I!slii!!.e!El!rEc!]!4cC-q9!5202q
caol ttrct, sc,2ed - a-Nonqdhat, Miae" oFd Rayo|y tl\ppt tot, D-M R-

Umkiang, East Jaitio Hilk latlsed o complaint thot an May, 6 oround 4

A.M. 1 (ohe) truck wos detected ot Umkiong check gote while illesoily

tronsporting caolin violotian of the N.G.T. order.

(ix) f he shillonq Times dated 21.0s.2020

warkers unladd freshly nined cool ot Moolonq vi oge in Ean Jdintid

Hills on Wednesddy. Eatlier on Moy 13the Palice selzed 22trucks cotrying



coolilleqolly which were parked at Ratochem ond Malidor in EastJdintid

(x) The shillonETimes Dated 26.05.2020

Despite the ongoinq lockdown ond rcntictions there seems ta be no

end to ilegdl coal minins in the Stote- The Ri BhaiDistrict Police inthe ldst

one week hove detected ds many os 4 (Iaut) ttucks ldden with

On July 11, oround 5 p.m./ the Police detected and seized 1(one)
truck while illegdlly transporting cool under Shillong Police Stotion in west

(xi)The Shillons Times pated 16.07.2020

(xii) The Shillonsfimes Dated 06.10.2020

On 1't October araund 9.iO A.M- Potice detected ttunspaning cool in
violotion oJN.G-f- ordetot Sohiang petftlpump Eost KhdsiHills.

(xiii) The Shillons Times Dated 07.10.2020

Accordino ta medio report in Asson , 150 trucks entercd Assdn an

the night oJ Actober 5 and only 2 were detained ih Eeltolld in Guwohoti,
while on the marning of Actubet 6 as many as 55A tEks entered Assam.

fherc is no woy onyone con check the verdcfty althe numbets quoted but it
is on incontroveftible Joct thdt is being cldndestinely sald in
Asson.....................5hri Lokhnen Ryhbui was entrusted with the Hone
Portfoiio in controverciol cicumstances when his predecessor Jomes

sonqmo's none frsured in snusslins ofcaot- a tucrotive trade Jar the coal

nch 9tate. lnformed sources cloined that the Stote Palice are like o coged
porrat undble to Junction lreely i-e- they sometimes intercept codl ld.len
lot.ies ds an eyewosh-....-..................1t moy be nentioned that the issue



peftdininq to the illegol tronspottotion af codl even lorced a group ol
Cobinet Ministers ta toke it up wkh the Chief MinisteL Canrod Sangno-

Althoughthe Hame Portiolio gotshilted from one minister ta onother, not

nuch chanse seems to hove occured dnd the coai seems to be findins
then woy ort oJ the |torc'n'pte al the N L- t - bon-

(xiv)The shillons Times Dated 08.10.2020

While the M.D.A. Gavernment continues to be on denial node an the

oilesation ol syndicoted supply oJ cool to Asson led to Jomes Songno

beinq stripped lrom his pottfolio earlierthisyeal

(xv) The shillonqTimes Dated 10.10.2020

The clomou lor dctian ogoin* caol rdcketeering in the Stote h

opporently getting louder. Fat its pod, the N-P-P- led M.D.A- Govemnent

seens to be getting concerned with unrenitting dllegotions ovet illegol

ttonspottotian of caol lrom several quoners.

Soon oftet B.J.P-, on olly in the M.D.a-, dendnded orrest of Power

Minister JomesSongnd overthe motkt/ civilsociety groups inthe Stote

ore now demdnding o c.B.t. inquny inta the allesed coalsyndicote.

(xvi) The shillonsTimes oated 12.10.2020

Megholayd B.J-P- which hos been demanding orrest of Powet

Minister Jones Sangnd far his alleged invblvement in illegdl

transportotion oJ caol hos ossened thot they would oppraoch the Prime

Minister's OJJice, P-M.O-, on the motter.

(xvii) The shillone rimes Dated 13.10.2020

Sangmo furthet soid thot the Got/ernnent wos serious obout dealing

wnh the illegai tronsportotion al coal and hence the Governnent has abo

prepored selling up ol integruted check gotes which will hdve live C C.T.V.

cdmeras olong with other technalogical salutions to check oll the trucks



3. That the allegation that the Applicant is having a criminal back8round k
false, rnischievous and the product ofvicious mind as the case mentioned

in the reply was a false case filed by lested interests io tarnish the image

of the Applicant and as such it has failed to stand the test oi Judicial

Scrutiny as no witness came forward to substantiate the aforesaid false

ard motivated allegations and the case resufted into honourable acquittal

ofthe Applicant.

4. That the Applicant has set up a case for the failure of the State to
comply with the direction of this Hon'ble Tribunal. ln para 3 of the

application, the Applicant has specifically mentioned about the 19

directions ofthis Hon'ble Tribunalwhich has not been complied been with.

Forinstance no steps have been taken:

d)ror electronic recording oJ novement ol caolinctudins by

wdy of G.P.S ond R.F.|-D- Toqs ond hdving CentrdlServerJorthe puryose.

b) Monitoing aJ saurcinq of illeqolly mined coal by Cenent
Monufocturing / Thernll Power Ptant Ior enJorcement oJ Minins Ldw
includinq punitive ond rcnedidl oction fat sourcing of illegd y nined
mdte ols osJound by the Committee.

c) Building oJ Boord's home in Khliehiat and Sutngo drco in

Eon Jdintid Hilk District, Megholoyo fat preporation aJ Gealogical Report
ond Fedsibility Repoft Ior scientilic caol ninins-

d) Conpilina infamotion obout locdtions of dumps of caol.

e) Finalirins mode ond monneroJ handlins ofcootand its

disposdl inciudinq e auction;

(All the dbove newpopet uttinEs drc enclosed herewith and nd*ed os

Annexurc I to Annexute Xyllrcspedively)

i rronsler ofcoolto caaltndio Linited;

d Adaptinq 
'otelfite 

Suweillance systems;



5. That had the aforemenuoned directions of this Hon'ble Tribunal been

complied with the iLlegal extraciions of coal by way of rat_hole mining and

transportation would have stopped but as would transpire from the above

media reporting that thbusands of illegally mined coal laden trucks would

not have been moving out of Meghalaya.

5. That it took almost 9(nine) months for the Chief Minister ofthe State to

declare that it was serious aboutthe dealingwith the ill€gal transportation

of coal and hence, the Covernment is proposing to setup integrated check

gates which wil have live CCrv cameras along with other technical

solutiors to check all the trucks as published in The Shillong Times dated

13.10.2020 (Annexure XV l) and that to mere lip seruice to cover up the

inaction in complying with the Hon'ble Iribunal's direction.

7. That as stated in the above media report i.e. the Shillons Times dated

07.10.2020 (Annexure - XVll)the police as an eyewash has been detecting

merely one or two trucks while leaving hundreds oftrucks to pass through

unchecked, which speaks volume of the conspiracy of the coaT syndicate

causing immense loss to the public exchequer.

Thatthe statemerts made in paragraph 1,3-7 are true to the best of

my belief and those made in parasraph 2 are true to mY informatlon being

derived from the record which I be ieve to be true.

Dated, shillonS

The 15rh October,2o2o

verification

Verified at Shillong on this the 14rh day of October, 2020 that the contents

of the above rejoinder is true and corectto the best of my knowledge and

belief based on records. That nothing is ialse and nothing material is



l

t
Hon'ble chairperson,
The National Greer Tribunal,
Faridkot House,

Coperrnicus Mara,
New Delhi110001

R e fe r e n c e : 9!jsj@!App!!!e!eLN9.1lu!912u2

Threatto lifearhiry olc@lmining in south Garo Hills Dlnrlcl,Me8halava

StateofMehalaya

5ir,

Please find here with a copy ofthe rejoinder by the applicant to th€

replysubmitted bythe governmentof N,leghalaya.

Thanklng You,

Yours Sincerely,

Dated, ShillonS

The 15th october, 2o2o A.s.5iddiqui,

. Advocate forthe Applicant

Shri Pawan Sharma-

Email: asamad2210@smail.com
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