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FACTUAL AND ACTION TAKEN REPORT

Original Application No. 578 of 2022

In the matter of:

2R L T — Applicant
Versus
State of Uttarakhand ... Respondent
l. BACKGROUND:

1. That, the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal, Principal Bench, New Delhi, in
the matter of O.A. No. 578 of 2022, Ram Singh Versus State of Uttarakhand
issued following directions on 12.09.2022:

‘3. Accordingly, we constitute a Joint Committee comprising of
representative of Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoOFF),
Government of Uttarakhand, State PCB and District Magistrate,
Pithoragarh and direct the same to meet within two weeks, undertake visits
to the site, look into the grievances of the applicant, associate the applicant
and representative of the concerned project proponent, verify the factual
position and submit its report within one month. The State PCB will be the
nodal agency for coordination and compliance.”

2. In compliance of order passed by the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal,
Principal Bench, New Delhi on dated 12.09.2022, the Joint Committee
visited sites of proposed site on 18.10.2022. Following officials were part
of the Joint Committee:

i)  Shri Jeevan Mohan Dagade, Divisional Forest Officer, Pithoragarh.

i) Dr. D.K. Joshi, Regional Officer, UKPCB, Regional Office, Haldwani
(Nainital).
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lii) Shri Uday Singh Bhandari, Revenue Sub-Inspector, Dugtu, Tehsil

Dharchula, Distt. Pithoragarh.

Shri Ram Singh, applicant in the matter, and following official were also
present during the inspection:

i) Shri Sunil Kumar, Forest Range Officer, Pithoragarh.
ii) Shri Shubhan Gusian, Junior Engineer, UKPCB, Regional Office,

Haldwani.

iif) Shri B.S. Bisht, Representative of Kumaon Mandal Vikas Nigam.
iv) Shri Ganesh Singh, Operator of 05 FRP/Tourist Huts.
v) Shri Jitendra Singh, Sarpanch, Vill. Dugtu, Tehsil Dharchula, Distt.

Pithoragarh.

FACTUAL REPORT:

The Joint Inspection Report along with Annexure 1 - 6 of a Joint
Committee is enclosed as ANNEXURE-1.

Based on the observations of the Joint Committee, it is to state that
the District Magistrate, Pithoragarh has accorded permission for
transfer of land bearing Khet No. 2630 (Area-0.100 hectare), village
Dugtu, Patti Dugtu, Tehsil Dharchula, District Pithoragarh to Tourism
Department for establishment of FRP huts and Divisional Forest
Officer, Pithoragarh also issued NOC for the same.

As per inspection report, said temporary 05 FRP huts are located
about 3-4 Km. far from the land area transferred by the District
Magistrate, Pithoragarh for the said purposes. Septic tank/soak pit
have been made for disposal of liquid waste and waste collection bags
have been placed on the way for collection of solid waste.

So far as forest fire is concerned, the forest department stated that

incidences of forest fire may be done by unidentified tourist,
unintentionally.
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ACTION TAKEN BY UKPCB:

Based on the observations of the Joint Committee, Uttarakhand Pollution
Control Board has forwarded the Joint Committee Report along with
Annexures to the Managing Director, Kumaon Mandal Vikas Nigam Ltd.,
Nainital for necessary action and submission of action taken report before
the Hon'ble NGT, vide letter dated 21.11.2022 and 22.12.2022. Copies of
letters are enclosed as ANNEXURE-1. Copies of letters along with Joint
Committee Report were also forwarded to Principal Chief Conservator of
Forest (HoFF), Department of Forest, Uttarakhand and District
Magistrate, Pithoragarh for necessary action and submission of action
taken report before the Hon'ble NGT.
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70 WS gRa ftever § A qe 3mdeH wo 578 /2022 T Rig M Sar@Eve I H uikd
ey fAid 12.09.2022 & U # wfea wfdfa & aga e s

TR

YRT & SaRRETS Yo & 9 eia Rier-ReRee @ dedlic-aRgen @ i RAr
urel H g IF Rerd 8| S99 &3 H JIq: I (Abies pindrow), WfMWR, HIWU, dd 3Mfe &
98 YR W 8| Md @ uRReH P AR UArell o YeIedl 7 | g7 M YR, Al IRAl iR el
®1 U AN WA & | T N1 &1 0 I GUIe J Hi B |

(Google Map of Dugtu Village and Panchuachuli Base Camp)

7o UK &R R 78 feell gR1 S YW Rig & R w3 &1 w9 od g fiame
12.002022 @ = 3eer ika fd |

Prima Facie, the averments made in the application raise questions relating to environment
arising out of the implementation of the enactments specified in Schedule | to the National Green
Tribunal Act, 2010. In view of the averments made in the application, we consider, it appropriate that
a Joint Committee be constituted to verify the factual position. Accordingly, we constitute a Joint
Committtee Compresing of representative of Principal chief Conservator of Forest (HoFF,)
Government of Uttarakhand, State PCB and district Magistrate, Pithoragarh and direct the same to
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meet within two weeks, undertake visits to the site, look into the grievances of the application,
associate the applicaant and representative of the concerned project proponent, verify the factual
position and submit its report within one month. The State PCB will be the nodal agency for
coordination and compliance.

List for further consideration on 21-11-2022.
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1. o Sied Higd TS, PR aiEn), feikerg |
2. 310 Soxo el & IRER, Iarrave ygur fEEr 91 geg |
3. # 33T Rig WU Aui SufRlerd, i, devia— ange, fdReg |
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1. g e @ ARM HeMd WA W Fibre Rainforced Plastic §RT ffidos wwoamRodio
fedr wefia arg 4| R | 01 TmosRodo Ut # fahe 8, 9T Wl W S @ W
02 Yrerery A wifid U | IF THOAROW HUFSAT RS wWe@en B, FoF™ e
WRER @ g @ 03 fhodlo 81 sHe R mq sufie @ faraww &g dfies
3 /Hiie T 3 JURTE & THAT B I H TE-9NTE W I FoidwH 97 ¥ U
T | HoHofdofo JferaT THoIROTI0 Wi HUfAl /8¢ & Hald gRT IU dle § b1 D
RITGT / FdTe 8 Wil ary SR & orfa weafy gra w8 & T 2
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02 No’s Toilet & Spetic Tank/Soak pit at -FRP Huts(Panchachuli Base Cap)



Solid Waste Collection Bag Near FRP Huts (Panchachuli Base Camp)
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SARIETS I @ U3 feAd 15.07.2015 a1 ey RiaRen #eiey, fRikre & 13
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WA 0 2630 WA 0.100 80 oW 4 B G AT ICREVE INE I BRI B Wi
yeE # T 8 qU PRy Y gter) fiRre @y, fieikne @ v fRAie
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foret—fieiRrTe @ @mer fesie 27.07.2017 @1 368 B I 05 THOIROG0 FufeAl & WG
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THodRodI0 BEH @I WA B UM-g, Uedl g B IR SR fIATe @ w59,
gufi-09 (3) S TR P WIS B W 0 2630 = 0.100 20 A UlGEl & I Ghed
famT & figied sWiaRd @ Wiefd e o T4 oA, e ame Wafd far gw
THodRodl0 &cH Jmdfed Hf H T a9 amdfed 4 | o 04 fodlo B g8 W FERN
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Burned Tree near FRP Huts (Panchachuli Base Camp)
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Item No.5 (Court No. 2)

BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH

(By Video Conferencing)
Original Application No. 578/2022
Ram Singh ...Applicant

Versus

State of Uttarakhand ...Respondent

Date of hearing: 12.09.2022

CORAM: HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE ARUN KUMAR TYAGI, JUDICIAL MEMBER
HON’BLE DR. AFROZ AHMAD, EXPERT MEMBER
Applicant: None.

Application is registered based on a Letter Petition received by Post.

ORDER

s Mr. Ram Singh resident of Village Dugtu-Saun, Post Office Dugtu,
Tehsil, Dharchula, District Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand has sent the present
letter petition, which is registered and treated as original application,
complaining that 5 FRO tourist huts have been installed during 2016 and
2017 in the mid of alpine area at the altitude of more than 12000 feet in
Panchachuli mountains. Government Land comprised in Khasra no. 2630,
0.100 hectare situated in Village Dugtu was allotted by the District
Magistrate, Pithoragarh to Tourism Department of Uttarakhand. In the Year
2017-2018, 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 more than fifty thousand tourists
visited per year and on the weekends there were more than 50 tourists each
day during May, June, September and October months and even extra tents
were provided near the huts. The activities of the tourists in the area have
affected the wildlife and biodiversity as musk deers which used to graze in the
area no longer appear there. During May 2018, more than fifty thousand
trees of Bhoj Patra and thousands of high altitude Rhododendrons,
Himalayan Devdar and several type of underbrush have been burnt.

Directions were given by the High Court of Uttarakhand to the Chief

12



0. A. No. 578/2022 Ram Singh Vs. State of Uttarakhand
-2-

Conservator of Forests, Uttarakhand and all DFOs but the directions are not

being complied with.

2. This Tribunal is empowered to suo moto take cognizance of the cases
involving questions relating to environment arising out of the implementation

of enactments specified in First Schedule of the National Green Tribunal Act,

2010 as held by Hon’ble Supreme Court in Municipal Corporation of

Greater Mumbai V/s. Ankita Sinha and others 2021 SSC Online SC 897.

This Tribunal can also take cognizance of such cases on the basis of letter
petitions in accordance with settled principles of law governing Public Interest

Litigation.

3. Prima facie, the averments made in the application raise questions
relating to environment arising out of the implementation of the enactments
specified in Schedule I to the National Green Tribunal Act, 2010. In view of
the averments made in the application, we consider it appropriate that a
Joint Committee be constituted to verify the factual position. Accordingly,
we constitute a Joint Committee comprising of representative of Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF), Government of Uttarakhand, State PCB
and District Magistrate, Pithoragarh and direct the same to meet within two
weeks, undertake visits to the site, look into the grievances of the applicant,
associate the applicant and representative of the concerned project
proponent, verify the factual position and submit its report within one
month. The State PCB will be the nodal agency for coordination and

compliance.

4, In case the Joint Committee observes any violation of consent
conditions/environmental norms then it shall forward a copy of its report

to:-

(ij the concerned Project Proponents to enable them to comply with

the recommendations in the report of the Joint Committee or file



O. A. No. 578/2022 Ram Singh Vs. State of Uttarakhand 14
=3

objections against the observations/recommendations in the report of
the Joint Committee and also file their response before this Tribunal
as desired within one month from the date of receipt of a copy of the
report of the Joint Committee; and

(ii) the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF), Government of
Uttarakhand, State PCB and District Magistrate, Pithoragarh to enable
them to take appropriate remedial action by giving notice to/hearing
the concerned project proponents and following due process of law in
accordance with Statutory provisions mandating them to take
remedial action for prevention, control and abatement of
environmental pollution/degradation and for protection and
improvement of environment and submit their action taken report
within one month from the date of receipt of a copy of the report of the

Joint Committee.

5. Reports/Objections/reply/Response may be filed within stipulated
period as directed above by e-mail at judicial-ngt@gov.in preferably in the
form of searchable PDF/OCR Supported PDF and not in the form of Image
PDF.

6. List for further consideration on 21.11.2022.

7. A copy of this order, along with a copy of the application and
documents attached with the same, be forwarded to the Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests (HoFF), Government of Uttarakhand, State PCB and

District Magistrate, Pithoragarh by e-mail for compliance.

Arun Kumar Tyagi, JM

Dr.Afroz Ahmad, EM

September 12, 2022
AG
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