
BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL

(souTHERN ZONEI, CHENNAI

Original Application No. 66 of 2O2O lSZl

In the matter of:
Tribunal on its own motion -SUO MOTU
Based on the News item in Times of India Newspaper,
Dt. 07.05.2020, under the caPtion
"ONGC pipe destroys cotton on 2 actes"

Versus

1. The Chief Secretary to Govt. of Tamil Nadu,
Govt. Secretariat, Fort St. George,
Chennai, Tamil Nadu - 600 009 & 8 others

.....Applicant

.. . ..Respondents

INDEX TO THE TYPED SET OF PAPERS

FILED BY 8TH AND 9TH RESPONDENT (ONGCI

It is certified that the above documents are true copies of their originals.

Dated at chennai this the 1oth day of Novembet,2o2o.

Counsel for 8th & 9t1'Respondents

s.
No.

Date Description of Document Pg.
No.

1 28.1O.2020 Reply by ONGC to
Committee appointed

the
by

recommendations of the
this Hon'ble Tribunal

1



W
OIL AND IUATUfrAt 6A5 CORPOftATION LIMI?TD
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0ate: 28.10.2S20

I{tfur*nr:e Origlnnl Applirnti*rr Nc SG o{Zti?{lf$f,)

l{sti*nal Green Tribunul, Sauthern Zuue, Clrcnnni

Present rn*lhotl of flor, based rneut;ur&ment at rcceiving t'trtl to identity tht lenkllgt r:f

oil is rut eflbcfiv*, h$cuuss exn*t l*natirn of nil ltuk point i* not nhlt tc be identitittl
rrntil itx ph1,*icnl $lfpe*rnnce in th* tnp s*il. "l'hr flolr lxrsed nlea$trrement *h*ll be

r$rr"isd *ut b1'pr*r,irli*g lX*rr metsrs in sll ;:ip*liu** t'itlr ter*rtitr tlistattqe from t"*ll
trr rcttrivirrg ;xrixt, so tlrlt tlre arcu of pip*lirre lenk xhull h* itltntificd tnsily at ilititl
stage itsclf. These iJorv nrcters shall hc conrect$d tu *ny systern likr: IiCADA, PI,(l
e(c.,

Stalrrlirri il*1, melers:lre nle&nt l*r Single phus* ll6rv gnl},. Wr:ll flirid is lr c*rntrinatir-rn tl"

fins, *il trnd Wa1*r iln{t ht:fi$e it r:flnnut he mtosur*d using flor.r,lneter}.

Fl*n lin*s lengfhs vari*s $i*m l knt t* $ knr and*f 4 in*h din. Fl*rr,rale {i*t:t,-*itctt rri:ll

als* vnriss fi*r'n I n"r3 t* l5 m3lday {Ab*ut 5{i litlh*ur to 5{}* lirthour) x'}tich is vi:t'1 snr*il

quantity fkuving through individual lltrw lirtts. Thes* Il*w linss are undergt'*und Iirtcs urtd

laid nr*stl1' thru*gh ugrir:u Itural l*ncls,

irixing fl*u, meters at i*trrrnediat* ;roints unricr gr*und is n* p*rsihlc. li'll*rl ntcter$ ilrir

to be inst*ll*d additi*ltal tr;rnd has to t* auquirr:d *l*ng tlre ruute $1'thr-, l}.rn lines lirr'

*,abling.'l^his rn*y firrtlrcr lrffect the lirrming pr*cesls. Frobabilitl'ol'l*nk*gu ltlsr: increa:rs

if'ttrrere irre nl*re j*i*ts in the fi*w linss. Alsr: as itlrrerl;, explain*d tthtivs, llurt t'tteters rt ill

nilt ilreasure nrultiphasu ilclr'.

Duc tu th* depleting re*eryoir pr$$silr& ths ll+n, *f the u,sll lluicl in mosl r:{'lltc r.vulls ir

irterrtitlr:ut {fi*u,s in surges}. \\.'ith the SCAD:\ rcading ol'no'lluw inten'als. rr'e ciiilltr.rl

cofirlud* ivhetlrer r ,ell hix ce**ed t$ l]nrq sr th*r* ir ar"ly l-"eiklig* iri tlt,* lirre trrless it i:
*lrselvi:ri lbr a long tluration of tinre. l]i' th*t time the urldesirable datltage to tht hnr-l

lvt':uld hs i:revitalrl*. ll'tlre leakag* is ol"very nrirt*r in ltatur* il i.s not *t *ll pussibk: tii

*eter:t it u.ith lhe $CADA s!'$tem m*nitr:rins.

sumber$ume and t$di$us pr*ce$$ tts it inv*lves

requircd tbr each u'ell rvhich is ntlt viable. Also

cable$ ilt remol$ Ii:r;{rtians against any darn;l$tr

Il

Cr:nnecting tlr*n'r rvith ti{:ADA is il very

h uge rv irele$s rralt srn i ss io rt i ntiastnrl-:t u r('

the pri:rler;ti*n *l' tltese infrastructttre and

1li',,,.' %@" &e*.r*,,.**
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,,,miscreont ff*( lvould he required t$ l1c ens*r*d. $u*h Frotti{o i.lcesn't txist in anl'olt}re

Onshore oil industr5'.

The presenr m*tlr*ilol*gy lhr pipe linti monituring arrd c*nrnl nlsits{lfcs inclilcl*s

pornrlling r:f the l1*rv lines fcr visual trh*crr.'atiun flrd d*t($tiun t'rf *n.v l*nkage *n the

surfuce .xensitisin6 tlie vilhgers anrl puirlic about t!:t* tonlistluen*es *l'thr: lrrnkages trd

infhrm the ONCC authi:ritier in cuse eil'any ev*ntunlit.r t[ [eak*ge' Importanl plt+ne

nurrrbers *rx tjispl*1,*d pf thc. rr,sll sites in *n{*r t0 c0t}ti}ct the r:nncerned p+rs*n *f flNfiC

firr imrnetli*lt: antl timell' fl*lion.

The periotlit tssrsstnent cf Pipc lutegrit-y (intl*ding intern*l cr;tck' corrosion itnd

crosion) *h*ll tr* mntlt irt least *nt* ir fiv* yeilr$' so thilt the st*tus rlf the pipcline

shxll be knsrvn *ntt rrccoreli*gl,u rtplncernr:tti peri*t| for tkt pi;re shlll he decidetl'

Pipcli::re iiltrlsrit), is ch**.ked *nee in fir,e l-*ilrs by rv*y of l-lyriro'te sting of tht pipelinr: *nd

Fre*$rre lestiilg ol 1he line with tlre gxisting rlell fluitl oncr in every t\\i) ys{}Is'

{0rsD:33)

T$ *yerc$nte ttrre tbnve tnnstr*ints m*tttinnerl in Foint no 1 and to achir:vc th{: aittr ot'

srlcguareling the lclnds tk*ugh rvhich pipelines are laitl li"**t an1 leakages. oN(ic is

planning tg hal* lntellig*nt Pigging Stucliss Ior all the llo* lincx threiugh t"trcent Adlsnce

I"r*hnoirrsy f$r pigging in .*n-piggnble lines. With this study, the present cortdition of

sfltire l*n$th slthe ilo; lincs rtill h* osc*rtiiined *c*uratetry. Wher*vi:r ths thickne*s *{'t}re

line is nil**r".6 l*ss tlue to ir:tr:rn*l corr$sion, cr*cks. erosk:n tt(1.. pr*{}trtively th*se

psrtisns rvill be rcpl*c*d ttt tvoid lilturCI h:{lkfiSes'

Alrgacly verrriorii ltrr this $*ryice arrr irtenrified snd the pruce$s *f enturing intcr u **ntrilct is

a1.*ad,v stnrted. "l.lre contprt is irr initixl ph*se *f estirnirti*rr;r*d Iikcll to lrc arrarr*ud L:y

cnd {]f th* Firrnnci*l yenr?{}?tJ-31- *uce rhi: contract is ilr pla*e" all the nlsisrand critieal

pipelines hnsed on tlre lifb, ROLI rvill [:e te*l*d f$r intsrnal integritl'"

Iligging $perati{}tr shtll bc carricd ort to redu*e lr*tcr lctuntxl*tion *nd sths*:qn*nt

st:rling & corrosion inside the pipclinc'

I:'igging of lrurtk lincs arc carried otll once in 5 y*ars'

As the e ixting fl*w lines iir$ nt:rn piggable, rcgular I'iquicl N? appll*alion I hnt eril

cireulatir:lt is h*ing d*ns, to clefir \\,{rt*r scnumulatictn ilncl to *void {irnlrati*n nf

slu,$ge/s*lrles insi$* thqr pipe line thereby nrinimising thr eorrosinn. Onrre the {*fltract

3]
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nlentioned in E,firlier p*irrts toutl{ts into existenc*. c*ncli{irrn ul'ull flnrr lil.res lvill bq, kntrl!,n
*nd lilrth*r Floacti\iv uuti*ns will bs initiatecl.

-l) Extenl*l Corrosi*n fr$tecti$n of pipelin* *hult bc
piprlin*x srrch as surrilicial irnode ntefh$tl, inrpuhie
s$atiilg $H,r tr] avoirl rxtern*l *nrrcsinn of pipe.

providetl ir nll untl*rgrountl
current methorlu poly eth"yleile

Ilresently all pipelines laid are 3 lnllerecl polx,-*thylene *cat*d Filles ts *,r,oicl e,xterpal
corrosi*n, Moreover, Cathodic Fr$tcction exists lor all thc trunk pipelinLr$. lueasures are
also h*ing lrlk$n ts *xecule ths sarne in the r*'rll {lsrv linc* fur recsn{l}, l*id pip*linr*
through a c$ntract (Pipeline Intcgrity lt{anagcnrent Systern} rvhich will be in place br
Jan'2{iIl- Rrmaining pipelines will be Cathoclie*trly pfi}testsd in * phas*i{ mi}}}ner.

5) fteYillit]atiHg of appr*priatc inhibit*rs antl rrte of {'ecilirrg [;*sed o' rvell l]uirl
r:htractcrisfi** {trurle til} c*n fue tlonr: lry Iiequenf sanrpling nnd *rxrl1,*is gl'1gll
{irritl"

tlll i-in*, C*rrosion Inhibitcr t:*ing used is pr**ured *s ller Sr$ng*r{l corprrirr.
Speuifit$ti*ns attd thc cljlciency ol'tlre rhcnrical is tesred rt $NC;C IdegiglraN Lahs usirrg
the *ell iluicls r}i"tlt* Axs*t. $*:;lrg* ltate arriJ lhrch f)*sirrg *l'tl*lusirn inhitritor in l1*u
lires nre csffied or^lt lui per thf rr:cornm*ndfilisns $f tlte ONCC l{e.re*rch Instit*rr,s.
t\nal1'sis r:t' rvell tluid rrharacter"isrirri are bc:irrg carri*:d *rul *egular-ll in tlre fjrlJ
lab0riltilries.

C$nlnrilte* nppointed b1' NCT suggested to c*nfirm r.vhethgr the el *tivcnsss rlt"lh*
thentic'al tk.rs*cl fi.*nr rv*ll head end uould get rliluretl rnri k:se it.s el'lb*riu*1g$s rvlru* ir
passeli thi:tugh saggi:cl portli:$$ *f'thc pipclines *here u.ntct &*f,Lunulotiun ll,ill hs rnurr:.
"l'lte siltll* hits heen ask*el tu *ur Inh rnd c*rr*c{ive *cti** in gur pratrric* xr;ul,l hc
incorp*rerted if suggesr*d hy O}..lfiC l{egi*nal luh.

6l ONGC hrts itrfurrted that old pipolinrs rrc llushml cnce if it is nof guing to be rsrrl
Itlrtlrcr in I'uture- Htit{tm*e sh*ll hc proviclrtl ft (h* c*mmitt*e tluring lir}d tisit to
snsurs tlrut okl unusul pip*lin* rril flushed 1rr*perly,

The pip*lin$s ar* dis**n**clecl frtnr the rvell*ite end rind instollati<.rr encl alid rhe lin** nre
hlillderi ip*sitively is*f*tetl *Jler llu*hing rhe Iire lbr rr:ruuval r-:rf lt1.i:irr:carl:ons. Cgnrmiltrtr
app,:lntud by NCT *'n$ shorvn the is*liiti$n *flotclpipeline trr K[.tl]#44 rvell ]r*ad.
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oNtjc shall :rlsr:r sLrhmit cvitlencc of nxrthhalling 0f pipclire rr-hich is ttffiporarily- nat

in usc.

Atprcsctttthercar$nopipelinesrvhichilrl}t*mporarilyr:*tinrts*'

H$r,,,ever in tlre ciuse of ilrru lin#pipe Nines trhich ilr* ilst in ux* lrnd mirl'he required fl*r

thc tirlure purprl'5e thcy nre tJisrottnecled lL'r:m fhc u'cll site efid and institllstinn e*d sr:d

the littes *rs btinclecl ,lpositivell"isol*terl all*r lJushing the lir:e ti:r removal *l

h1'drt:earbo,s. Thun they are purg*,t arril Jllled n'ith Nl l'or sals g'ardirrg their tifb {ur tlrt:

purp*so of usi*g irr the flture'

oNfiC informed (hnt {hr spillcd xoil {cont*nrinxted soil) is removetl upto atTtctetl

deptlr frnm thc farmhrnd *nrl lakcn fur in huus* hioreurtdirlti*n' 'fhc contirminsted

soil etcitl'ilt*tt llrt* is re-filled rvith s*il trrk*n frnnr *thcr ln*rtion' Il lt'rtr infurnr*d

thilt thr: rcfilk:d soil is tltl* having gontl fertiliry' Hotrcl'er' rluring this rourst' ol

--i-r" fhe relill soit quality shoultl hc tested *s rv*ll trs it sltoultl possess sinrilar

thurilctcristirs of thr rxisting nalur*l fnrm snil s* as tu aYnid "vitkl 
lnrs'

Presently the snntiiniinated soil ol'e:.*rvatcd nrea is relilled up l0 thq depth ul- l ' 2 nleter

rvithrhcscilterk*nli"nnr*tlrcrl*cati*tt,'['uensuregrrr:dlbrtilityanillield'thc 
srrilfor

rclillilg is tlk*n ficlm silifahl* luca{ittrt a* suggesterl by the il${lLrr 61'the land ai'ter

dull. testing lhe s*il used frrr retillirrg try th* k:cnl itgrinrrltural rltpa$ment

As srrggestecl hl C'*mmittce *ppointed h3' l!$1" henceforrh thc cr;rt:tatni*afeti s*il hel*n"

rh* pipe iirir: shall llls* be r*:Iol'trt *nti re{'ille,$ with tested qtrality scril' Alier refilling rhe

soil slrntl be tesltlcl fbr il{eshanical. }SiQlngical, Organic tnd lr'licrxbial p*pulation t0 cllsilril

thor rhey h$ve sirxilar charirr:teristics .,l'eiistirtg nrttrral farm sclil s* as tn avoid 'vield 
Insx'

fihific shcrll ensure the nlYected are* is refitrle* r'r'itll tl'ls suitu{:le g**':l qutiitl' stril

r:uorrlin*ting ivith th* l*c*l village *ntl districl nuthorities and ii' reqltired bupt

Agriculturc.

s)

b-v

of

e) (}NGC is ntlvised to e*trry ttut

the s*il is rsfilltd rlue to oil

nctelx tn ht taktln.

thc rssc$smcnt of soil qn*lit-v in nll locnti$ns"tvhsrcv*r

spitlrrge / l**kag* nnel acenrding currcrtive nte*sur*s

tn ndrliti*n tr th* re3rly mentioned in point nrr 8" ONCCI shall perifl*i*all,r',take the soil

sarnpl* ar ditfilrent Imatiotls r:f the opsfsti$nal arei)$ t0 have th* huse data lor referring rvitlt

thc atl*cted st::il where the leakage happerls irr the ftture'

4 [ r, r ., --*-*f^-.r\ r { {t=1f}&* R ffs'.i r""*s\
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10} An uttirn plrln ft"rr contiilucus ruonilnrirg *f afl'ertetl *rr$s peri*iliu*lly* by oN{itl
shall lrs suhmiff*ql tr *l,oitl Iong {erln issuus.

Aller ttrrtl rem*r'lrl *t'contarninat{:rd s{iil and r*lilling bl,suirahle soil the lanil is handed fi.-er
{* thc l&nd $1\'11*r' TIre visit to the *frested *reas r.vlll b* r:aried *ut liy t}r* ONGC {re*. ar1d
regular f**db:lck ls*il tesring regarding uultivati*n and crop _vlekl will he collectril i?^rr

recoreis. Based tin the lbrdhack, $urrfit1tivil rileir$$re$ shall br tak*n inrluciing the adrjiriorral
crop $*mpelmliorr based r:n the rccortttncnilations hy thr: Io*al villtge, snd disrricr
aurhori t ies,

Conlrnittrlc *pp*i*ted try NfiT suggrst*d ts tiike surf*ee suil snrtptr*s rlurg tlre route: $J'
lulnsrable llnrv Iines during n*n-csntivu[i*rr puri*rls t* un$urs thsffi is ll9 residusl leakagu
of'r'ery rlinut* tlffttll*. ONfiC r'*ill impl*nr*ntthis sxggestir:n on** the pr*srnr r-,ultir,aiian
peri*d i; *ver.

Conlrtittee *pp*inted bi' NST alsu suggu*tecl tr] ca,l:yout Cgl{ a*riviries along rvilh
Depnrtment r:l'*grir:ulture ta irnpr*v* t"ertilir.v iij'tlre tflected lsnds. tlused on the reporrs *f'
*oflcer[ed YA(] ;' R.el'$nfie Auth*rities this itill [r* r,*rried out rvhercver requireil.
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