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“Kosasthalaiyar: How to throw darts in the dark”

News Item in The Times of India newspaper, Chennai Edition dated 06th December 2021

CHENNAI: The Greater Chennai Corporation in a review of its drain projects has found
deviations, design faults and lack of drain maps in the X3000cr Kosathalaiayar project and the
Mambalam canal project. While it has penalised the Mambalam canal’s six contractors, it has
also ordered to stop construction of drains in 16 of the total 45 packages in the Kosasthalaiyar
drain project. Last month, the monsoon exposed shoddy engineering in several newly
constructed drains. Following this, the civic body began a review of the entire project. It noticed

deviations in five packages in areas near Retteri lake, Buckhingham canal and north coast and



issued notices to contractors. In one package in Ambattur area, there was delay in
implementation of work. The remaining projects have been asked to speed up. Work on the
Mambalam canal project, which covers West Mamabalm, Ashok Pillar, T Nagar, Nandanam and
Adyar has been stopped. “The project will be reviewed...work will restart only after the designs

is revised. We are roping in more experts,” said an official.

The Kosasthalaiyar project was designed and sanctioned in 2018 and work had begun in
March 2021. However, the civic body has now found that the detailed project report was not
completed. It has several faults, with many maps missing, and an incomplete flood model. The
consultants are still unable to produce maps, details of water run-off and lack manpower. The
consultant — Royal Haskoning, a Netherlands based company, has not appointed design
engineers and hydraulic flood managers till date. In a review meeting held recently, the deputy
commissioner, works, S Prasanth asked the consultant to add two design engineers and 2
license software to run the model. A weekly review will be held, he had said. He also instructed

them to ensure there are no deviations.



