
BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL

SOUTHERN ZONE, CHENNAI

IN

ORIGINAL APPLICATION No. 53 of 2022

IN THE MATTER OF:

D.Hema Kumar

Union of India & ors ..

VERSUS

...................APPLICANT

.. RESPONDENT

REPLY AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT No.1 i.e (MINISTRY OF

ENVIRONMENT FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE, NEW DELHI)

MOST RESPECFULLY SHOWETH:

I, Dr. Suresh Babu Pasupuleti S/o Bhaskara Rao Pasupuleti, aged about 36

years, currently working as Scientist 'D' in the Ministry of Environment, Forest

and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Integrated Regional Office (IRO), Vijayawada,

Andhra Pradesh do hereby solemnly affirm and state as under: - ,

1. That I, in my official capacity Scientist 'D' in the Ministry Environment,1\
Forest and Climate Change, Integrated Regional Office, Vijayawada i.e., ~

Respondent No.1 in the above mentioned matter, am conversant with the

facts and circumstances of the case on the basis of official records, and as

such authorized and competent to swear this affidavit.

2. It is submitted at the very outset that the Respondent No.1 denies each

averment and/or submission made in the application which is contrary to

and inconsistent with the averments made and facts stated in the present

reply. It is submitted that the nothing stated in the application may be

deemed to have been admitted by the Respondent No.1 unless and until

the same is expressly admitted in the present reply.
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3. That a short affidavit is being filed by the answering respondent at this

stage and craves leave and liberty to file a detailed Reply Affidavit to the

aforesaid Application, as and when required.

4. That the applicant is alleging that by the activities of the Private

Respondent 8 (PMR Infra India Ltd) and 9 (Jai Prakash Power venture

Ltd.), who have been carrying on sand mining in the Aaraniaar River in

about 11 km stretch in 5 villages coming under the control of the

Nagalapuram Mandal, Chittoor District. The private respondents have been

given Environmental Clearance (EC) by the 6th respondent (State

Environment Impact Assessment Authority, SEIAA, Andhra Pradesh).

5. That in the present matter Applicant is praying 1) to declare the

respondents 8 and 9 as violators to the EC conditions. 2) To direct the

respondent authorities to take immediate measures to assess the damages

that have been caused on account of the illegal quarrying operation being 1\
carried out by the private Respondents. 3)To direct the respondent~

authorities to initiate criminal proceedings against the concerned officers

responsible for violations of the provision of the EC.

6. That it is further submitted that respondent Ministry issued Environment

Impact Assessments (herein after referred as "EIA") Notification dated 14"

September, 2006 which requires certain projects to obtain prior

Environmental Clearance ("EC") before any construction work in case of

new projects or expansion and modernization of existing projects or

activities. The Schedule to the Notification details the categories or projects

or activities which require prior environmental clearance.

7. That in the present matter Hon'ble NGT vide its order dated 12.05.2022

asked the District Collector, Chittoor to make spot inspection. Report was
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submitted and observation was made that no mechanized mining is being

carried out on the spot. Joint inspection was done by the ADM&G, Chittoor

& technical staff on 21.07.2022 and stated that sand excavation is not

being done at localities of the 05 villages in stretch of 11 kms.

8. That the Answering Respondent vide notification S.O. 637 (E) dated

28.02.2014 delegated the power to issue show cause notice to project

proponents in case of violation of the conditions of the environment

clearances issued by the said Authorities to projects or activities within their

jurisdiction. Copy of the Notification S.O. 637 (E) dated 28.02.2014 is

marked and annexed herein as ANNEXURE- R1/1.

9. That the Answering respondent vide notification S.O. 1886 (E) dated

20.04.2022 states that environmental clearances of all minor mineral shall

be dealt at State level irrespective of mine lease area. Copy of the

Notification S.O. 1886 (E) dated 20.04.2022 is marked and annexed herein

as ANNEXURE-R1/2.

10. That it is respectfully submitted that State Department of Mines and

Geology is the Nodal Authority in the State for dealing with the allotment of

mining leases under the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation)

Act (MMDR Act) and is entrusted with the enforcement and regulation of

mining operations in a State including illegal mining. Further, the State

Government is empowered under Section 23 C of the Mines and Minerals

(Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 (MMDR Act) to make rules for

prevention of illegal mining, transportation and storage of minerals and the

State Department of Mines & Geology is the nodal authority in the State for

dealing with the allotment of mining leases under the MMDR Act and is
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entrusted with the enforcement and regulation of mining operations in a

state.

11. That is humbly submitted that, the State Pollution Control Board is the

Nodal Authority in the State for dealing with cases related to pollution or

environment management coming under the purview of the Water

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, the Air (Prevention and

Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 and the Environment Protection Act, 1986.

12. That in view of the aforementioned facts and circumstances, this Hon'ble

Tribunal may kindly be pleased to pass appropriate order(s).

¾~•>►
DEPONENT

si. g?er ag ngg«tel
(Dr. SURESH BABU PASUPULETI)

hsfa 'l' /SCIENTIST 'D'
a7a aal / Govt. of India

~~~I Min. of Env. Forest & CC
~~~ / Integrated Regional Office

f0rare / VIJAYAWADA.

VERIFICATION

Verified at Vijayawada on this day 09th November of 2022 that the contents

of this affidavit based on official record(s) maintained and information

available in the office are true and correct, no part of it is false and nothing

has been concealed there from.

DEPONENT

si. gee ag vgg±el
Dr. SURESH BABU PASUPULETI)

2snfa '&l' /SCIENTIST 'D'
1lffif~,Govt.of India

~~~I Min. of Env. Forest & CC
~~~ I Integrated Regional Office

Fcluiw11'51 / VIJAYAWADA.
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PART II-Section 3-Sub-section (ii)

7Tferar •,li'.:f, I IT!I ct
PUBLJSHED BY AUHIOIUTY

~- 545]
No. 545]

~~, ti•l('!cll{, "tlTcr 4, 2014~13, 1935

NEW DELHI, TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2014/PHALGUNA 13, 1935

qatau 3it aa rinaa
3rfrqra

7£ fect, 28 #at, 2014

clil.m. 637(31").-~~,~ cme.fDl) 3ffe.wr:ri:r. 1986 (1986 cF,] 29) tfi1 mu 23 ~"!Rm~
qij WWJ cF,@ ~ "3c@ alfuf.:r<m 9'i1 al 5 i srfa zi ffea vfarzii al uaiar (izr) 31ff+a, 1986 911 mu 3 tfi1
-7-IT (3) # zaii a;ama zma nfea fau nu mi ua sin inurda uafa zaaa 7fratwii (fa zj
zq# uvaa zaa qfraUUl al 7Ta i) aj ~ mf~~ 3=!1Rt -3TI~ cfi ~~-3TI <IT fa aeaii
<fi'I st qzafan qufrzii at mn # srfaan at au ii ufirsra Iara+i at tfiR1lT <TTIT-m 11fm st aa a
z a # rat fa a#ta z#al vfrzii a i:tf.t Slf'-1141\,i'i cF,] Sllciffr\{01 CR W,TIT <IT ocR! 3TT~ 9'i1 mu 5 cf.
~m zjm -~ B W,TIT, "4'R ~ ~ 911 U<i it c'TTcn mi it itw~~ %, "4'R :wrf&m it m
sf+awi a feu 3aa ufzaisra yaaai at daft uafaw 3raufazii al si urfnra oo <IT arm fan sa ea fr±
"ITU ~ 9'i1 ~ qi] Slc'4141"1'1 cRill ~I

["fr. ~-11013/2/2013-~ "tJ: (~ )]

3rm7aan, #zgaa nfaa
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTANDFORESTS

NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the 28th February, 2014

S.O. 637(E).-In exercise of the powers conferred by section 23 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of
1986). the Central Government hereby delegates the powers vested in it under section 5 of the said Act to all the State and
Union Territory Environment Impact Assessment Authorities (Hereinafter referred to as the said Authorities) constituted
by the Centra l Government under sub-section (3) of section 3 of Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, to issue show cause
notice to project proponents in case of violation of the conditions of the envioronment clearances issued by the said
Authorities to projects or activities within their jurisdiction and to issue directions to the said project proponents for
keeping such environment clearances in abeyance or withdrawing them, if required, for violations, subject to the condition
that the Central Government may revoke such delegations of powers or may itself invoke the provisions of section 5 of the
said Act, if in the opinion of the Centra l Government such a Course of action is necessary in the public interest.

[No. J-11013/2/2013-lA. (1)]

AJAY TYAGT, Jt. Secy.
950 Gl/2014 (!)
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3rfrqar
,{fu;:m, 28~. 2014

GT.,3IT. 638(37).-#;taa, vaia1 (iarv) 31f4fa, 1986 (1986 al 29) cfi1 'tTTU 19 cF.1:sJlls (9i") GJD~
farazii a vim ata au s#a a#t mi # yaisra # fag za snagsawna (3) is7a iiya #mi sfafqa
31fra1far # mer3maw # +a (2) ii sfeafaa fr4wa 2if4art #i nfaaaart :

a7aut

( I )

I.

2.

(2)

q4aw (air) 31f4fa4, 1986 #7 7a 3 cfft "d"C!'tfm (3) ci:
37ft #;taua ru fa la i uqaa rat r4fan
+7HT,Ta If4U (UH.$.TS.,)
rafaw iia iaaa (u.ii.{u.) cf. fcF.;,gf~~
ij aaa aiz f?a, a1 #era 4 7 7a 41 a1 Fir

(3)

uzafan 2ii a in+a 47U z7I­

aftfvaa qr±fa arieaa #i srfra1fa
[i. i-11013/2/2013-3n{ (n)]

375ami, zizgaa nfaa

NOTIF1CATION
NewDelhi, the 28th February, 2014

S.0. 638(E).-In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (a) of section 19 of the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986 (29 of 1986), the Central Government hereby authorises theAuthority or officer mentioned in column (2) of the
Table hereto for the purpose of the said section with the jurisdiction mentioned against each of them in column (3) of that
Table:

TABlE

S.No.

(I)

I.

2

Authority/Officer

(2)

State or Union Territory level Environment Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA) constituted by the
Central Government under sub-section (3) of section
3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.

Any Director, Conservator of Forests orAdditional
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests Posted in
any of the Regional Offices of the Ministry of
Environment and Forests (MoEF).

Jurisdiction

(3)

Whole of State or Union Territory

Jurisdiction of the Regional Office as
decided by the Ministry of
Environment and Forests

[No.J-11013/2/2013-IA. (I)]
AJAYTYAGI, Jt. Secy.

Printed by the IV!anager, Government of lndia Press. Ring Road, Mayapuri. New Delhi-110064
and Published by the Controller of Publications. Delhi-110054.
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71fart 7arf?ta
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY
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,r{~ .~ . ~ 20, 2022~ 30, 1944
NEW DELHI, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20, 2022/CHAITRA 30, 1944

44FF(OI, cA"attz~ qft.c1J.i~
sf@rgaaT

.,{~. 20~. 2022

Cfi"f_.3lf. 1886(3f).-~~ 9'-lT-=1(01 am: cfrf Nm1r t ¥9CTT ~ if 94Tcf(OI (W&fUJ")
sf0far, 1986#mu (3) #~-mu (1) am:~-mu (2) tm (v) t 3faH~ J?ffifi<TT CfiT~m
gC!,", q <11 ct (01 ft 1-l I '41 a fafw sf4aa1, 2006 (ftzui z# "9"'mcf {sr{u sfrqaa1, 2006 ofiW <PTT t),
9 R:~, "1 <1 I dTT #~ ffl ~ fi;rQ: ~ q <l fct (On <l ~ 3ITTfT"99'i ~ ~ fu-Q:,~ Cfi"f.3lf .1533(ar), cTT"fusr
14 friar, 2006 arr 7arfrfr

am:~ 9'-ltcf(OI ft1-11'41a f.?tuh:ur~ (~~) CfiT 1]orfm "&" ~ fa fr uarai ~
fi;rQ: 4'-licf(OI ~ (ffi) "Cf.:: faa z# srata a fr 7raritfsa fii #r rima z{ zura +ax ~
{~~. 2006 ~ cfil<llrcf<l<1 ~ffilJ, 4'-lTcf(OI (W&fUf)~. 1986#mu 3#~-mu (3) ~
3faH~ <PTT t

am:~ q,if-=1(01 ft1-11'41a f.?tuh:ur~ -;'J q,~rct(o1 ~ 'f<'"'~iif,<j 1fafa iaz aif if
"9"<lT"R' 31:!~m~ ~ am:~ "fcR "Cf.:: q 4 r ct :co1 ~~ ~ ~!Im am: i=rm-!iff R"9"c.Trf ~ fi;rQ:~!ff

i:nfu ~ lTT't"<l+f if~~ if 611<1 <-11 ~<1 cf)"{ RlTT <PTT t
#r a7rmar zrsa +a+int fr ufaa # fa ufazw +is7 1fat#t s# faifr4a +ar

3TT9!/"J.fifi~ t
3ID: 3TT"1" # cTT"fusr if, ~~TT 'A I l A< I £l ~ 1-l Q.ccf cr,f ~ ~ "ffil!l "Dfrr ~m 3ID: ft 11-l Ra +za

+iifra 1aif "&" <Ft qf<:~1;,i;:i1arr 'PT~ "fcR "Cf.:: m Teri+a far st zer2,fifavar zrjra +za
fiarzii #r szn ifm gC1,"~~ ii 'i:<'"<l i +a #var raszua +raft z;
2770 Gl/2022 (I)
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ara: 3,q, ~ mn:, q,i19zo1 (ffil?.{Uf) f.'t;:rl:r, 1986 t. f.'t;:rl:r 5 t. ~-f.'t;:rl:r (4) t. m~ qfta
q,if9zo1 (ffi l?.{Uf)~ . 1986 (1986 <tiT 29) <fr- mu 3 <fr-~-mu (1) 3lh: ~-mu (2) t. "cis (v) 1;:TD

~ ~Tfifi"m <tiT "SPTTlTm g1J,"~ R<PTT t. f.'t;:rl:r 5 t.~-f.'t;:rl:r (3) t. "cis (cf.) t. anft.r~ ;fr- 3N&TT ~
mm t, trm, &licf>fB_a it m--«fmR <Fl clc'<fi lJlii 9<lTg{OI ~ cf"'1'"~<fr-arr~ mTcf.
<ti"T.3TT. 1533(ar),~ 14 Rt akl z, 2006,<fr-~ if F,i+;;if?,i F@a 3lh: ti"~rr~ cf."{cft tar~:-

~~it-
(1) m 4 it,~-m (iii cf.) t,~"Cf"{, faffaa zar srur, srafa­
(iii cfi) vfftlT '<W ZIT mJ.1Rifi llT fFW~ ir ifcifi1rr t ZIT~ if;ttzr m:cfi7Z f;TV" d1,2cfiJH #fr J.1fiM1<.7,
JllipMcfi 3!TWT3ll" #?ft Jtrlllq!{lPf)f!T3ll" it"m frifrm '&' qR_,f'};;lrfl3ll" "cf[~FcPrr 17Wt ZIT Uffe7T
cfil<[#iJ.fl° ZIT pfjj,ff ZIT fir~r,r ZIT f(ifr qR;f}iifrildll" it" areftrr 91./tc{<.U/ it"~ M4/cf,H79J° cfiT ricref.:r ITT it"
f?rr[ ~ ~~ # lNT~ f!Tl?:T-WJ.fT fr arfi)cf; /4H°Fc/d ~ 3fl"< f!Tl?:T-f!Tl?:T TT ~ rfriff # lNT­
~~"cfr TJZT cfiZiftg ~ if;ttzr ffi( TTm a' aferrarsir a ~ #mrr FcPrr ii1Tl:[17T,·

(2)~if,-
(i) ~ 1 (cf.) t.~.­
(cf.) "fer~ (3) it, -

(cf.) z.-#aar a+a T?#+iia ii"> 100~~~ITT"'' a+a Tz, fuffaa zar =70Tr,
srrfa:.­

"a7aa a sarar srraas a+aT?#ziir>25o zaruzaaaTr tr";
("©") ">150~II "Slcflct; , 3l"efi 3lh: arw t~°Cf{,"> 500~" "Slcflct; , am 3lh: arm: zasit;

("©") "fer~ (4) it, -
(cf.) "ih:-~~ t.~u it <1 oo~~~ITT t.~ -er{,

llF'', f.i+;;if?-\F@a {m~. ar~: -

"a afs aaa rrtt it" rt<iu if ro lf,FT qpm- 3fl<~ it" 3RTcfT 3r,:lT 7a afasaa rrt it"
rt<iu #<25022rz aaa qp iff';·
("©") "<150 2#er" a 1tai, siai 3lh: arm:1 a +na T? "<500 z4ear" # "Slcflct; , 3lcfi 3Th: arm:w
wrist;

(ii) ~ 1 (<T) t.~. -
(cf.) "fer~ (3) it, -

(cf.) ~ ~ (i) if, 11> 50~.~. 3fcf>T 3ITT arm:1 t.~ -er{ 11> 100 rarz "1ta, am
it rerz za smist;
(a)# +in (ii) sitz 3mat+iifra 7fapii ar am far snr,TT;

("©") "fer~ (4) if, -
(cfi") ~ ~ (i) it, 11<50~• "Slcflct; , 3lcfi 3ITT 3l"ITT #nTz, "<100 irate' 1Rt4, am 3TR 3l"ITT

+asir;
("©") ~~ (ii) if, -

(I) "am: <50,000 ~" ~~. "Slcflct; 3ITT 3lcfi <tiT~~~;

(II)~ (<T) it m"{Ufr it, "?I- <50,00011
~~.~ 3ITT 3lcfi <tiT~~~; I
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(11") tj~ (5) if, ifi11~ (ii) t '1"'0TT!, f.'l fl R-1 F@a ~~ 3Rf:BTrfita" fof><TT~. 3f~ :-

"(iii) afrr?:-~ 7KT it efeffita~qR_ef);;,,,73ff cflT lj.,r'471irt ?f>m ffi?: IT ffl -if qR_qJ,t it ffAr fif;lrr

(iii) ~ 1 (cf) t~.-
(cfi) tj~ (3) if, "> 50 immara" 1ftai, siai am: a:rau t BWf TT, "> 1 oo~"~. ~ am: a:rau
at zaT 5TUTT;

("©") tj~ (4) if, "<50~•~. 3lofi afR a:fITT t BWf TT, "<100 ~•llcfl2." ~. ~ 3lR a:f&n: &
srii;
(iv) ~ 2(cfi) t~. -

(cfi) f(f-.:f (3) if, ">1"~ 3lR 3lofi t BWf TT, ">2.5 "~ 3lR 3lofi ~ "{ffl~ ;

("©") f(f-.:f (4) if, "<1"~ afR 3lofit BWf TT, "< 2.5"~ afR 3lofi&~;
(11") tj~ (5) if, fcl -t.l l1 I '1 Wt 'l"m, f.'l fl f?-t F@aW 3Rf:BTrfita" fof><TT~. 31"%(: -

,,~1lp ITT" it iftR:~~ "IT!!fAf it ff!2[~~ ?.FM 9R.4t\Jfrffdf[ cit"~~
qR_ ef);;,,,13ff it~ Rl€1J.Jtrt ift71T it~#m ffi?: zrr ~ ffi?: rrr,~~ fctzrr iitTrfT

rt7 zzur;
(v) ~ 2 ("©") t~. -

(cfi) ~ (3) if, fcl -t.l Il I '1 SI fcl f2 ,:j)" cfiT~ fof><TT~;

("©") f(f-.:f (4) if, "<0.5 fi\f?-!41 ~ ml zTTaa" 1Ria, sin, ca zit a:fITT t BWf TT, "B"m~
qf{tScfi,(01 9U41"1'1 I, 9R1Scfi,(01 ~~ 1T{ sznaf far" 9ta za snit;
(11") f(f','.f (5) ii, fcl -t.l Il I '1 W t 'l"m, f.'l fl f?-t F@ a W "{ffl~ ,

31"%(: -

"far f@ra ar+art +ii#i # arr ufr4a aaa uRzRlai a+a TzT taraft +au[aa
fof><TT "fTdT $TT <l1 -i:r~.~ fcR,~ q R-41"1116ft t AT!. fcl-t.l ii 1<1 m+rr t~I";

(vi) ~ 7 (cfi) t~.-
(cfi) tj-.:r (3) if. ''"fp:ft q n:.:i1 ;.i 11 -m" !/~t BWf TT "B"m <li q f.t_ ,~, ;.i 11 Q" !/R +asrii;
("©") tj~ (4) if, f.'l fl R-1 F@a 3fct":BTrfita" fof><TT~. 31"%(: -

"mfr fa+afrari, faii zare ufai frffa 2, Rt affaa 3uin afr ?"
[1:fil. ff. ~ 3-22/10/2022-~. III]

"if.~"¥IT<- csll"1'141,~"fl"Rq

feru: qa sf@rqaarta a zasTr,raw, 'lTTlf 11, ~ 111, ;J"9"-~ (ii), in+.. 1533(7), aria
14 friar, 2006 zrzr 7a1fa ft +{ f # afa4aar +in mn1.. 1807(), aria 12 sja,
2022 arr sifa ff!/TTa,:f fof><TT 1T<lT ~ I
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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 20th April, 2022

S.O. 1886(E).-WHEREAS, the Central Government in the erstwhile Ministry of Environment
and Forests, in exercise of its powers under sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of section (3)
of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 has published the Environment Impact Assessment Notification,
2006 (hereinafter referred to as the ETA Notification, 2006), vide number S.O.1533 (E), dated the 14th
September, 2006 for mandating prior environmental clearance for certain category ofprojects;

And whereas, the State Environment Impact Assessment Authorities (SETAAs) have been
constituted under sub-section (3) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 for
implementation of the ETA Notification, 2006 at State level for exercising delegated powers to consider and
grant Environmental Clearance (EC) for all proposals under Category B;

And whereas, the SEIAAs have gained substantial experience over the past fifteen years in the EC
appraisal process and the process at the State level has also been made completely online through the
PARIVESH portal for efficient and transparent disposal ofEC proposals;

And whereas, the Central Government deems it necessary to further decentralise the EC process for
facilitating clearances at State level;

And whereas, as on date, category 'B' projects, relating to national defence and strategic
importance with significant element of security involvement are also being appraised at the State level
which, the Central Government deems it necessary to be appraised centrally taking into account national
security concerns;

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section
(2) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986),read with sub-rule(4) of rule 5 of
the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Government, after having dispensed with the
requirement of notice under clause (a) of sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the said rules, in public interest, hereby
makes the following further amendments in the notification of the Government of India, in the erstwhile
Ministry of Environment and Forests, number S.O. 1533 (E), dated the 14th September, 2006, namely:­
In the said notification,­

(1) in paragraph 4, for sub-paragraph (iii a), the following shall be substituted, namely:­

(iii a) Such Category 'B' projects, relating to the National defence or strategic or security importance or
those as notified by the Central Government on account of exigencies such as pandemics, natural disasters
or to promote environmentallyfriendly activities under National Programmes or Schemes or Missions or
such projects which are inordinately delayed beyond the stipulated timeline as laid down in this
notification and also meet the criteria as laid down in this regardfrom time to time, shall be considered at
the Central level as Category 'B'projects;
(2) in the Schedule,-

(i) against item l(a),­

(a) in column (3),-

(A) for">I 00 ha. of mining lease area in respect of non-coal mining lease", the following shall
be substituted, namely:-

">250 ha mining lease area in respect ofmajor mineral mining lease other than coal;

(B) for the symbol, figures and letters "> 150 ha", the symbol, figures and letters "> 500 ha"
shall be substituted;

(b) in colwnn (4),-

(A) for "_ 100 ha ofmining lease area in respect ofnon-coal mine lease", the following shall be
substituted, namely:-

"All mining lease area in respect ofminor mineral mining leases and < 250 ha mining lease area
in respect ofmajor mineral mining lease other than coal";
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(B) for the symbols, figures and letters "< 150 ha", the symbols, figures and letters "< 500 ha"
shall be substituted;

(ii) against item l(c),-

(a) in column (3),-

(A) in serial number (i), for the symbols, figures and letters "2'. 50 MW", the symbols,
figures and letters ">100 MW" shall be substituted;

(B) serial number (ii) and the entries relating thereto shall be omitted;

(b) in column (4),-

(A) in serial number (i), for the symbol, figures and letters "< 50 MW", the symbol, figures
and letters "< I 00 MW" shall be substituted;

(B) in serial number (ii),-

(I) the word, symbol and figures "and < 50,000 ha." shall be omitted;

(II) in point (c) in the table, the word, symbol and figures "to < 50,000" shall be
omitted;

(c) in column (5), after serial number (ii), the following serial number shall be inserted,
namely:-

"(iii) Irrigation projects involving Inter-State issues shall be appraised at Central level without
change in category.";

(iii) against item I (d),-

(a) in column (3), for the symbols, figures and letters " 50 MW", the symbols, figures and letters
"100 MW" shall be substituted;

(b) in column (4), for the symbol, figures and letters "< 50 MW, the symbol, figures and letters
"< l 00 MW" shall be substituted;

(iv) against item 2(a),-

(a) in column (3), for the symbols and figure "l", the symbols and figures "> 2.5" shall be
substituted;

(b) in column (4), for the symbols and figure "<l", the symbols and figures "< 2.5° shall be
substituted;

(c) in column (5), after the existing paragraph, the following paragraph shall be inserted, namely:­

"Integrated coal mining projects with washeries located within mining lease area shall continue to
be considered at Central level or State level, as the case may be, as per the extant threshold for coal
mining projects.";

(v) against item 2 (b),-

(a) in column (3), the existing entries shall be omitted;

(b) in column (4), for the symbol, figures, words and letters "< 0.5 million TPA throughput", the
words "All mineral beneficiation projects irrespective of the procedure for beneficiation" shall be
substituted;

(c) in column (S), after the existing paragraph, the following paragraph shall be inserted, namely:­

"Jntegratcd mining projects with bencficiation plants located within mining lease area shall
continue to be considered at Central level or State level, as the case may be, as per the extant
threshold for mining projects.";

(vi) against item 7 (a),-

(a) in column (3), for the words "All projects", the words "All new projects" shall be substituted;
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(b) in column (4), the following shall be inserted, namely:-

"All expansions projects, including airstrips, which are for commercial use.".

[F. No. IA3-22/10/2022-IA.III]

Dr. SUJIT KUMARBAJPAYEE, Jt. Secy.

Note : The principal notification was published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, Section III,
sub-section (ii), vide, number S.O. 1533(E), dated the 14th September, 2006 and was last amended,
vide, the notification number S.O. 1807(E), dated the 12th April, 2022.
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