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BEFORE THE HONOURABLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL

SOUTHERN ZONE, CHENNAI

Original Application No.47 of 2023(SZ)

In the matter of;

Suresh S/O Pachiyappan,

6/36, Alamelupuram, Pappireddipatti,

Dharmapuri, Tamilnadu -636905

(e

Versus

. Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.

Rep .by its Chairperson,
76. Anna salai, Guindy Industrial Estate,

Guindy, Chennai - 600032

The Executive Engineer,
Water Resource Department.
Upper Pennaiyar Basin Division,

Dharmapuri.

The Executive Engineer,
Ground Water Division,
Water Resource Department,

Vellore.

The Assistant Engineer,
Water Resource Department,
Irrigation Section,
Pappireddipatti,

Dharmapuri.

... Applicant(s)



5. The District Collector
I*' Floor, Main Building,
District Collectorate,

Dharmapurti — 636 705

6. M/s. Varalakshmi Starch Industries (P) Lid.
Rep. by its Director A. Vinoth Kumar,
“Varalakshmi Tower”,
No. 127/1, 2" Floor, Gandhi Road,
Salem — 636 007 ... Respondent(s)

REPORT FILED ON BEHALF OF THE 2" RESPONDENT

I. 1. S. Kumar S/0 Thiru. Shanmugam aged 59 currently discharging my duties as Executive
Engineer, Water Resources Department, Upper Pennaiyar Basin Division, Dharmapuri do

solemnly affirm and sincerely state as follows.

INTRODUCTION:

2. It is submitted that, Mr. Suresh the applicant. filed this Original Application Numbered
47 of 2023 (SZ) betore the Honourable National Green Tribunal, Chennai on 21.04.2023
alleging various environmental violations against M/s Varalakshmi Starch Industries, the
6" Respondent. located in survey no 75PT, 77PT, 78PT, 168PT, of Pappireddipatti
village and 121PT. 125PT, 128-132PT, 138PT of Alamelupuram Village, Pappireddipatti
Taluk of Dharmapuri District. The 6" respondent industry produce starches and modified
starches from tapioca and also produces by-products like tapioca thippy (dry), maize
germ dry. maize gluten dry and maize husk( fibre dry) with a production capacity of more
than 10000 metric tons. The National Green Tribunal, SZ. Chennai, in its order dated
14.09.2023 ordered to submit accordingly. field inspection was carried out inside and

surroundings of the M/s Varalakshmi Starch Industries on 19.10.2023.
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3. Itis humbly submitted that this report is prepared based on the field observations and the
data available with this office pertaining, indicating the measurements of the level of this

pond and river.

DETAILS OF THE INDUSTRY:

4. It is submitted that, in general, Sago and starch production from tapioca root crop is one
of the major food industries in the western districts of Tamil Nadu. Nearly 1000 sago and
starch processing factories are operating in Tamil Nadu. The 6™ Respondent is located in
survey no 75PT, 77PT, 78PT, 168PT, of Pappireddipatti village and 121PT, 125PT, 128-
132PT, 138PT of Alamelupuram Village, Pappireddipatti Taluk of Dharmapuri District.
It was started in the year 1995 and the commercial production commenced from the year
1997 onwards.

5. The industry produce starches and modified starches from tapioca and also produces by-
products like tapioca thippy(dry), maize germ dry, maize gluten dry and maize husk(fibre
dry) with a production capacity of more than 10000 metric tons. The Industry discharge
4.3KLD sewage and 500.0KLD of trade effluents into the industry's own land covered by
trees as instructed by District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution control

Board, Dharmapuri.

6. In Para 14 the applicant alleged that “The industry has illegally dug a tank / well - more
than 100 fi in depth, spread over 4.5-5 acres in area. The industry's own description of
the tank's dimensions is 175 m x 110 m with 20 m water holding height (depth), in reality

it is much deeper. It is also reliably learnt that the industry has sunk bores in this tank”.

It is observed that 3 open wells are found in the premises. Further, a pond structure
with a dimension of 90m x 51.50m, 100.5m x 10m, 109m x 114.50m and it covers an
area of approximately around 4.7 acres. The depth was measured in the accessible
area as 10.5m, 20m in the eastern side boundary of the pond. In that pond 11
number of side bores are identified by Water Resource Department in the presence

of Peniyar farmers association.



It is humbly submitted that, the applicant made an allegation that “The industry has been
illegally tapping water from the Peeniyaru River flowing adjacent to the industry. The
Peeniyaru River flows adjacent to the deep tank and water from the river drains/ seeps
into the tank/well. They had also installed illegal side bore to abstract water and a Jfew
illegally laid side-bores have been sealed by the authorities but there are more such

hores.

It is humbly submitted that, the distance between the Peeniyaru River embankment
and the pond is Sm. Further, side bores from Peeniyar River have been identified by
the Water Resources Department officials in the presence of Peeniyar farmers
association and a total of 11 no.s of side bores have been fully closed and no more

side bore are certified as of now.

The applicant alleged that “The effluent discharged on land also drains into the

Peenivaru which is located down gradient and effluent is also discharged into the river”

RESPONSE:

During the visit to the said Industry of the 6" Respondent an RC pipe was observed from
the land where the said treat effluent water is drained to the Peeniyar river but no effluent
was observed to be discharged during the time of the visit or traces were found to support

this allegation

In paral6 the applicant stated that, "It is submitted that the area is dry and rainfall is
limited to a few months a year. The Peeniyaru is the only sources of water, originating in
the Kalvarayan hills with good flow during monsoon season, with flowing water for
around 6 months a year. The industry has been drawing water illegally from Peeniyaru

as elaborated in the subsequent sections of this application. ™

RESPONSE:

The applicant stated the fact that this is a seasonal river and its place of origin but the
river does not have good flow to say that such quantum of water could be drawn from

such to operate the industry wholly with such water, the rainfall data of this stretch for
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the past three years is annexed in the Annexure — I, where it can be noted that it receives
marginal rainfall only during the Seasonal rains which spans from late July or early

August to late October and Early November.

In Para (22) the Applicant alleged that, “The industry”’ s massive well is constructed to
the south of the industrial plant and the industry, the ETP area and the 15 hectares with
seemakaruvelam are to the north of the massive well/tank that has been constructed. The
so called rainwater harvesting pond is up gradient to the entire factory site and other
lands. It is a wonder how this massive well they have constructed can serve as a
rainwater harvesting pond while gravity will result in the water flowing down gradient
towards the north and (o the east where the Peenivaru flows, the 6" respondent industry’s
claim is completely false. The water from the Tapioca drying yards is not being to the
tank / well and the only recording of drain leading to the well / tank is in the context of

rainfall along the roads.”

RESPONSE

I'L

As mentioned above the Tank according to the 6" Respondent is a rain water harvesting
pond and such has the elements of such and 11 side bore well like connections were

identified there and such was closed use concrete by the WRD.

[t is humbly submitted that, the applicant makes a speculation that the closing of the side
bore wells by concrete is not enough measure and the said industry may involve in an act
of removing such to use the side bore well but no such was reported to be done by the 6"
Respondent. During the inspection the Farmers Association also accompanied the WRD
and the identified side bore wells were sealed the allegation that there are ten or more
such is not noticed by the Officials are speculative when not substantiated, the numbers

reported by the WRD are based on the inspection embarked and action taken.

.1t is humbly submitted that, the sixth respondent here in applied for permission with the

WRD to grant consent to draw water from the Peeniyar river and such was categorically

rejected by the WRD. Regarding the discharge of trade effluent and sewage The
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INPCB’s report is in no odds with the observation made by us in the visit. No effluent
was found to be dumped in the river during inspection and no such traces were found

during the visit made.

13. In order to prevent the illegal tapping of river water by the way of laying pipeline in the
river and to prevent from letting the water in the river, its assured that relevant

instructions are passed as to prevent any future violations if this sort.

14. In light of the report submitted the tribunal may be pleased to pass orders which it may

deem fit in rendering justice.

Date: | 71+\0~22 Signature \@

With seal: Upper penes

YERIFICATION

I, S. Kumar, S/o Thiru. Shanmugam, aged about 59, discharging my duties as Executive
Engineer. Water Resources Department, Upper Pennaiyar Basin Division, Dharmapuri, do verify
that the submissions in paragraph are true and correct to the best of my knowledge as per record

and verify the same at Dharmapuri on t 1.10.2023.

Date: 171-19+23 Signature

With seal: Ugper Penn
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14. | 14.8.2022 | NIL | 14.9.2022 | NIL | 14.10.2022 |18 [ 14112022 | NIL |[14.12.2022 | 8 ]
15. | 15.82022 | NIL |15.9.2022 | NIL | 15.10.2022 |4 |[15.11.2022 14 [15.12.2022 [NIL |
16. | 16.8.2022 | NIL | 16.9.2022 | NIL | 16.10.2022 | NIL | 16.11.2022 INIL [16.12.2022 [NIL |
17. 17.82022 | NIL | 17.9.2022 | NIL | 17.10.2022 |49 [17.11.2022 [ NIL [17.12.2022 [N |
18. 18582022 | NIL | 18.9.2022 | NIL | 18.10.2022 | NIL [18.11.2022 | NIL | 18.12.2022 | NIL |
19. 10.82022 | NIL | 19.9.2022 | NIL | 19.102022 | NIL [ 19.11.2022 | NIL [ 19.12.2022 I
20. | 20.8.2022 | NIL | 20.9.2022 | NIL | 20.10.2022 |NIL [20.11.2022 | NIL [ 20.12.2022 [NIL |
21 | 21.8.2022 | NIL |21.9.2022 [ NIL [ 21.10.2022 [3 [21112021 | NIL 21122021 [NIL |
22. 22.8.2022 | NIL | 22.9.2022 | NIL | 22.10.2022 ]Nl | 22.11.2021 | NIL [ 22.12.2021 | NIL |
23. ‘23.8.2022 [NIL_|23.9.2022 | NIL_[23.10.2022 | NIL [23.11.2021 [2 |23.12.2021 [ NIL ]
24. | 2482022 |1 |24.9.2022 [ NIL [ 24.10.2022 IN L |24.11.2021 |17 [24.1.2021 | NI ]
25. | 2582022 |52 |259.2022 |NIL [25.10.2022 |NIL [25.11.2021 [4 [25.12.2021 [ NIL ]
2682022 |1 | 2692022 | NIL | 26.10.2022 [NIL | 26.11.2021 | NIL | 26.12.2021 | 15 ]
27.82022 | 65 |27.9.2022 | NIL [ 27.10.2022 | NIL [27.11.2021 | NIL | 27.12.2021 | 11 |
. 28.8.2022 | NIL | 28.9.2022 | NIL_[28.10.2022 | NIL [28.11.2021 | NIL | 28.12.2021 | 3 |
J




29.122021 [Wn |
30122021 [N
11122021 [N
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NI CRAL | FEB RAIN | MARCH | RAIN | APRIL RAIN | MAY RAIN [JUNE  [RAN TIULY [ RaiN |
N
FALL FALL FALL FALL FALL &
FALL | FALL
e M %1\2.2023 nt 1132023 | 142023 |mw 152023 [N | 16202 [N [172023 |NiL |
3
2 21203 (N (222023 [NU [232023 |NL |242023 |NIL |252023 [NIL 26202 |NIL 272023 Wﬂ
i 3 | I
{ | S S i — |
3 312023 | NL 1322023 [N [332023 |NIL |342023 |NIL [352023 |NIL 36202 [NIL 1372023 INL |
Y 11205 TNU 1222003 [NU 432023 [NL |442023 |NIL | 452023 |35 46202 [NIL 1472023 [N |
3 L
. S NN R I
S 5.1.2023 NiL | 5.2023 NIL 5.3.2023 NIL 5.4.2023 NIL 5.5.2023 NIL 5.6.202 | NiL 572023 | NI |
] : ]
L ey — 1
S 6.1.2023 ; NIL | 6..2023 NIL 6.3.2023 NIL 6.4.2023 NIL 6.5.2023 NIL 6.6.202 | NIL 6.7.2023 | NIL ;
‘ 3
| |
3 T712023 | NL |7.2023 | NI [732023 |NIL (742023 |NIL 75203 | NIL 176202 |NIL | 7.7.2023 NI
| 3
& 812023 | NL |822023 |NIL |832023 |NIL [842023 |NL 852023 |NIL 86202 |NIL 872023 |NL
: : X
L ]
o Te1203 | NIL |922023 |NIL |932023 |NIL [942023 |NL 952023 |NIL 96202 NI 872023 NIL
'l ' 3
I | r
[10. 1012023 |NIL |10.2.2023 | NiL 10.3.2023 | NIiL | 10.4.2023 | NIL 10.5.2023 | NIL | 10.6.20 |NIL |10.7.2023 | NL
| 23
i | —
irll. [ 11.1.2023 | NIL | 11.2.2023 NIL 11.3.2023 | NIL 11.4.2023 | NIL 11.5.2023 | NIL 11.6.20 | NIL 11.7.2023 | NIL
| |
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T ' [ T —

L 1252023 [NIL [12620 [NIL [ 1272023 |miL

12. 12.1.
12023 | NIL 11222023 [ NIL [1232023 | NIL | 12.4.2023 | NI
23
|
|
13. 13.12023 | NIL 11322023 [NIL [1332023 |NIL |1342023 |NIL | 1352023 [NIL [13620 [NIL [1372023 |miL |
NIL |
23 |
14. 14.1.2023 | NIL | 1422023 [NIL [1432023 [NIL |14.42023 |NIL  [1452023 [NIL [14.620 |NIL 1472023 |NL |
23
15. 1512023 | NIL (15.2.2023 [NIL |[1532023 |[NIL |15.4.2023 |NIL | 1552023 |NIL 15620 |NIL 1572023 |NIiL
23
16. 16.1.2023 | NIL [16.2.2023 [ NIL |16.32023 [NIL [16.4.2023 [NIL | 16.5.2023 |NIL | 16.6.20 |NIL | 1672023 |2
23 |
. |
17. 17.1.2023 NIL | 17.2.2023 | NIL 17.3.2023 |9 17.4.2023 | NIL 17.5.2023 | 16 17.6.20 | NIL 17.7.2023 | NIL
23 |
!
18. 18.1.2023 NIL [ 18.2.2023 | NIL 18.3.2023 | NIL 18.4.2023 | NiL 18.5.2023 | NIL 18.6.20 | NIL 18.7.2023 | NIL
23
19. 1912023 | NIL | 19.2.2023 | NIL | 19.3.2023 [42 [19.42023 [NIL  [19.52023 |NIL |19.620 |NIL |[19.7.2023 |NIL
23 i
20. 20.1.2023 | NIL [202.2023 |NIL [20.3.2023 |7 204.2023 |NIL [ 2052023 [ NIL [20620 [NIL [207.2023 |NIL |
23 j
21. 2112023 | NIL | 21.2.2023 [ NIL [21.3.2023 [NIL [21.4.2023 |11 2152023 | NIL [21.620 |NIL [21.7.2023 |NL |
L : 23
22.7.2023 | NIL

2222023 | NIL |2232023 |NIL [22.42023 [NIL [ 2252023 | NIL | 22.6.20 | NIL

22. 22.1.2023 NIL
23

23. 23.1.2023 NIL

23.2.2023 | NIL l 23.3.2023 | NIL 23.4.2023 | NIL 23.5.2023 | NIL 23.6.20 | NIL 23.7.2023 NIL
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* B T I T
E—— | |

4. | 2a1. — 1 1l | | - ) | - )
1.2023 | NIL 2422023 | NIL | 2432023 |2 2442023 |7 2452023 | NIL | 24620 | NIL 2472023 fu. |
23 ’ . . *

|
B BT B SR R N I — S S & 4 —
25. 2512023 | NIL |252.2023 | NIL [2532023 | NIL |25.4.2023 |NIL | 2552023 | NIL 25620 ' NiL [ 25.7.2023 | NIL ]
23 f i 1
\26. \25.1.2023 NIL |2622023 |NIL |2632023 |NIL | 2642023 |NIL | 2652023 | NiL 26620 NIL | 267.2023 |62 1
- 23 ‘ ‘ ;
L L Z | |
\27. 2712023 | NIL | 2722023 |NIL | 2732023 |3 |27.42023 | NIL | 2752023 |NIL |27.620 |NIL 2772023 |6 ]
23 r E
‘ | |
\28. 2812023 |NIL [2822023 |NIL | 2832023 |NIL 2842023 |NIL |28.52023 |2 28620 |NIL | 2872023 | NIL |
23 ' , |

29.620 | NIL 12972023 | NIL

|

25. 2912023 | NIL NIL | 2932023 |NIL |29.4.2023 |8 2952023 | 1 i

23 !

| | |

30. 3012023 |NIL NIL 13032023 [NIL |3042023 |NIL | 3052023 |NIL |30620 |NIL | 3072023 | NIL |

23 ‘ * !

|

31 3112023 | NIL NIL | 3132023 |NIL | 1142023 |NIL | 1152023 |NIL |11.620 | NiL T:n 72023 | NIL ‘
23 , :‘

| § ]
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AUG | RAI
N
( | | FALL
{ 1 am223 | W
P 1m0 ML
|9 5 182079 | NI
AB202% | NIL
N8202% | NIL
682023 | NI
7.8.2023 NIl
8.8.2023 NIL
9.8.2023 NIL
10.8.2023 |8
1182023 | 322
12.8.2023 5
13.8.2023 | NIL
14. 14.8.2023 NIL
15. 15.8.2023 | NIL
16. 16.8.2023 | NIL




17.82023 | NIL

18.82023 | NIL
119.82023 | NIL
20.8.2023

21.8.2023

2282023 | 184

23. \ 23.8.2023 \ NIL

\f. \ 2482023 | NIL
Lzs. ‘ 25.8.2023 | NIL
Eﬁ. 26.82023 | NIL
27. 27.8.2023 | NIL
28. 28.8.2023 | NIL
29. 29.8.2023 | NIL
30. 30.8.2023 | NIL
31 11.8.2023 | NIL
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	BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
	SOUTHERN ZONE, CHENNAI
	IN THE MATTER OF:

