OA : 41 of 2020

“Cooum River under the siege of encroachment:
When will the authorities take action?”
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News Item in Dinamalar newspaper, Chnai Editin dated 28th July 2021




Manavala Nagar, 28" July:

In the Manavala Nagar area of Tiruvallur, both sides of the Koovam river have
been encroached and letting the sewage in the river, shocked social activists. The
Koovam River, which originates in the Kesavaram Dam area next to Perambakkam in
Tiruvallur district, flows through Perambakkam, Kondancherry, Kadambathur,
Manavala Nagar, Aranvayal and flows into the sea near Napier Bridge in Chennai. Of
these, Kadambathur Union, Manavala Nagar in Venkathur Panchayat, including the
River and the banks on both sides of the Coouam River have been encroached by
more than 400 settlements. Also, in the Manavala Nagar area, the Solid Waste
Management Project and the Sewerage canal system are not implemented properly,
so the waste water and garbage is collected in the Cooum River.

As a result, the groundwater level is affected and there is a risk of contagion to
the public. Similarly, 'septic tank' wastes of households and private companies is
dumped on the Cooum River by private lorries. Therefore, activists have urged the
district administration to take appropriate action to remove encroachments in the
Cooum river area and prevent the mixing of garbage and waste water. Demands
have intensified not only for Tiruvallur district but also for the detection and removal
of encroachments along the Cooum river route.



