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NoA3/108/2020/Envt 09/06/2021,Thiruvananthapuram

From
Additional Chief Secretary to Government

To
Adv. E. Kumaresan ,
Standing Counsel,
National Green Tribunal South Zone,
Chennai.

Sir,

Sub: Environment Department- Order dated 05/11/2020 in OA
No0395/2013- request to seek additional time to comply the order

Ref: 1.)Order dated 05/11/2020 in OA N0395/2013 of Hon.
National Green Tribunal , South Zone ,Chennai.
2)G.0.(Rt) No.02/2021/Envt dated 05.01.2021 of Envt(A) Dept
3).Govt letter of even number dated 24/02/2021.

I am directed to invite your attention to the reference cited . The
Hon’ble National Green Tribunal vide order dated 5-11-2020 in OA
395/2013, directed the Chief Secretary and the Principal Secretary to
come up with a proper action plan to solve the pollution problems of river
Periyar. Government vide order cited above constituted a committee
consisting of officers from the Irrigation Department, Local Self
Government Department , Director Of Industries and Commerce and

Kerala State Pollution Control Board for preparing a holistic Action Plan
on Pertyar.
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File No.ENVT-A3/108/2020-ENVT

The first meeting of the committee was held on 29.01.2021. Due to
the pandemic situation that followed and as model code of conduct in
connection with the Legislative Assembly election were in force, the next
meeting of the Committee could be convened only on 14.05.2021. The
holistic action plan can only be prepared based on the extensive study
report / recommendations of the Supervisory Committee constituted by
the Hon'ble Tribunal. The Supervisory Committee is yet to file the final
report. The interim report on the basis of the actions taken so far is
enclosed herewith . The interim report on the basis of the actions taken so
far is enclosed herewith .

In these circumstances, I am to request you to move the Hon'ble
National Green Tribunal for extension of time by three months for
submission of the holistic action plan by the State Government .

Yours Faithfully,
Sharmila C
Joint Secretary

For Secretary to Government.

Approved for issue,
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Minutes of the first meeting on 29.01.2021 of the Commiittee constituted for preparing

comprehensive action plan (in 0.A.395/2013) on behalf of the State for the abatement of

Periyar River pollution

~The first meeting of the committee constituted by the Govt. to prepare the action plan to solve

the abatement of Periyar river pollution, started at 3pm on 29.01.2021. The following members

were attended in the meetingthrough VC.

1. Sri. Rajesh, SE, Irrigation Central Circle, Thrissur (Member)

2. Sri. Biju P. Abraham, General Manager, DIC, Emakulam (Member)

3. Smt. Shobana Kumari B., SE, LSGD (Member) . ,

4. Smt. Shahana, AEE, (on behalf of the Chief Environmental Engineer, KSPCB, RO,EKM
5.

Smt. Premaletha S., Environmental Engineer, KSPCB, Head Office. (Member Convenor)
In addition to the above the following field officers of the Board were also present in the VC,

1. Sri. EbyVargese,Environmental Engineers District Office, Idukki
2. Smt. Suseela Nair, V.A., EE, DO, TSR
3. Sri. Sajeesh Joy, AEE, ESC, Eloor
At the outset, the Member Secretary explained the necessity of convening this meeting

and the role of the committee as detailed below:;

The Hon’ble NGT after observing the report of the Chairman, SLMC in O. A.395/2013,
vide order dated 04.02.2020, directed the Chief Secretary and the Principal Secretary,

Environment Department to come up with a proper action plan to solve the pollution problems of

river Periyar. In compliance with the order the State Pollution Control Board submiited to NGT
that a holistic approach is needed to solve the problem of Periyar pollution and it can be enabled
only with the co-operation of different Govt. departments including Industries Department,
Irrigation Department, Local Self Govt. Department etc. The Chief Secretary, Govt. of Kerala
also submitted report to NGT that the pollution aspects of Periyar can be addressed
comprehensively, only with. the effective co-operation of various Govt. departments and the
action plan will be evolved with the active participation of all departments/authorities and that
the report will be filed by the State through the Environment Department. NGT accepted the -
reports of the State Govt. and KSPCB in its order dated 05.11.2020 in O A 395/2013 and




directed to submit the action taken reports by respective departments, the State Govt. are directed
to submit the action taken reports by respective departments and progress reports and action plan
on or before 26.02.2021. And the Government accorded sanction to constitute a committee with

the above listed members vide order dated 05.01.2021.

There are other three cases O A 396/2013, 0 A é42/20] 6, O A 262/2017 pending before
the NGT in respect of pollution caused to river Periyar. As directed by the NGT combined
committee constituted is looking into the issues in these O.As. and the combined committee is to
come up with a definite action plan based on field inspections and assessment of the present
scenario of pollution along Periyar. The phase 1 and 2 inspection and monitoring by the

combined commiitee is over.

As per the NGT order dated 21.01.2019 a Joint Committee constituted and directed them
to go into the aspects on the basis of observations made by the Chairman, SLMC and to come up
with a plan for remedying the situation in an effective manner and to submit report to the
Tribunal.

Smt. Shahana, AEE, RO, Ernakulam reported the following regarding the status of

combined committee inspections:

i) Phase 1: Combined Committee inspection and monitoring of
industries/establishments, river streams and drains reaching Periyar river stretch
“in Idukki district is over and aWaiting for analysis reports of pesticides and heavy -
metals.

it) Phase 2: Combined Committee inspection and monitoring river streams and
drains in the river stretch starting from Neriyamangalam to Kodungallure in
Ernakulam and Thrissur district is also completed and analysis reports of
pesticides and heavy metals. _

iii) Phase 3: Inspection and monitoring of industries/establishments and river streams
in the remaining area in Ernakulam and Thrissur districts is pending
Sri Sajeesh Joy, AEE, Environmental Surveillance Centre opined that the support

of LSGD and Irrigation Department is essential for identifying sources and drains along

the Periyar river stretch.



After discussion the following decisions were taken

1. As the river Periyar transverses through the three districts in the State, vizIdukki,
Ernakulam and Thrissur the support of concerned local bodies are essential in the
preparation of the action plan. The SE, LSGD shall consult with the Govt. Secretaries of
LSGD (Urban) and LSGD and include the Secretaries of concerned Local bodies along
the stretches of Periyar river and report further nominations needed to include in the
committee,

2. As per the order of the Hon’ble Supreme Court /NGT the minimum flow in rivers
especially in summer season is to be maintained by the Irrigation Department. The SEE,
Irrigation shall appraise the matter to the higher level officers concerned as the matter
pertains to release of water from dam. The possibility of plugging unauthorized
discharges with the support from the Irrigation department is also.to be looked into.

3. To address the industrial pollution, the General Manager, DIC shall come up with the
plan for the requirement of ETPs to Industries in the area and evolve proposals for
CETPs if necessary in specified industrial areas. Officers from concerned industries, if
needed, shall be nominated after consulting with the Govt.

Though the comprehensive action plan could be completed only after completing the
phase 3 inspections/monitoring by the combined committee, the Member Secretary suggested
that this committec members shall take parallel actions pertaining to respective departments and
come up with concrete proposals and suggestions for the abatement of river Periyar in the next
meeting. Also the committee members should have a vigorous contact with the member

convener with respect to the finalization of the Action Plan in time.

MEMBI&?ECRETARY



Minutes of the second meeting on 14.05.2021 of the Committee constituted for evolving

comprehensive action plan on behalf of the State for the abatement of Perivar river

pollution

The second meeting of the committee started at 11.00 pm on 14.05.2021 through VC. Following

members were joined the meeting,

L.

2
3
4.
5

Smt. Sandhya, Executive Engineer( on behalf of SEE, Irrigation (Member)

. Smt. Sudersana, Deputy Director (on behalf of GM,DIC, Emakulam (Member)

Smt. ShobanaKumari B., SE, LSGD(Member)
Sri. Baiju MLA, CEE, RO,KSPCB(Member)
Smt. Premaletha S., Environmental Engineer, KSPCB, Head Office, (Member Convenor)

In addition to the above the following field officers of the Board were also present in the VC.

1.

-

Sri. EbyVargese,EE,DO, Idukki
Smt. Soumya, AEE, DO, TSR
Smt. Vinaya, SEE,ESC,Eloor '
Sri. Sajeesh Joy, AEE, ESC,Eloor
Sri. Dinesh, EE, DO2,EKM

Smit. Sreelekshmi, EE,DO1,EKM
Smt. Shahana, AEE,RO,EKM

Sri Baiju M. A., CEE, KSPCB in his welcome speech gave a brief introduction to the

importance of the meeting. He explained about the origin of O A 395/2013. He added that there

are two committees constituted by NGT in different O.As (Joint Committee in QA 395 of 2013

for Idukki Case & Supervised Committee in OA 396 of 2013 for Eloor-Kuzhikkandom thodu)

and is to come up with a definite action plan based on field inspections and assessment of the

present scenario of pollution along Periyar. Thereafter, the Hon’ble NGT approved the

constitution of the Combined Committee where officials from CPCB, NEERI, SEIAA, DM and

KSPCB is to overlook the matter. He also pointed out that an action plan was already prepared

by the Board as part of compliance with the order in O A. 673/2018 for Periyar river



rejuvenation along Ernakulam District area of transverse, the action points of which are being
followed up by the DLTC.

The Committee constituted by the Govt. is to evolve holistic action plan in line with the
recommendations of the CPCB Supervised Committee/ Combined Committee. Hon’ble NGT
already directed to submit the action taken reports by respective departments. The State Govt.
also is directed to submit the action taken reports and progress reports and holistic action plan to
Hon’ble Tribunal through the Environment Department.

In the light of the first meeting, the Committee observed the actions taken so far by the
respective Departments:

1. LSGD, Superintendent Engineer, LSGD (Smt. ShobanaKumari B)

Periyar river transverses through three districts such as Idukki, Ernakulam and Thrissur and 47
Local Bodies are on the banks of the river. Though she appraised the urgency and necessity to
the concerned engineering wings of LSGD in this area as decided in the first meeting convened
by the Member Secretary on 29.01.2021, the COVID pandemic situation followed by modal
code of conduct in connection with Legislative Assembly election delayed the progress of follow
up action. The engineering section of LSGD is able to implement the projects which are
approved and recommended by the Council/Committee and hence the engineering wing has the
limitation to evolve action plans as its own and she opined that it would be better if the
concerned President/Secretary of the Local Body to directly involved in the matter. The SE
further suggested that SE, Kochi Corporation; Executive Engineers of District Panchayaths of
Idukki, Thrissur and Ernakulam also to be included in the Committee.

The Chief Environmental Engineer commented on this suggestion as follows,

In the first meeting itself it was made clear that it is the duty of the SE to coordinate the
activities of the LSGDs along the banks of river Periyar and the delay already occurred in the
coordination has to be addressed accordingly. It is also suggested that though the second wave of
COVID - 19 pandemic seems to be severe, the coordination activities shall be accelerated and a
report shall be submitted immediately why these activities are getting delayed. Since the Govt.
entrusted the SE, Engineering Wing of LSGD the responsibility of coordination of activities of
LSGDs, she has to directly interact with the Secretaries of Local Bodies or any other officials

and complete the procedures without any further delay.



2. Department of Irrigation, (Smt. Sandhva, Executive Engineer, Irrigation)

a) Joint inspections were conducted with PCB officials and operated the shutters as and when

required and if situation warrants

b) De-silting process already been done with SDRF fund and remaining will be done on getting

approval of Govt.fund.

c¢) For the identification of unauthorized discharge to the irrigation canal (Edayattuchaal) 1lakh

rupees sanctioned and the tendering is on the way.

d) Construction of walkway, ring roads etc. at the Periyar River bank at industrial belt as
proposed in the action plan in connection with O A 673/2018 is not completed as not obtained
sanction and considering this as NGT matter, long term plan and estimate was submitted to

higher-ups for approval.

e) In order to identify the unauthorized pipeline/discharge by closing the navigation channel, an

estimate of 4.5 lakh rupees was submitted for approval.

) While discussing the matter of maintaining minimum flow maintenance by the Department the
suggestion raised that when situation warrants opening of shutters of dams, it would be better to
be mutually informed by PCB and Irrigation Department so that timely actions pertaining to each
can be taken. The SEE, ESC Eloor will forward monitoring results of Eloor area to Irrigation
Department and the SEE, Irrigation department will ensure that the Order of the Hon’ble NGT in
OA 498 of 2015 is satisfactorily addressed with respect to Periyar river. The SEE, Trrigation

department also agreed to transfer shutter operation protocol well in advance.

During discussion the CEE asked them to submit a time bound proposal so that those details
could be submitted to Chief Secretary and Hon’ble NGT,

3. District Industries Centre (Smt. Sudersana, Deputy Director, DIC)

The implementation of CETP at Edayar industrial area is progressing as part of compliance on
O.A. 673/2018 and assessing the progress in separate meetings. The KWA has already been
entrusted for this project and the ESC Eloor already given sufficient data to KWA.



The CEE asked to make available the list of authorized IDAs/DPs with possibility of discharge
of effluent to the Periyar directly/indirectly and detailed study shall be conducted to provide

common ETP/STP in the respective industrial areas.

4. KSPCB (Sri.Baiju M.A, CEE)

Monitoring of entire stretch of Periyar river is actually planned to be completed in three phases.
The Phase 1 and Phase 2 inspection and sampling completed and the river water quality against
designated-best-use parameters, for primary use, are in desirable limit and no considerable
pollution is noticed except organic load. But post monsoon monitoring is also to be done at these
stations and if needed along other stations also. Due to the spread of second wave of COVID-19
the third phase monitoring could not be started. The schedule for inspection and sampling is to

be decided in the next meeting of the Combined committee which will be convened soon and the

SEE, ESC is entrusted for this. Soon after the monitoring report will be finalized and will be

submitted to Hon’ble NGT and to Environment department.

Towards the end of the meeting discussion was conducted with the respective officers of
District Offices and heard their suggestions. The CEE, RO requested to submit reports pertaining

to their area of jurisdiction to the RO, EKM for including in the Supervised committee report.

S

CHIEF ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEER

The meeting ended at 12.30 pm.

(For and On behalf of the Comuittee)
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