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“Buckingham Canal turns Long Sewer”

Gated complexes closed for
e;ampalgns shoot self in foot
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CHENNAI: In the thick of civic poll preparations, officials seem to be too busy to
tackle highly polluted water bodies near villages along Old Mahabalipuram Road (OMR).
Residential complexes and colonies of independent houses take advantage of the lack of
elected local bodies and are letting out untreated waste and sedimentary dregs from
on-campus sewage treatment facilities into Buckingham Canal and the Muttukadu



backwaters. And on the other end, congested canals result in flooding of Thazhambur
off OMR. These long pending woes of residents of the IT highway have not been
addressed for years. However, the upcoming rural local body elections for village
panchayats in Chengalpet district has brought these issues back to the forefront.

The urbanised villages between Navalur and Kelambakkam are dotted with
skyscrapers and gated communities. More families moved to the city’s peripheries for a
quieter life resulting in a spike in population, currently at 2.5 lakh. This migration,
however, has taken a massive toll on OMR’s ecology given the absence of basic
amenities and infrastructure, including a sewerage system and segregated garbage
collection.

“The pristine Muttukadu backwaters in Navalur’s backyard has been reduced to a
stinky sewer. Not a surprising development as a dump yard is found adjacent to the
massive water body. Sewage let out by independent houses reaches the backwaters
through a dedicated channel and in addition, several gated communities release waste
water from the STP into the water body. A board erected by the local body warning
criminal and penal action against those dumping garbage and letting sewage into the
Buckingham Canal is clearly not viewed as a threat by violators who continue with the
indiscriminate pollution.

“Just 15 years ago, Navalur used to depend on fish sourced from the backwaters
with boats navigating the canal. But, now frogs cannot survive as the water body is
polluted due to untreated sewage and garbage,” said retired Major General Jose
Manavalan, who is part of the Save Muttukadu Backwaters Campaign. Locals are rightly
annoyed especially since their neighbours in Greater Chennai Corporation areas have a
robust system of solid waste segregation at source. Gated communities can afford
services of private waste management companies. But for other residents, waste is
collected by respective local bodies and brought to landfills on tractors.

Meanwhile, overgrown vegetation is choking 26 canals that divert excess
rainwater from Siruseri to Muttukadu backwaters. As a result, areas like Thazambur
frequently grapple with excessive flooding that forced people during the monsoon in
2020 to commute by tractors just to reach the arterial roads. Those in high rises and
gated communities were marooned for a few days. B V Pradeep, a resident of
Thazhambur for seven years, called for the linking of channels to allow free flow of
rainwater. “This would prevent a repeat of 2020 when the locals suffered due to
inundation,” he added.



