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MEMO DATED 4.08.2023 FILED BY THE APPLICANTS 

 

The applicants respectfully submit as follows : 

 

1. That rampant tree felling and clearing of wooded areas has continued despite 

the judgment of this Hon’ble Tribunal dated 28.04.2022 and the statements 

made before this Hon’ble Tribunal in the present miscellaneous applications on 

14.03.2023.  

 

2. That the following letters have been addressed to the authorities concerning 

the ongoing illegal tree felling outside the area of the crown road and outside 

the Darkali area of the crown road, which alone has been inspected by the 

committee constituted by this Hon’ble Tribunal.  

a. 02 08 2023 – Emails were sent to the Secretary and the members of 

the land board once again with reports on the illegal tree felling in the 

Revelation forest sanctuary, trees cleared on the crown road trajectory 

and trees damaged / cut in the excavation process. About 1864 trees 

were cleared in Revelation forest ranging from 3 to 15 years.  

b. 27 07 2023 – Letter to Mr. A. S. Marimuthu I.F.S Chief 

Conservator of Forests Villupuram was sent. This letter details the 

illegalities in the tree felling in the Darkali area, where more trees than 

permitted have been felled, trees outside the 9.1 meter wide path were 

cut etc.  

c. 26 07 2023 – Letter to Dr Ravi – secretary of the AVFO – along 

with report on trees damaged during excavation etc.  
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d. 08 07 2023 – Open Letter to Auroville Land Board members 

regarding Intimation from the Office of the secretary of the Auroville 

Foundation to let trees be cut on land stewarded by Mr A. Vohra. It is 

not in the purview of the AVFO or Mr. A. Vohra to permit the cutting of 

trees which is in contravention with the NGT judgement. Serious 

violation of the judgement  by the Land Board to be engaged in cutting 

of trees near Gaia Crossing.   

e. 07 07 2023 – Letter to Dr Ravi – secretary of the AVFO - Report 

dt. 2023 07 06 Tree cutting on Crown trajectory was submitted along 

with a letter regarding the failure to ensure that trees are only cut in 

accordance with the judgment.  

 

3. In fact, since March, several reports and letters have been addressed to the 

authorities to cease tree felling and projects in violation of the judgment of this 

Hon’ble Tribunal, but the 1st respondent has proceeded to violate the orders of 

this Hon’ble Tribunal with impunity. In fact, on the 28th of July, the 1st 

respondent’s officers cut two huge banyan trees opposite the area called Sante. 

They claimed that the trees were being pruned. Photographs are attached.  

 

4. It is submitted that rampant destruction of Auroville’s green spaces is ongoing 

– despite the orders of this Hon’ble Tribunal. The respondents have failed to 

see that except the Crown road other projects like the outer ring road or huge 

constructions which are ostensibly part of the master plan documents, have to 

be executed only after obtaining environmental clearance as directed by this 

Hon’ble Tribunal. The judgment of the Hon’ble Tribunal is being frustrated and 

Auroville’s green spaces are being irreparably destroyed.  

 

5. It is submitted that trees represent time. Native TEDF trees in Auroville are 

slow growing and hence it is all the more important to protect young trees that 

are 10 or 15 years old, without brushing it aside because they are not wide 

majestic trees – given the chance to grow, these trees would have matured 

into large, majestic trees.   

 

6. It is necessary that the respondent be directed to cease all activity and comply 

with the judgment of this Hon’ble Tribunal.  

Dated this the 4th day of August, 2023 at Chennai 

 

 
 

Counsel for the Applicants  
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