Joint Committee Report of Vengayyana Kere/K.R.Puram Lake/Tank located at K.R.Puram

and Sannathammanahalli Village, K.R.Puram Hobli, Bengaluru East Taluk, Bengaluru
Urban District

Preamble:

Sri. J.Jagan Kumar, resident of Bengaluru has filed petition/application before Hon’ble National
Green Tribunal, Southern Zone (SZ), Chennai with regard to the dumping of waste and discharge
of untreated sewage into Vengayyana Kere/K.R Puram Lake/Tank comprising in Survey No.9 of
Krishnarajapuram (K.R.Puram) Village and Suryey No. 46 of Sonnathammanahalli Village of
K_R. Puram Hobli, Bangalore East Taluk, Bangalore Urban District.

According to the applicant, large-scale garbage and debris were dumped in the lake/tank and also
in its buffer zone, untreated sewage/toilet sewage water is also discharged into the lake from the
nearby residential apartments which is contaminating the water quality in the lake. Apart from this
the plastic waste is also being dumped and it was also not properly maintained causing large scale
weeds and plants being developed in that area for affecting the water quality which in turn affects
the aquatic life as well. It is also alleged in the application that apart from dumping of garbage, the
segregation of garbage is also being undertaken by the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanaga Palike
(BBMP) against the Municipal Solid Wastes (Management and Handling) Rules, 2016 in the lake.

Though it was brought to the notice of the authorities, no action was taken by the authorities.

The Hon’ble National Green Tribunal, Southern Zone, Chennai has passed an order date d
27.10.2021 in Original Application No.222 of 2021 regarding the above allegations made by the
applicant. In the said order, Hon’ble NGT has appointed a Joint Committee consisting of Deputy
Commissioner, Bengaluru Urban District, District Forest Officer (DFO) having jurisdiction
over the KR Puram lake, Superintending Engineer, Public Works Department and
Environmental Officer, Karnataka State Pollution Control Board (KSPCB), Bengaluru and
has directed this Joint Committee to inspect the area in question and submit a factual as well as
action taken report, if there is any violation found and also Karnataka State Pollution Control Board

has been made as Nodal Agency for co-ordimation and for providing necessary logistics for this

purpose.
Further, as KSPCB has been appointed as Nodal Agency for co-ordination, the Environmental

Officer, Regional Office-Mahadevapura, KSPCB, Bengaluru had issued an information letter with
i 1



respect letter intimation/fixing of conducting spot inspection date under the Chairmanship of the
Deputy Commissioner (Bengaluru Urban Dist) vide letter dated 11.11.2021. Copy of the letter is
herewith annexed as Annexure-L. Later, KSPCB had issued one more information letter dated
25.11.2021 wherein all the concerned respondents and concerned Departments were intimated to be
present for spot inspection and preliminary meeting scheduled to be conducted on 29.11.2021.
Copy of the letter is herewith annexed as Annexure-II. Hence, as per the directions of the Deputy
Commissioner (Bengaluru Urban District), the Joint Committee on 29.1 1.2021 carried out the spot
inspection of Vengayyana Kere/K.R Puram Lake/Tank, wherein all the respondents were also
accompanied for inspection to ascertain the ground reality. The photographs taken during

inspection are annexed as Annexure—III (8 number of photographs in one page).

Later, followed by spot inspection, a meeting was conducted under the Chairmanship of the Deputy
Commissioner on 29.11.2021 at premises of Vengayyana Kere wherein following Departments’
Officials were present:
1. The Deputy Conservator of Forest, Bangalore Urban District, Aranya Bhavan, 18"
Cross, Malleshwaram, Bangalore. '
2. The Superintendent Engineer, PWD, Bangalore Circle, Ananda Rao Circle, Bangalore.
3. The Environmental Officer, KSPCB, Regional Office-Mahadevapura, Shivanagar,
Bangalore.
4. The Tahasildar, Revenue Department, Bangalore East Taluk, Bangalore.
5. The Tahasildar, BBMP, Bangalore East Taluk, Bangalore
6. The Assistant Director of Land Records, Survey Department, Bangalore East Taluk,
Bangalore
7. The Executive Engineer, BWSSB
8. The Assistant Executive Engineer, BWSSB
9. The Assistant Executive Engineer, BBMP-Lakes
10. The Assistant Executive Engineer, BBMP-SWM
11. The Assistant Road Transport Officer, KA-53, Bhattarahalli, Old Madras Road, KR
Puram, Bangalore.

12. The Police Inspectory KR Puram Police Station, KR Puram, Bangalore. =

The observations made by the Joint Committee and action taken with respect to Hon’ble NGT

directions issued in the interim - order dated 27.10.2021 are as detailed below:
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After the Joint Committee inspection of Vengayyana Kere/K.R Puram Lake/Tank for ascertaining
the ground reality and after verification of action taken reports submitted by the quthorities, the
Committee has derived certain Short/Medium term and Long term Remedial measures with respect
to restoration of the lake to its original position which are as below:

-

Short/Medium term Remedial Measures— within 3 months

Cause Recommendations A-gencyv o
Lake 1. Providing Fencing to the lake BBMP (Lakes)
encroachment | 2. Removal of lake bed encroachment BBMP (Lakes) and
Revenue Dept
3. Stop dumping of C and D waste BBMP (SWM and |
- Lakes) |

Long term Remedial Measures— within 6 months

Cause Recommendations Agency
Rejuvenation 1. Rejuvenation of Vengayyana Kere/K.R Puram | BBMP (Lakes) |
of Lake Lake/Tank ]
2. Ensure free passage of water (by restoring storm BWSSB t
water drains, waste weirs, freeing of all debris) and
BBMP (Lakes) |
3. Stoppage of untreated sewage inflow BWSSB and ,
KSPCB t
4. Removal of C and D waste on lake bed BBMP (SWM and
Lakes)

Hence, we submit this report along with Annexure [ to XII before the Hon’ble Natioral Green
Tribunal, Southern Zone (SZ) for kind consideration.

M/

Depu ommissioner Deputy Conservator of Forests, ’
Bengaluru Urban District Bengaluru Urban Division
) e
Superinterdiig Engineer Environmental Officer, Karnataka
Public Works Department State Pollution Control Board
Bengaluru : (KSPCB), Bengaluru and Member

Convener
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