
BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL

SOUTHERN ZONE BENCH AT CHENNAI

IN

ORIGINAL APPLICATION No. 21 of 2022

IN THE MATTER OF:

Green Society, Coastal
Corridor

MoEFCC & ors..

...................APPLICANT

VERSUS

. RESPONDENT

REPLY AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT No.1 i.e

(MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE,

NEW DELHI)

MOST RESPECFULLY SHOWETH:

I, Dr. Suresh Babu Pasupuleti, Aged 36 years currently working as

Scientist 'D' in the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate

Change (MoEF&CC), Integrated Regional Office, Vijayawada, do

hereby solemnly affirm and state as under: ­

I. That I, in my official capacity of Scientist 'D' in the Ministry

of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Integrated

Regional Office Vijayawada i.e. Respondent No.1 in the above

mentioned matter, am conversant with the facts and

circumstances of the case on the basis of official records, and

as such authorized and competent to swear this affidavit.
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2. It is submitted at the very outset that the Respondent No.1

denies each averment and/or submission made in the

application which is contrary to and inconsistent with the

averments made and facts stated in the present reply. It is

submitted that the nothing stated in the application may be

deemed to have been admitted by the Respondent No. l unless

and until the same is expressly admitted in the present reply.

3. That a short affidavit is being filed by the answering

respondent at this stage and craves leave and liberty to file a

detailed Reply Affidavit to the aforesaid Petition, as and when

required.

4. That the applicant is alleging the illegal mining carried out in

2 mining leases i.e. Sy.No. 612P, 613P, 615P, 616P, 617P of

Thamminipatnam Village, Chillakur Mandal, SPSR Nellore

District and in Sy.No. 589 and 594/P of the same Village and

District. The Environmental Clearances were issued by the

State Level Impact Assessment Authority, Andhra Pradesh.

The respondents no 8 & 9 are mining beyond the permit limit.

They are mining more than 3,00,000 tons each of silica sand

in both the mining lease which is in violation of mining plan as

well as conditions of EC.

5. That in the present matter Applicant is praying for stopping of

illegal mining activities in mining lease areas and to take

action for recovery of penalty for the illegal mining, in excess

to the permitted quantity and in violation of mining lease
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conditions and environmental clearances from the

respondents 8 & 9.

6. That it is further submitted that respondent Ministry issued

Environment Impact Assessments (herein after referred as

EIA") Notification dated 14h September, 2006 which requires

certain projects to obtain prior Environmental Clearance

("EC") before any construction work in case of new projects or

expansion and modernization of existing projects or activities.

The Schedule to the Notification details the categories or

projects or activities which require prior environmental

clearance.

7. That it is further submitted that all projects and activities are

broadly categorized into two categories - Category "A" and

Category "B", based on the potential impacts on spatial extent

and human health and natural and man-made resources.

8. That it is further submitted that all projects or activities

included as Category 'A' in the Schedule, including expansion

and modernization of existing projects or activities and change
I

in product mix, shall require prior environmental clearance

from the Central Government in the Ministry of Environment,

Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) on the

recommendations of an Expert Appraisal Committee (herein in

after referred EAC) to be constituted by the Central

Government for the purposes of this notification.

9. That the Answering Respondent vide notification S.O. 637 (E)

dated 28.02.2014 delegated the power to State Environment
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Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) to issue show cause

notice to project proponents in case of violation of the

conditions of the environment clearances issued by the said

Authorities to projects or activities within their jurisdiction.

Copy of the Notification S.O. 637 (E) dated 28.02.2014 is

marked and annexed herein as ANNEXURE R1/1.

10. That the Answering respondent vide notification S.O. 1886 (E)

dated 20.04.2022 states that environmental clearances of all

minor mineral shall be dealt at State level irrespec,ve of mine

lease area. Copy of the Notification S.O. 1886 (E) dated

20.04.2022 is marked and annexed herein as ANNEXURE

R1/2.

11. That it is respectfully submitted that State Department of

Mines and Geology is the nodal authority in the State for

dealing with the allotment of mining leases under the Mines

and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act (MMDR Act)

and is entrusted with the enforcement and regulation of

mining operations in a State including illegal mining. Further,
f

the State Government is empowered under Section 23 C of the

Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act

1957(MMDR Act) to make rules for prevention of illegal

mining, transportation and storage of minerals and the State

Department of Mines & Geology is the nodal authority in the

state for dealing with the allotment of mining leases under the

MMDR Act and is entrusted with the enforcement and

regulation of mining operations in a state.
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12. That is humbly submitted that, the State Pollution Control

Board is the Nodal Authority in the State for dealing with

cases related to pollution or environment management coming

under the purview of the Water (Prevention and Control of

Pollution) Act, 1974, the Air (Prevention and Control of

Pollution) Act, 1981 and the Environment Protection Act 1986.

13. That in view of the aforementioned facts and circumstances,

this Hon'ble Tribunal may kindly be pleased to pass

appropriate order(s).

VERIFICATION

~~~~·
94>

DEPONENT

si. g?er ag vggtel
(Dr. SURESH BABU PASUPULETI)

hsnfas ''/SCIENTIST 'D'
ala war / Govt. of India

~~~I Min. of Env. Forest & CCvtaa h3ta arufau / Integrated Regional Office
fclu14c11-s1 /VIJAYAWADA.

Verified at Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate

Change (MoEF&CC), Integrated Regional Office,

Vijayawada on this day 21sJuly of 2022 that the contents of

this affidavit based on official record(s) maintained and
I

information available in the office are true and correct, no part

of it is false and nothing has been concealed there from.

~,lo<:1h>­
DEPONENT

si. g? a sggal
(Dr. SURESt'f ~ABU PASUPULETI)

hsnfas ' ' /SCIENTIST 'D'
~~I Govt. of India

~~~I Min. of Env. Forest & CC
~-:~It Integrated Regional Office

vi4cli-sl /VIJAYAWADA.
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";i-f~, qlll"icll(,~ 4, 2014~ 13, 1935
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qqfq(UI .c!A"-q;m;rq­
srrqern

n fee«it, 28wat, 2014
w.aw. 637(37).atwar, rfarw (irv) srfuf, 1986 (1986 ~ 29) cfft- mu 23 ilRT~~

~ 'WWT ~~~~ cfft- ~ 5 <fi ~ ~ Rffif ~ cfil~(~)~. 1986 cfft- '-iRJ 3 cfft­
otr-"ll'U (3) <fi ~ ~ ~ ilRT nfa fsu nu it ar si irurr#a rfaw qra 7frauii (Re zai
sq# qval3a qfrawl 4I l'p;jJ t) <fil 3a qfrawi gra srut srfrafa s sit Ritsnsil a far aearii
cfil '"flt~ 31-ii4f-d<IT cf,1" ffl <fi 3l@lfi'IOI st z ii ufziisn vararasi at cfiROT a@T3ll ~ '"flt cf;vl" <ffU
<a Ia # snit fa ala war Razi a da unhsa a if#isur at zit zl 3a#a 3fr at qrd 5 rt
3qi al azi saria a ii, zuf at gar at u i la fa ii at afart snavrs a, zuf srfga l at
3#fearui a fau saa 4Rita uaraai st dit qafau sraufaii al a¢ zrfraa zt amu fu sr kg fl
'"flt q;',(-) at Rrnzji st unrihsa sat

[i. -11013/2/2013-3{ (Gn{)]

~~••fflq
MINISfRY OFENVIR.ONMENTANDFORFSTS

NOl1FICA1ION
NewDelhi, the 28th February, 2014

S.O. 637(E).-In exercise ofthe powers conferredbysection 23 ofthe Environment (Protection)Act, 1986 (29 of
1986), the Central Governmentherebydelegates the powersvested in itundersection 5 of the saidActto all the State and
UnionTerritoryEnvironmentImpactAssessmentAuthorities (Hereinafter referred to as the saidAuthorities) constituted
bythe Central Governmentunder sub-section (3) of section 3 ofEnvironment(Protection) Act, 1986, to issue showcause
notice to project proponents in case of violation of the conditions of the envioronment clearances issued by the said
Authorities to projects or activities within their jurisdiction and to issue directions to the said project proponents for
keeping suchenvironmentclearances in abeyance orwithdrawing them, ifrequired, for violations, subject to the condition
thatthe Central Governmentmayrevokesuchdelegations ofpowers ormayitselfinvoke the provisions ofsection 5ofthe
saidAct, if in the opinion of the Central Government such a Course of action is necessary in the public interest.

[No. J-11013/2/2013-IA. (I)]
AJAY TYAGI, It. Secy.

950 GJ/2014 (I)
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-It~. 28~. 2014
a7,377. 638(37).atwar, rfaru (igu) 31fa, 1986 (1986 31 29) 4t qRd 19Raus (s) Zr7I

Rsrziiazitma<ss st arrytrfugrsacsqrwii(3) isnarcs#r sfeafaa
3rfra1far# raswita (2) ? sfeafr nfrar a srfrart al faast t;

I
"fflt'G'ft'

mi#sauna#Gare
(1)

1.

2

(2)

r,fan (iru) a#f4fr4a, 1986 4t qr1 3 4t3qq1 (3) #
37/tarr gar granaur qrgr urn#aarafaw
rraq[raw (a.£.ni.a,)
wfarostainre (g.situ.) a#faffa?fa arinit
#a al{?va,a ii#4 3TR7 qra iga

(3)

qzafaa sit a in zrI a-­
Raf#ftvaa ur?frarierast srfrarfRa

[i. -11013/2/2013-3{(Gr?)]

srsrmrit, iqa afra

NOflFICA'IION
NewDelhi, the 28th February, 2014

S.O. 638(E).-In exercise of the powers conferredby clause (a) of section 19 of the Environment(Protection)
Act, 1986 (29of 1986), the CentralGovernmentherebyauthorises theAuthority orofficermentioned in column(2) ofthe
Table hereto for the purposeofthe said sectionwith thejurisdictionmentioned againsteachofthem in column(3) ofthat
Table:

TABIE

S.No.

(1)

1.

2

Authority/Officer

(2)

State or UnionTerritorylevelEnvironmentImpact
AssessmentAuthority (SEIAA) constituted by the
Central Governmentunder sub-section (3) of section
3 of the Environment(Protection)Act, 1986.

AnyDirector, Conservator ofForests orAdditional
Principal ChiefConservator ofForests Posted in
any of the Regional Offices of theMinistryof
EnvironmentandForests (MoEF).

Jurisdiction

(3)

Whole of State or UnionTerritory

Jurisdictionof the Regional Office as
decidedby the Ministry of
EnvironmentandForests

[No. J-l1013nJ2013-IA. (I)]
AJAYTYAGI, It. Secy.

Printed by the Manager, Government of India Press , Ring Road , Mayapuri, New Dclhi-110064
and Published by the Controller of Publicati ons, Dc lhi-110054.
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qafrnr, aaalt saargqRaar int
otfil\-il"11

-rt~. 20~. 2022 I
11iT.ofT. 1886(81').~mctiR q<jfcj(Oj ofR q;f° fcNF1° ~~~if ..-q4-fcj""""(...,.Oj (~)

"'.,..+~-A-<1-it, 1986 cfil" m:r (3) cfil"~-m:r (1) ofR~-m:r (2) ~m- (v) ~~~~cfif '5RTT1J"~
gz, Traw arara fafw sf@rqaar, 2006 (ft zui zua Tara{r sf@rqaa, 2006 mgr mar ?),
qft:41111-1130' cf;l-~ffl ~~~ q4fcj(on4 ~ djj~jqcifi <if'1"R ~~.~ cfif.aw.1533(ar),~
14Ria, 2006 ID"{l Slcifii~d cfil"t1

ofR~ q<jfcj(Oj flitl\:lld A!if(Oj Sll~cifi(Oj Nfl{dti{({({) cfiT lJo.f ffl w ~ amr,r w4r~~
~ q4fcj(Oj ~ <«n 1lZ~oh:~~1m!_ Si('414lfflid ~CJiT '5RTT1J"~~~~ lf(

~dt~'J:"'4-11, 2006 ~ cifil4f.:..14'1 ~~ q4fcj(Oj (~) dt~A<lft, 1986 cfil" m:r 3 cfil"~-m:r (3) ~
rft far mar 2;

ofR~ q4fq(Oj flitl\:lld f.l!IT(Oj Sli~cifi(Oj ;\ q4fcj(Oj ~ '!'-"4icifi'1~if~~cfl'ff if
tl<fffi~ ,;rn:f~ t ofR~~lf( q4fcj(Oj~~~~ ofR -q-rmff~~~ tJAAW
it& azgraz sitar<aafrmrz;

ofR~ mctiR~~lf(~ cfil" Sitlf4!1 I ~~ q4fcj(OI ~~CfTT" aft°"{ f44isft<f,d <tl(.fl"

sravzraaft2;
aft"{ 3lTGI" cfil"~ if, ~7fart a zap aai a arr zu$tr znr st an+Ra ga

iifa7aifW .f;t qft:41Gl.fian' cfiT~~1lZ 1ft" qcaria far sr er z, fr#rr war ugt gzear
Ritari#ta itaagr#trsq rcariaaarsragaaft z;
2770 GT/2022 (1)
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a: sa, #tr ar, far (izr) Ra, 1986 t~ 5 ~ ~-~ (4) t~~
q4fc1<01 (~dt~A4+t, 1986 (1986 cfiT 29) cfitmu 3-.fit~-mu (1) *~-mu (2) tl« (v) m-u
~~'ifiT~~~~ f.:t4"lrr t~ 5 ~~-~ (3) ~ l« (ct,') t anftif~.fit~~
~~ t~. ~liifi~d if 'iJmf~ cfil d6fii~"1 q4fq(OI ~ cr,f~Rt sf@rqaar iris
cfif.o!T. 1533(oi), 'dTfui-14 F?idk!<, 2006,4t sf@erqaa itfffrastiaat?sf­
iffli dt~\... "11 if-

(1) ~ 4 if, ~-~ (iii ct,') t~ 1R,fffaaar snrunr , sui:­
(iii ifi) uftl,WTW ffMl?.<ri W~~ # if#ikl- '{W~ it/t1l"~ 'ffm" Hifi2ifiM <I# 'IQ/'11fl,
5//f,faifi~M djfvl/qJ?J/ifid/#l f;"~~m '7ir qfi.q}oJ/r/Jdff il>1" a,fi«twa f.tw 1/7/T twuffe
ifi/%'11° w Plft"lff w~w~ qfi.JfMr11ait ~ 8"/trt 94i4<1i/ f;"~ /lli41ifi&JqJ° 'ifif~ffi" ii;­
fi:/7:r eft"W a,fiJ«'i:lr/1 if lfW dlfiJifi~ 'ff1Pr-iftw # 8ffiiet;fiM"fiila '{ aft"( 'ff1Pr-'fl7Pr ff'( W~ if 1/ilT=­
a,fiJifi!wd 'l,r11i,1;r 'ifil"~ 'ifirrfl-t ~ it/t1l" ffffvzm~~ qfi.Jfl:;,r1,an· :,;-~if~ FiPn" oJl'T1[ITT;

(2)~if.-

(i) ~ 1 (ct,') t 'ffllR,­
(cfi) ffi (3) if, -

(ct,') fR-~~~ t~if"> 100~~ 'IJfi" ~~~ 1R, Ail~~d "<m~.
safq:­

"arra sarar sr7aafraa#hiiri>25ohra+aTr r";
(l/J) ">150~· 'S@Top, aicJi*aa, "> 5002#" 7fta,~st srrca mist;

(l/J) ffi (4) if, -

(a)3-#tzar aar ahiir <1o0 z#eraa qrer a#en+T,
W', Ail~~d "<m~.~: -

"<>fJ"~ ,r,r,,- rrp iii fill" if rn- ,r,r,,- WT er-, aft"(~ iii 8fWTqf" 8fr1f 5/7ffe"~ ,r,r,,- 11j iii
fill" if<250~ ,r,r,,-w,it?r;
(V) "<150~• t 'S@Tiifif, ffl st srt aatT"<500 ?a" a# 'S@Ttti, aicfi*~W
sari3t;

(ii) Ta 1(+1) 3am, -
(ct,') ffi (3) if, -

(ct,') lfilf~ (i) if,"> 50 ~•llclic!., 'S@Tiifif, ffl* amu t~ 1R "> 100 ~•licllc!. "7Rta, sis
st srra snit;
(l/J)lfilf~<n>*m~sifclfe4'f <fiTmlf~~;

(liJ) ffi (4) if, -

(ct,') lfilf~(i) if, "<50 i#rare' vats, sin sitraha T, "<100 @nara' 7fta, ia?stsr
a sari3;

(V) lfilf~ (ii) if, -

(I)"* <50,000 ~~. 'S@Top* aicficfifRtq far saran;
(II)~ (lf) if~if, "ij" <50,000" ~. 'S@Top* aicfi cfiTmlf~~ I
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(;r)m (5) #, sfilfmT (ii) *Tfl!Jra, f.h,iffllfl.la sfilfmrara:~~~.~:-
"(iii) akrr-~W#~~qP.efN1r11ail '/fit 'J.t-Wi.,;r1~RR: rn:~ '# qp_4;., fi'~ fitw"
iifTT[1TT/ ~-

(iii) 'ff({ 1 ('cf) * ffl"'R,-
(cfi) ~(3) #, "> 50 4•ilclic"~. ofcITTafR:~*~"R. "> 100 4•ilclic"~. ofcITT afR:~
Rtar sruaT;
(a)i (4) #, "<50 4•iiclic'~. afcfi afR: ~*~"R, "<100 4•iiclic"~. ~ afR:~~
srd?t;

(iv) 'ff({ 2(cfi) * ffl"'R, -
{cfi) ffi (3) #, ">1"~ afR:afcfi*~"R. ">2.5 '"S@TctiTafR: afcficm-~~;
{~) ffi (4) #, "<1"~ afR: afcfi *~"R, "< 2.5"~ afR: afcfi~~;
(;r)m (5) if,A'6l+f1;i tro-*Tfl!Jra, Afiffl!Ria ~ara=~~~.~: -
"fi;fWT~ i,;-~~~ .,,.~fr,ff i,;- mP.T~~7ilrR" qp_efJ.;,.,,ait ;it-~7ilrR"
qp_4Jii/rtlaif i1;" fi;n{ fel?J'l/rt df1r,- i1;"~?tm- RR: 1/T~RR: qz,~ ~ fitw" iil7rfT
art? 2mi;

<v> 'ff({ 2 (~) *miR, -
(cfi) ffi (3) Ti,f4 '6l +f I ;i SI f4 f!~ CfiTm1T~~;
(a)i (4) #, "<0.5 fllffl14;i c!rtfu( CfiT -3t4iicH' ~. afcfi, ~ afR:~*~ "R, •~~
qf'(&fi(Uj qf(41GMi, qf'(tScfi(Uj cfil"~'!R 9ff,l~~~~~;

(;r)m (5) -ij,A '6l +f I ;i fro-*Tfl!Jra, A fiRIRid fro"~~. I
uf:­
"fa fetarat iii#i a arr uRl4a a+a 7Rails#anda Tr trr#Raaa fcttt'R
far sTarznrrzaR@fa, usra, aruRzitsrarsiiaRu fa ftra s4au";

I(vi) 'ff({ 7 (cfi) *~.-
(mn)i (3) , "r ufaitarsii"galaenq"ft a£uaiai" taamist;
(a)i (4) #, Afiffl!Ria siaenfafrsrua, sufq:­
"ft faa 4Rais#and, fatgar{aft sfaffa z, Rt arffra3rimafag

l_'qir. ~-~ 3-22/10/2022-~. III]

'if.~~"-- sll-11941,~~
~: ~dffs1...MI 'il"rnf *m, dfiji!li(UI, 'il1lT II,~ Ill,~-~ (ii), ml"CfiT.dfT. 1533(31"), 'ffi"fui

14 Ria, 2006 arr 7a7fa Rt n{ f st dffs«·•MI ml" CfiT.dfT. 1807(31"), 'ffi"fui 12 ffi,
2022;J<Toint+f"~~ir4Tl!l'TI
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MINISTRYOF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST ANDCLIMATE CHANGE

NOTIFICATION
NewDelhi, the 20th April, 2022

S.O. 1886(E).-WHEREAS, the Central Government in the erstwhile Ministry of Environment
and Forests, in exercise of its powers under sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of section (3)
ofthe Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 has published the Environment Impact Assessment Notification,
2006 (hereinafter referred to as the EIA Notification, 2006), vide number S.O.1533 (E), dated the 14th
September, 2006 for mandating prior environmental clearance for certain category ofprojects;

And whereas, the State Environment Impact Assessment Authorities (SEIAAs) have been
constituted under sub-section (3) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 for
implementation ofthe EIANotification, 2006 at State level for exercising delegated powers to consider and
grant Environmental Clearance (EC) for all proposals under Category B;

And whereas, the SEIAAs have gained substantial experience over the past fifteen years in the EC
appraisal process and the process at the State level has also been made completely online through the
PARIVESH portal for efficient and transparent disposal ofEC proposals;

And whereas, the Central Government deems it necessary to further decentralise the EC process for
facilitating clearances at State level;

And whereas, as on date, category 'B projects, relating to national defence and strategic
importance with significant element of security involvement are also being appraised at the State level
which, the Central Government deems it necessary to be appraised centrally taking into account national
security concerns;

Now, therefore, in exercise ofthepowers conferred by sub-section (1) and clause (V) of sub-section
(2) of section 3 ofthe Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986),read with sub-rule(4) of rule 5 of
the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Government, after having dispensed with the
requirement ofnotice under clause (a) of sub-rule (3) ofrule 5 of the said rules, in public interest, hereby
makes the following further amendments in the notification of the Government of India, in the erstwhile
Ministry ofEnvironment and Forests, number S.O. 1533 (E), dated the 14th September, 2006, namely:­
In the said notification,­

(1) in paragraph 4, for sub-paragraph (iii a), the following shall be substituted, namely:­

(iii a) Such Category 'B'projects, relating to the National defence or strategic or security importance or
those as notified by the Central Government on account ofexigencies such aspandemics, natural disasters
or to promote environmentally friendly activities under National Programmes or Schemes or Missions or
such projects which are inordinately delayed beyond the stipulated timeline as laid down in this
notification and also meet the criteria as laid down in this regardfrom time to time, shall be consideredat
the Central level as Category 'B'projects;
(2) in the Schedule,­

(i) against item 1(a),­

(a) in column (3),­

(A) for ">100 ha. ofmining lease area in respect ofnon-coal mining lease", the following shall
be substituted, namely:­

">250 ha mining lease area in respect ofmajormineral mining lease other than coal";

(B) for the symbol, figures and letters"> 150 ha", the symbol, figures and letters "> 500 ha"
shall be substituted;

(b) in column (4),­

(A) for "< 100 ha ofmining lease area in respect ofnon-coal mine lease", the following shall be
substituted, namely:­

"All mining lease area in respect ofminormineral mining leases and < 250 hamining lease area
in respect ofmajormineral mining lease other than coal";
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(B) for the symbols, figures and letters "< 150 ha", the symbols, figures and letters "< 500 ha"
shall be substituted;

(ii) against item 1(c),­

(a) in column (3),­

(A) in serial number (i), for the symbols, figures and letters "> 50 MW, the symbols,
figures and letters "100 MW" shall be substituted;

(B) serial number (ii) and the entries relating thereto shall be omitted;

(b) in column (4),-

(A) in serial number (i), for the symbol, figures and letters"< 50 MW'', the rymbol, figures
and letters "< 100 MW shall be substituted;

(B) in serial number (ii),

(l) the word, symbol and figures "and < 50,000 ha." shall be omitted;

(II) in point (c) in the table, the word, symbol and figures "to < 50,000" shall be
omitted;

(c) in column (5), after serial number (ii), the following serial number shall be inserted,
namely:­

"(ii) Irrigation projects involving Inter-State issues shall be appraised at Central level without
change in category.";

(iii) against item 1(d),

(a) in column (3), for the symbols, figures and letters "> 50 MW?" , the symbols, figures and letters
">100 MW shall be substituted;

(b) in column (4), for the symbol, figures and letters "<50 MW", the symbol, figures and letters
"< 100 MW'' shall be substituted;

(iv) against item 2(a),­

(a) in column (3), for the symbols and figure ">l", the symbols and figures "> 2.5° shall be
substituted;

(b) in column (4), for the symbols and figure "<1", the symbols and figures "< 2.5° shall be
substituted;

(c) in column (5), after the existing paragraph, the following paragraph shall be inserted, namely:­

"Integrated coal mining projects with washeries located within mining lease area shall continue to
be considered at Central level or State level, as the case may be, as per the extant threshold for coal
mining projects.";

(v) against item 2),­

(a) in column (3), the existing entries shall be omitted;

(b) in column (4), for the symbol, figures, words and letters "< 0.5 million TPA throughput", the
words "All mineral beneficiation projects irrespective of the procedure for beneficiation" shall be
substituted;

(c) in column (5), after the existing paragraph, the following paragraph shall be inserted, namely:­

"Integrated mining projects with beneficiation plants located within mining lease area shall
continue to be considered at Central level or State level, as the case may be, as per the extant
threshold for mining projects.";

(vi) against item 7(a),­

(a) in column (3), for the words "All projects", the words "All new projects" shall be substituted;
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(b) in column (4), the following shall be inserted, namely:­
"All expansions projects, including airstrips, which are for commercial use.".

[F. No. IA3-22/10/2022-IA.III]
Dr. sumKUMARBAJPAYEE, Jt. Secy.

Note : The principal notification was published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, Section III,
sub-section (ii), vide, number S.O. 1533(E), dated the 14th September, 2006 andwas last amended,
vide, the notification number S.O. 1807(E), dated the 12thApril, 2022.
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