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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL

SOUTHERN ZONE, CHENNAI

Appeal No. l8/2024

In the Matter of

S. Perumal, Kancheepuram District. ...Appellant(s)

Versus

The MOEF&CC and Ors. ...Respondent(s)

AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH :

I Dr. C. Palpandi Sio Chendurpandi aged about 4l Years, currently

working as 'Scientist-D' in the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate

Change (MoEF&CC), Regional Office, Chennai, do hereby solemnly allirm

and state as under:-

1. That I, in my official capacity of 'Scientist D' in the Ministry

Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Chennai i.e. Respondent No. I

c Ntt^tNryhl

Dt'^ct P,,p"ndi
- ncrentist,O,

-_ 
Go'ernment of lndi"

^:; :: 
i;: ffi #lbf #lllii?*,

FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE (RESPONDENT No. I)
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in the above mentioned matter. am conversant with the facts and

Circumstances ol the case on the basis of official records, and as such

authorized and competent to swear this affidavit.

prior environmental clearance.

- n .frot**l,q,
Dr. C. palpandi

,,*,g[gr'{"r;".;lx

2. It is submitted that a short affidavit is being filed by the answering

respondent at this stage and craves leave and liberty to file a detailed

Counter Affidavit to the aforesaid application, as and when required.

3. That the applicant is aggrieved by the order dated 26.10.2023 passed by

State Level Environment Impact Assessment Authority, Tamil Nadu. The

applicant has submitted that the authority considered the proposal and

rejected the application. The applicant has further stated that the order

dated 26. 10.2023 was passed mechanically without examining the factual

position.

4. That the Ministry issued Environmental Impact Assessment (herein after

ref'erred as "EIA") Notification dated l4tr'September,2006 which

requires certain projects to obtain priol Environmental Clearance ("EC")

before any construction work in case of new projects or expansion and

modemization of existing projects or activities. The Schedule to the

Notification details the categories or projects or activities which require
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7. That the Ministry vide notification S.O. 637 (E) dated 28.02.2014

delegated the power to SEIAA to issue show cause notice to project

proponents in case of violation of the conditions of the environment

clearances issued by the said Authorities to projects or activities within

their jurisdiction. A true copy of the Notification S.O. 637 (E) dated

8. That the Answering respondent vide notiflcation S.O. 1886 (E) dated

20.04.2022 states that environmental clearances of all minor mineral shall

be dealt at State level irrespectivc of mine lease area. Copy of the

Notification S.O. 1886 (E) dated 20.04.2022 is marked and annexed

herein as ANNEXIIRE Rl/2.

9. lt is respectf'ully submitted that State Department of Mines and Geology

is the Nodal Authority in the State for dealing with the allotment of

mining leases under the Mines and Minerals (Development and

Regulation) Act (MMDR Act) and is entrusted with the enforcement and

regulation of mining operations in a State including illegal mining

Further, the State (lovemment is empowered under Section 23 C of the

Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act 1957(MMDff.

0,fMw(L
Dr. C. palpancji

Scientist,D,
_ Governmont of lndia

",^T:9,:lr, 
office, MoEFEcc

, ; ;: ;,: I ;;; : 
":::::i_".;3Xd,

28.02.2014 is marked and annexed herein as ANNEXURE Rl/1.
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5. It is further submitted that all projects and activities are broadly

categorized into two categories - Category "A" and Category "B", based

on the potential impacts on spatial extent and human health and natural

and man-made resources. All projects or activities included as Category

'A' in the Schedule, including expansion and modernization of existing

projects or activities and change tn product mix, require prior

environmental clearance from the Central Govemment in the Ministry of

Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) and all projects or

activities included as Category 'B' ih the Schedule require prior

environmental clearance from the State/Union territorv Environment

Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA). In the absence of a duly

constituted SEIAA or SEAC, a Category'B'project shall be treated as a

Category'A' project.

6. It is submitted that, in exercise of the powers conferred upon the Central

Govemment under sub section (3) ol section 3 of the Environment

(Protection) Act, 1986 and in accordance with the procedures specified in

the EIA Notification, 2006, SEIAAs have been constituted in different

States/UTs to discharge the tunctions ol the regulatory authorities for the

respective States/UTs. C

,**;l;,"iu:u'il"ffi
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Act) to make rules lor prevention ol- illegal rnining, transportation and

storage of minerals and the State Depaftment of Mines & Geology is the

nodal authority in the State for dealing with the allotment of mining

leases under the MMDR Act and is entrusted with the enforcement and

regulation of mining operations in a state

l0.That, the State Pollution Control Board is the Nodal Authority in the

State for dealing with cases related to pollution or environment

management coming under the purview of the Water (Prevention and

Control of Pollution) Acl, 1974, the Air (Prevention and Control of

Pollution) Act, l98l and the Environment Protection Act 1986.

I l.That in view of the aforementioned flacts and circumstances, this Hon'ble

Tribunal may kindly be pleased to pass appropriate order(s).

a 'nn/n/hr/r?
DEPONENT

Dr. C. palpandi
Scientist,D,

Gov€rnment of lndia

^. Regionat Office, MoEF&CC

^,]lll,l-Bf:*"", 
Haddows Road,NUngambakkam. Chennal . 600 006
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VERIFICATION

Verified at Chennai on this l2'h day of March, 2024 that the contents of

this affidavit based on official record(s) maintained and information available

in the office are true and correct, no part of it is false and nothing has been

concealed there from.

r.futrrunh,
DEPONENT

oj 
"?;;ol/B:,0,

"ftff';*fitt,tll,ii;;,*.
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ahI
@he Gozette of Sndio

3I+IITITUI

EXI'R{OlU)tNAR}
qFI tl-q!-g 3-3tI-EI!-g (ii)

l'A R l' Il-Scetion -1-Suh.sQtion { iit
crlE-+R t q-+.rFrd

PtjllLtsHED Bl' At:'l HoRtTY

Tr. 5451

N(I 545j

Ti ffi, Ea-{r, qrd 4, 2014^FrFy 13, 1e3s

NEW DELHI, TUESDAI', MARCH 4, 2OI4IPIIAI,GTJNA 13. 1935

qqkrur sf{ qa trraq

'grRrE-d-{Idffi, zs sc+t, :orq

6r.3II. 637(3r).-ddq q{qR, qqiq{q (qisq) qfqi{qc. te86 ( t9B6 6,I :e) 61 rm 2i ERr y-<a vrkrii
a ydq o"rt Es sfi 3rFrftqq +1 qm :- * srft wq frGd ffi?ii 6l cdrq{sr (dwq) srFri{cq, rsto 41 rrRr r q1

sc-qro (i) + 3Ttfrr dfiq s5+n ffi rttda fars IIq. s.fl {rq +{ qq{rqqi? qqiq{El qqrqn qrfi{6{ufl' ( fiia+ wd
flr?$ qwr( $kr qrftr+{sr o'a 'rql t) qi cr crfir+{ui 61{ :iTc-i :fdTdr * +fl cFsrs-{3n qr f*",n o-arqi

61 qrfr qdq{ur rnqFr4i al {rd a 3rf{fiqq +1 <vn i qfurqr s€re-6l *r *rrq {dr3t {Eq qrfi 6G ?'.[

rs vrd * 3r!ir fle' +frq qron vM + t$ !-erdirq q-r cftiirq 6"{ q-ffi qr sR 3rftrfTqq +1 mo s *
srqrfl ql H,j sm€s n sffi. qR o'*q srqrt *1 nc q Eirq f6d q Wl *,rffi nrqvq+, t, qft qqfem a m

:cfiimqui + ftq s< cfisrs{ qwrf,+i 6l tS .rqtq{'r gffiqfiilqr' qi E€ c*qtrn rsi qt slsc f6q qr{ rE f{tyr
qrn q,d sl vrkrii qr y'enier qTfr ir

[el i- rron,:r:or]-3{B q ( 3Td) l
3i-sq arrf,, iTfi Hfds

MINISTRY OF ENYIRONMENTAND FORFSTS

NOTTNCATION

New Delhi. the 2thh February.20l4

S,O. 637(E).-ln exercise ol the powers con fcned by secttrn 23 of thc Enr rronment ( Protection ) Act. 1986 ( 29 of
I986), the Cenrral Covernment hereby delegates the powers vested in il under section 5 ol the said Act to all the State and

Union Territory Environment Impacl Assessment Authoritics (Hercinafter referred to as the said Authorities) constitutcd
by lhe Central Covemmenl under sub-section ( -1) of section 3 of Environment ( Proreqtion ) Act. 1986. to issue show cause

notice to projecl proponents in case of violation of the conditions ol-the cnvioronment clearances issued by the said

Authorities ro projecrs or acriviries wirhin their jurisdiction and to issue directions to the said project proponents for

keeping such environmenl clearances in abeyanoe or withdruwinS thenr. il required. lbr violations, subjecl to lhe condilion
that the Centml Covemmcnl may revole such delegllions ol'po\rcrs or ma, ilsell irv()ke the provisions of section 5 of the

said Acl, if in the opinion of the Centr.rl Govcrnment such ! Courrc ol- ctio[ is ncocssilry in lhc public inleresl.

INo. J-l 101.1/22()l3lA. (l)l

AJAY TYACI, Jt. Secy.

950 GI/20r4 r l)
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3rftr{s-{r

TE kdii, 2)i q-r4{I, 20t4

r5r.3rT. 53S(3r).-#q ea6n, qql-{{q ( q{svl ) 3rftrftqq, l9lt6 ( 1986 41 29) 61 tml l9 * qo-g (;6') Ero rqGI

qrffi 6r sqrrr q-{i Eqr< o1 trRr * yd-qr * teq Fsi scm6 s€ ert ftriEq (l) d e{Ett r+sdemi3ffid
:r{imfiff * slir rq snofl * riq ( 2 ) q 3ffioa crltr6{.r qr :'{ir6r0 qi Tlfil{d 6rS t:

{RUfr
qm s€qFE qfrrslllr 3{irfrrii 3{Frd6tkdr

(t) (]) (])
qqiqiur (q{q{q ) r{rrt{qq, 1u36 a1 trm r Ei sq"fii G) 6
srrfrq q-frq qr+n Em rrfud ,tq q qq rqsrr H, qqt{r.4

qqlqn qrflrs{.r ( qq.i.3'T(.c( )

Vloi rrw A rre rreer*

2. trqiqrq slR T{ qrmq (sc.3i.?.qq. ) + ffi eriftr6 4,rqiEpii

t +{rd 5( iTqqrfi {r qiers zr nq, vun 5w a, n"ram

qqfq{q oft q" q"rrdq Ero qrr-
fqf{Fqa qrtfrr+ srqieq 41 qFr+ncr

ts. J otl':,2013 -iTri Il (3Tri)l

3rs4 errii, HTfi {fuq

NOTIFICAIION

New Delhi, the 28th February.20l4

S.O. 638(E).-ln exercise of the powers conferred by clause ( a) of section I 9 of the Environment (Protection)
Acl. 1986 ( 29 of 1986). the Ccnlral Covemment hereby aulhoriscs lhe Authority or olficer mentioned in column (2) of the
Tablc hereto tbr the purpose ofthe said section with the Jurisdiction mentioned against each of them in column (3) of that
Tablei

TABLE

S. No Aulhoritv/Otficer Jurisdiction

(l) (2) (3)

State or Union Tcrritorv lc\el Environment lmpact
Assessment Aulhority (SEIAA) eonstitutcd by the

Central Covernmenl under sub-section (3) ofsection
3 of the Environment ( Protection ) Act, 1986.

Whole ol State or Union Territorv

l. Any Director, Conservator of Forests or Additional
Principal Chief Conservator of Forcsts Posted in
any of the Regional Offices of the Minislry of
Environnlcnt and ljorcsts (MoEF).

Jurisdiction of the Regional Office as

decided by the Ministry of
Environnren( and Forests

lNo. J- l l0ll/2/2013JA. (I)l

AJAYTYACI, Jt. Secy.

Pflnred h! rhe Mrnrrcr. G.r. menr ol Indi. Prcss, Rinr Ro.d Milrp0ri. Neq Dclhi- 00&1
rnd PuhlNhed by the Cdnr()ller ol Publrc rrons. Delhi ll0054

I

I
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EE;T

t. lTesl
No. 17951

a-t Ed, gr<n, ele zo. :oz:Aa ro, tca.r

\l:\\ DEI.HI, \\'ED.\.-ESI)A\'. rPRtt.20.2022 CHAITRA 10. I9,14

cct{<q, T{ dR cr{rg cffi{ {"r+c
qfrW-dr

oq g;fr, 20 'q*q, 2022

il.cr. 1886(q).--+,ftq rrfirr rqfc?ur slt s-{ G"rrrrr i Effi rifl'rq it Tqt{.ur (q-.erur)
qfuftm, tggo ff "Jrrr (3) ff z.r-nr.r (1) {tr :.r-rrpn (z) i tiz (v) h .rft{ c-.{ rrfui r;r s*{ i,A
gq, vula-rvr rmem ftrtTr jrflrlq.r-ir', 2006 (Frq sqd aq+ q,am tqr*rl 3rfrJfr-dr, 2006 ffir.r+r *),
cffii-{Fii ft {,ftTq r",f ; frc f4 c"l- fu d'fft ir*rr+ ++r* n ftc, .i-{r $T.3{r.1533(3r), drftq
14 foia-r, zooo rrrr l-sirf4m ft tr

slt{ rFq qqf-+r'rr Tqr'{rd Bqizqr yrftrfitq tqqfutqql 61 rp,-a aaf q' } 3rcfti q* s-6rdt }
Rq q-qf-q-{vr ffii (+fr) q-r E-qn qtr rg<n + frq c"qrfrB-{ crffit Tl rfrrr e;"A }q rrw wr w
tqr+q 3rft1-{4r, 2996 } fiqFffi{ } ftn rqt{rur (drelrr) 3fdFi{c, 1986 ff irrr 3 ff sc-fi.r (3) +
+fi-r B'r-r r;qr f;

qtr rr.z qqiqrur qqr'+rr fuitrqr Frf?F,.'rr i rqfr',r q-{ei {Eqr6a cF.{I fr ffi.j?6 Efr t
.ratr argra snr ft+r i qtr n;q w< q-r qqt+ror qqft vqr+i * Tcrq ctr .rr.{eff ftTrri h ftq .rft+ar

i-Iq i etaqc t Tft 66 fr fa;fl-g{ 6-. frqr.rqT l;
altr *,ftq q-+:,r,.r"q qry-, {T.ft ff r{AuT + ftI q-,ri-c-,"T q-{ft rF,+r E:,r itrr Et,fi-fa rrrr

qrcrrd {Erff i:
sllz qrc ft arftr t, gen $Fffi + r5-<9",i 6."1 * fl"r rrfrq rerl 3ft{ qrqft-T {f,-q t

qri&il rfli e ff qffstdfl:it 
'rr 

(r;q <( .r{ fr f;qi6i ftqr qr er t, frt *ftq €-.+R <rfrt gtm
Ft-+r:ii d aqn i .rqt 6q tftc F.r t {-"qi6-{ tlrr 3{r{q!-6 sFffff ?;

2110 Ct 2021 ( r)

ffi t. A qE.- 33004/99 REGO. tlo. O. L.-33004/99

@he (Sozette of Sndio
cc-DL-E-20t,12022-2352.t I

ARITTIRIT

EXTRAORDI\ARY
qFr Il-q!:r -l-gq-<!r (ii)

PART ll-Sectior 3-Sut!.section (ii)

xrfrrr<trflft-fr
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY
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rr: :rar, rift{ rrrdr', lr+{'q ({?sTur) ft{q, 1986 } ftTc S ir gq-ft{q (4) + rrq cFd
qqt{rq (qryq) 3rftft{c, 1986 (1986 mT 29) ff cJFr g ff w-nrr (1) :iz sq-?rFr (2) } iis (v) ar<I

Tffi crft;qi 6T srlftrr +rt 6q r+ Mi * fi-+c s * sq-ft{q (3) } qs (s) } 3rsft{ frftq ff 3ItBn *
(rrrr EF{+ } q*rm, qtq;Er t ,rrca rc+n 6 a-a+.r+{ qqt+rqr qa r{ riTmq ft 3tft{qfl {@16
6l.-3fi. 1533(3r), arfto t + ft-rr+r, ZOOO,* sf,i{-fir t ffiirfud 3i? qrit"Jn 6.ff * 3rqt -

Tfi3rfut-firi-
(1 ) +.r 4 l', 3q-+.r (iii T) + rlrm .rt, ftsftfur rer im1n, 3nrt(: -

(iii 6) ofrq .en 4r twftq qr Uzw sqa + ddfud I 4r Bd *frq wot< am riqeom dn sdvri,
vryfrt qraftn ffr arumsqqar"rl * aor tfr vEn w qMtoafttl Ei 3tWd fuar trar t qr vfiq
qrzir,el qrffiqr fuem qr tfr r@qqpS S n11, wt4?ar * fi{q Mqr dqh az+ +
hl qi c,r rfuqvar I qqr etffit qqq-frqr t 3tfuq ffid I Az qea-qqa w *r iau I qq-
qfAq@d qaz"l iT w w# l, tq ifrt qr w vslf w qMtsclEzF fuqr qrSln;

(2) Tfl*fr,-
(i) r{ 1(6) + qrqi,-

(s) Fiar (3) t, -

(q) fu-arr+r qa-a rg * a=+r t "> 'loo i+"- 'raa q-rT +t' I rq;a q1, ffiFfr rr+r qrgrrr,

:rrrt{: -

',ffi * srqrar srq r5,e q.fi-w e;rt .Q * d-.iq ii >250 fu q;ra .IEr *{,,;

(q) '> I 50 t+q-r" s-&fi, 3i6 *t i{er< + Eqrn T{, '> 5OO @q(' T&m, qiq} siT 3Tri ra ;fiqt;
(q) Fiir (4) t, -

(6) t{-6-t€rEn rrfi } qiiq ii <100 *, rqTn qfr +{ } err{ qI,

rgt', fte-Rfur rcrqnrrn, qqh -

'vV afft aa7 @ I nzi{ I rfr ana,rV e)z afb +H * 3fiHr 3ru sy? @frq qfi s?+
#$ i <250 i4iq'/ qq7 c-il et7':

(,q) '.150 e"iq'r,+ r+dt, 3rsir +r 3{8rit + Frrrq T. "<5OO }+T{'} r#d, iffi qk qrr< €
qrt;

(ii) q-{ 1(T) h mc+, -

(s) kill (3) it, -

({) Fq q1qr (i) t, "> 50 {.n-{re, e-ff+t, aidi qt< qtrt } rrrr{ cr ,> 100 +.n-{rc "s-fi-{, 3ri6}
*r 3r$r ,-A irr.A,

(q) fic dT{r (ii) +r r{q q"ififd cfaMi +;r Elc ft,{r qrq.n;

(q) krrr (4) t, -

({) *:,c dqr (i) +, "<59 }qpa1-s'yd}6, dc *r 3lnrr * qm w, "<too +Irrqz, yft+, qir,} #r qer{
rri fir1+i

(?a) r,q Eilql (ii) it, -

(l) "+{ <5o,oo0 }atrr" rre, rff+ 3tt{ 3i6 6T +q ft-+r vrqrn;

(tt)ft< Fr) + qruft +, 'q <50,000,, qr<, rft+ ifu:iq +.r frq fuqr qrq,n; 
r
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[r]m II q',g l(ii)l lTrJT TiI TT t]-r ' 3rqI{FrI

(rT) FilT (5) i, mq dqr (ii) + T,,Trd, ffiF*r r,q riqr :i<:r,+rfta B-;qr rrr',m, rqtq r
7ii0 tidr-wfiT fi t aaifud ffi qtrfatr.n +;r yaqiqt ifrq qt qr M t cMn i Ril BqT
qTWt",'

(iii) {E 1(c) + qrq+,-

(6) <i.rr (3) t, ", SO trn+ra" rfl-4ii, 3i"i' *r 3ftrt i Errn .r., "> 100 +rrr+ra' rffit, :idt *r 3reirl
6lrrarqqn;

(lq) rtilT (4) +, "<50 +THre'rd-{, 3iH *. qel. h qra 
"r., "<100 t{rTzrrc'q+fi, 3tiT,.t *' 3rs-. -e

qrqt;

(iv) T{ 2({) t qlq}, -

(s) E?tT (3) +, ">1" e-ffi 3ilr 3i6 * rqnr qr, ',>2.5 \rffi' 3tr sis fr.,6r qrr5rl;

(r{) FitrT (4) fr, ',<1,,q-&sii 3ftr 3i6 } e4-a q7, .< 2.5, q_fi-fi fr 3i6.4 {rr,.,t;

(rr) kiaT (S) t,k{qr{ ttr } qsn, ffiBo ta ei(:Fnftd ffqr qrr.fn, 3wt{: -

'glv W d7 * frar fud qar{ reffi * qrq v.fr _rn itqer ann qM rl +}qsr qan
qM + BT fraqv frqr + sryerr *fiq.at qT rr*,- '1-/, a"1fu1fr, ftzrt ft4r ildr
qrfr@tfl''

(v) F( 2 (e) + qrq+, -

(6) Eiy (3) },B{Irr{ cftRd 6T +c fr,fi qrqrrr:

(q) kiy (4) +, "<0.5 frftTd Affq sI Tisr(f' !-fi-fi, 3iE, gr< *r 3rm * prr{ tn, 'qrft r<fi-q

qft':fi{ur qffifc-{r, qftrfi'rr ff qft;qr q-r erdrn frrI A-{1 sra.A flfl;
(r0 ,"ni (5) i,EqIIr{ ftr t qsn, ffifu+ tn rqr orlrrr,

qqh: -

"$-r{ ftrd qn-wt +it+ } *nq qfi-t-a q!-{ qms{ri qfi qrr 6l-* qr }ffiq 6r qr ft-as
ftqr qrfl rt{n cr qqrft{R, rrcq qr, ,era .{ittr{r3it + ftq kffrd ff{r t r{rrrt";

(vi) r< 7 (+) i vrd,-

({) 6s (3) t, 'qfr qFd-r+rsil' crdt } ern q-r "qfr at qR:ffi' gr< r& qnii;

(q) FiT (4) i', ffifur {q:enB-t ft;qr qrrrm, qark: -

,qrft frE-fir r{ffiq-{rri ffi Eql? qBrr S {ecf-4-{ e, fi arFrtrzr+:Jq-+m t Fl *r"

lv;t. i. ' t+r 3-22t10l2022-3ir+q. llll

<i. ffi gqn erui-6, rf+ qkq

fteq : W qftIf+<r rrrt:n + rrqr{, r+fiarrur, rrr.r ll, Gis lll, sc-ds (ii), diqr 6r.3lr. 1533(3{), {rftq
14 ftdq{, 2006 drr s-+rflrlt ft.r{,ft 3t 3TB}{qir q@T 6r.3n. 1807(3r), firftq 12 3rf{,
2022 6]ttr ?iftq is ?r{ fti{r 1r{I eTI r

.,
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MINISTRY OT' ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANCE

NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, rhe 20th Al',n!,2022

S.O. 1886(E).-WHEREAS. thc Central Govemment in the erstwhile Ministry of Environment
and Forcsts, in exerciss of its powers under sub-section ( l) and clause (v) ol'sub-section (2) of section (3)
ofthe Flnvironment (Protection) Act. 1986 has published the Lnvironment lnrpact Assessment Notification.
2006 (hereinafter refened to as the EIA Notification, 2006), vide number S.O.l5l3 (E), dated the l4th
September. 2006 for mandating prior environmcntal clearancc lor certain category of projects;

And whereas. the State Environment lnrpact Assessment Authorities (SEIAAs) have been

constituted under sub-section (3) of section 3 of thc Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 for
implementation ofthc EIA Notiflcation. 2006 at Stalc Ievel lbr exercising dclegatcd powcrs to consider and
grant llnvironmental Clearancc (EC) for all proposals under Category B:

And whcrcas. thc SEIAAs havc gaincd substantial cxperiencc over the past lifteen years in the EC
appraisal process and the process al the State level has also been made completely online through the
PARIVESH pofial for efficient and transparent disposal of EC proposals;

And whereas, the Central Govemment deems it necessary to firrther decentralise the EC process for
facilitaling clearances at State level:

And whcreas. as on date. catcgory 'B projects. relating to national defence and strategic
inrponance with significant element of security involvement are also being appraised at the State level
uhich, the Cenllal Covernnrent deenrs it nccessary to be appraised centrally taking into account national
security concerns;

Now, therefore. in exercise ofthe powers conferred by sub-section ( l) and clause (v) of sub-section
(2) of section 3 ofthe Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986).rearl with sub-rule(4) of rule 5 of
the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Governmenl, aftcr having dispensed with the
requirement of notice under clause (a) of sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the said rules. in public intercst, hereby
makes lhe following further anrcndnlents in the notification of the Covemnrent of India. in the erstwhile
N4 in istry of Env ironmcnt and I'jn.ests, n umbcr S.O. I 5 3 3 (E ). dated thc l4th Scptemhcr. 2006, namely:-

ln the said notification,-

( l) in paragraph 4, fbr sub-paragraph (iii a), thc following shall bc substitutcd, namcly:-

(iii a) Such C'ategory 'B' projecls, reluting to the National deknce or strategic or security impo ance or
lhose a,\ noti/icd br the Cehtt'al Gorernmenl o account o.f exigencies such as pandemics, natural disasters
or to pn)note entirunmentall.y, liien.ll.\'u.-livilies under Nutional Programmes or Schemes or Missions or
.such project.s *hich are inordinatclt delo.t'ed heyond the stipulated timeline ds laid down in this
notilicdtion and also ncet the tt iterio as laid dottr in this regord.from tinc to time. shdll be considered dt
lhe Centrul level as Cutegon 'B pr(ieL.ts,

(2) in the Schcdule.-

(i) against itcm l(a).-
(a) in column (3 ).

(A) lbr "> t00 ha. ol mining lease area in respect of non-coal nrining lease", the following shall
be substituled. namely:-

'>250 ha mining lcasc arca in rcspccl ofmajor mineral mining lcasc other than coal";

(B) lbr the symbol. tigures and letters '> 150 ha", the symbol. tigures and leners "> 500 ha"
shall be substitutedi

(b) in column (4),-

(A) tbr "< 100 ha ot mining lease arca in respect ol non-coal minc leasc", the fbllowing shall be
substituted, namely:-

"All mining lease area in respect of minor mineral mining leases and 
= 

250 ha mining lease area
in respect of major mineral mining lease other than coal";
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(B) for the symbols, figures and letrers'.! 150 ha", the symbols. figurcs and letrers..< 500 ha,'
shall be substitutedl

(ii) againsr irem l(c),-

(a) in column (3),-

(A) in serial number (i). for the symbols, Iigures and letters '.> 50 MW',. the symbols.
figures and letrers "?100 MW" shall be subslirured:

(B) scrial nurnbcr (ii) and thc cnrrics rclaring rhcralo shall bc onincd;

(b) in column (4),-

(A) in serial number (i), for the symbol, figures and letters "< 50 MW", the symbol. figures
and leners "< 100 MW" shall be substilured:

(B) in scrial number (ii).-

(l) the word. symbol and ligules "and < 50.000 ha." shall be omitted;

(ll) in poinl (c) in the rable. rhc \ ord. symbol and ligures '\o < 50,000" shall be
omittod;

(c) in column (5), after serial number (ii), the following serial number shall be inserted,
namely:-

"(iii) lrrigation projects involving lnter-State issues shall be appraised at Central level without
change in catcgory.";

( iii) againsr ilem l(d).-

(a) in column (3), for the symbols, figures and leners'2 50 Mw'', the symbols, figures and letters
"2100 MW" shall be substituted;

(b) in column (4), for the symbol, figures and letlers *< 50 MW", the symbot, figures and lstters
"< 100 MW" shall be substituledi

(iv) against item 2(a).-

(a) in column (3), lor the symbols and figure ">1", thc symbols and figures ") 2.5" shall bc
substifu ed:

(b) in column (4), lbr the symbols and figure "<1". the symbols and figures "< 2.5" shall be
substituted:

(c) in column (5), aficr thc cxisting paragraph, thc lollowing paragraph shall bc inscncd, namcly:-

"lntegrated coal mining projects with washeries located within mining lease area shall conrinue to
be considered at Central levcl or State level, as the case may be, as per the extant threshold for coal
mining projects.";

(v) against item 2 (b),-

(a) in colurnn (3), the existing entries shall be omitted;

(b) in column (4). for the symbol. figures, words and leners '< 0.5 million TPA lhroughput", the

words "All mineral beneliciation projects inespective of the procedure for beneficiation" shall be
substitutedi

(c) in column (5), alier the existing paragraph, the following paragraph shall be inserted, namely:-

"lntegated mining projects with beneficialion plants locatcd u'ithin rnining lcase arca shall

continue 1() bc considcrcd al Ccntral lcvcl or Stalc lcvel. as the casc may be, as per the extant

threshold for mining projects.";

(vi) against item 7 (a),-

(a) in columa (3), for the words "All projects", the words "All new projeats" shall be substitutedi
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(b) in colurnn (4). thc Iollowing shall be insencd, namely:-

"All expansions projects, including airstrips, which are for commercial use.".

[F. No. IA3-22l l0/2022-lA.Ill]

Dr. SUJIT KUMAR BAJPAYEE, Jt. Secy.

Notc: The principal notillcation was published in the Gazette of India. Extraordinary. Pan II, Section Itl,
sub-scction (ii). vrde, numbcr S.O. 1533(E), dated the l4th Septcmber,2006 and was last amended,
vide, the noti fication number S.O. I 807(L ). dated the I 2th April, 2022.

Unloailed b).Dlc ol l,nnrin8 at Govemmenr ol lndiu Press. RingRord. May,pun, Nelr Dethr-l t00,54
and Publrshed by rhe Controllcr olPubljcalions. Delhi-110054. Hll ,.:;.,-


