
IN THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 

EASTERN ZONE BENCH, KOLKATA  

O.A NO.             OF 2026 

In the matter of: 
Centre for Holistic Development -CHD      …Applicant 

Versus 
Govt. of Bihar & Ors.  …Respondents 

INDEX 

Sl. 
No. 

Particulars Page No. 

1. INDEX 

2. MEMO OF PARTIES 

3. SYNOPSIS & LIST OF DATES 

4. ORIGINAL APPLICATION UNDER SECTIONS 14 & 
15 READ WITH SECTION 18 OF THE NATIONAL 
GREEN TRIBUNAL ACT, 2010 SEEKING 
DIRECTIONS FOR RESPONDENTS TO 
IMMEDIATELY CEASE AND STOP THE ILLEGAL 
FILLING, DUMPING OF SOIL, AND FILLING UP OF 
THE POND AND ALL CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 
BEING CARRIED OUT AT THE THREE HISTORIC 
PONDS NAMELY GANGA SAGAR, DIGHI AND 
HARAHI, SITUATED AT DARBHANGA, BIHAR, AT 
THE BEHEST OF THE RESPONDENT BUIDCO OR 
STATE OF BIHAR 

5. ANNEXURE P-1 

True copy of the photographs showing illegal 
filling, dumping of soil, and filling up of the pond 
and all construction activities being carried out at 
the three historic ponds namely Ganga Sagar, 
Dighi and Harahi, situated at Darbhanga 

NA

1-3

4-7

8-52

53-73

136



6. ANNEXURE P-2 

True copy of the map of the three ponds as 
published in the book titled ‘Riaz-e-Tirhut’ (1868) 
showing the ponds and trees arounds them at 
Page 160 of the book published in  the year 1868 

7. ANNEXURE P-3 

True copy of the Map prepared by Darbhanga 
Municipal Board (now Corporation)  (1960) 

8. ANNEXURE P-4 

True copy of order dated 08.12.2022, passed by 
this Hon’ble Trinunal, in O.A. No. 155/2022/EZ, 
titled Talab Bachao Abhiyan (TBA) versus 
Government of Bihar & Ors 

9. ANNEXURE P-5 

True copy of final order/ Judgment dated 
23.03.2023 passed by this Hon’ble Trinunal, in 
O.A. No. 155/2022/EZ, titled Talab Bachao 
Abhiyan (TBA) versus Government of Bihar & Ors. 

10. ANNEXURE P-6 

True copy of the representation dated 14.05.2026 
made to the Managing Director, BUIDCO, the 
Principal Secretary, Urban Development and 
Housing Department, Bihar, the District 
Magistrate, Darbhanga, the Bihar State Pollution 
Control Board, and the Bihar State Wetland 
Authority 

11. ANNEXURE P-7 

74

75

76-78

79-95

96-110

111-118



True copy of the order dated 19.08.2025 passed 
by the Hon’ble Supreme Court in Anand Arya v. 
Union of India in W.P (C) 304/2018 

12. ANNEXURE P-8 

True copy of the poster of Redevelopment Plan” 
for the historic Gangasagar, Digghi and Harahi 
Ponds dated NIL  

13. Vakalatnama 

119-120

121



IN THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 

EASTERN ZONE BENCH, KOLKATA  
APPLICATION UNDER SECTIONS 14 & 15 READ WITH SECTION 18 OF 

THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL ACT, 2010

O.A NO.             OF 2026 
In the matter of: 
Centre for Holistic Development -CHD      …Applicant 

Versus 
Govt. of Bihar & Ors.  …Respondents 

MEMO OF PARTIES 

1. Centre for Holistic Development -CHD
Through its General Secretary Sunil Kumar Aledia
S/o Gyan Chand Aledia
R/o 1D Shahpur Jat;
II Floor
New Delhi 110049  …Applicant No.1 

Versus 
1. State of Bihar

Through its Chief Secretary,

Main Secretariate,

4, Deshratna Marg,

Patna Bihar-800001

cs-bihar@nic.in; …Respondent No.1 

2. District Magistrate, Darbhanga
District,

Collectorate, Darbhanga,

Bihar-846001

1

mailto:cs-bihar@nic.in


Email: dm-darbhanga.bih@nic.in 

…Respondent No.2 

3. Bihar State Pollution Control
Board,

Parivesh Bhawan, Patna Mall
Rod,

Patliputra Industrial Area,

Digha, Patna, Bihar-800010

Email: msbspcb-bih@gov.in …Respondent No.3 

4. Bihar State Wetland Authority,

Through its Member Secretary,

Shaheed Peer Ali Khan Marg,
Aranya Bhawan,

Patna, Bihar, PIN-800014.

ccfcc.bih@gmail.com
…Respondent No.4 

5. Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change,

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,

Jor Bagh Road, New Delhi-
110003

efd-bih@nic.in …Respondent No.5 

6. Urban Development and
Housing Department,

Government of Bihar, Patna,

2

Through Member Secretary

Through its Joint Secretary

Through its Principal Secretary

mailto:dm-darbhanga.bih@nic.in
mailto:ccfcc.bih@gmail.com
mailto:efd-bih@nic.in


1st Floor, Vikas Bhawan, New 
Secretariat,  

Patna-800015  

urbansec-bih@nic.in …Respondent No.6 

7. Bihar Urban Infrastructure
Development Corporation
(BUIDCO),

303, Third Floor, Maurya Lok
Complex, Maurya Tower, Budha
Marg, New Dak Bunglow Rd,
Patna, Bihar 800001 …Respondent No. 7 

FILED BY: 

SWAGATA GUPTA 
D/6268/2024 

ADVOCATE FOR THE APPLICANT(S) 
51A/9 KISHANGARH, 
NEW DELHI - 110070 

SWAGATAGUPTA.00@GMAIL.COM 
+91 8013313825

DATED: 14.05.2026 
PLACE: NEW DELHI 

3

Through its Managing Director

mailto:urbansec-bih@nic.in
mailto:Kamlesh.legalaid@gmail.com


SYNOPSIS 

“Every part of earth is sacred to my people, Every 
Shining pine needle, every sandy shore, every mist 
in the dark woods, every meddow, every humming 
insect. All are holy in the memory and experience of 
my people…. 
This we know; the earth does not belong to man; 
man belong to earth. All things are connected like 
the blood that unties us all. Man did not weave the 
web of life; he is merely a strand in it. Whatever he 
does to the web, he does to himself.”  

This statement was made by the Tribal chief of a Seattle, way back in the 
year 1854, in his response to the offer of George Washington, the first 
President of the United States of America, to buy their land. This had a 
deep meaning to exemplify the fact that human beings are part of the 
ecosystem and environment, not the other way around. 

The present Application is being filed under Sections 14, 15 and 18 of the 
National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 seeking urgent intervention of this 
Hon’ble Tribunal against the ongoing illegal filling, dumping of soil, 
encroachment and alteration of three historic ponds namely Ganga Sagar 
Pond, Dighi Pond and Harahi Pond situated at Darbhanga, State of Bihar. 

The abovesaid ponds are nearly 800–900 years old water bodies of 
immense ecological, historical and cultural importance, stated to have 
been constructed during the reign of the erstwhile rulers of the Mithila 
region. The ponds together form an interconnected freshwater ecosystem 
extending approximately 1.8 kilometres and have historically served as 
important public commons, groundwater recharge zones, flood buffers 
and centres of social and cultural life. 

Over a period of time, however, the ponds came under severe stress due 
to unchecked encroachments, discharge of untreated sewage, dumping of 
solid waste, obstruction of feeder channels and shrinking of their natural 
water spread area. Owing to such degradation, an Original Application 
being O.A. No. 155/2022/EZ titled Talab Bachao Abhiyan v. Government 
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of Bihar & Ors. was filed before this Hon’ble Tribunal seeking protection 
and restoration of the ponds. 

This Hon’ble Tribunal, vide orders passed in the said proceedings, 
constituted a Joint Committee and thereafter by final judgment dated 
23.03.2023 directed removal of illegal encroachments, restoration of the 
ponds, strengthening of embankments and ecological rejuvenation of the 
three ponds. 

Despite the aforesaid binding directions, the Applicant has recently 
observed that under the guise of redevelopment and beautification, large 
scale earth filling, land reclamation, physical alteration and fresh 
encroachments are continuing in and around the ponds. Activities 
presently being undertaken appear to adversely affect the original 
character, hydrology, embankments and ecological balance of the water 
bodies. 

The redevelopment proposal displayed at site indicates infrastructure-
centric works such as ghats, jetties, lighting, restaurants, open gym areas, 
toilets and allied constructions, but does not disclose any scientific plan 
for desiltation, revival of inlets and outlets, sewage diversion, catchment 
restoration or preservation of wetland ecology. 

The Applicant has already submitted representations before the concerned 
authorities including Bihar Urban Infrastructure Development Corporation 
Ltd., the Urban Development Department, District Administration 
Darbhanga, Bihar State Pollution Control Board and Bihar State Wetland 
Authority requesting immediate intervention, removal of encroachments 
and prevention of sewage discharge, but no effective remedial action has 
been taken. 

Hence the present petition.  

5



LIST OF DATES 

Dates  Events  

 The three ponds namely Ganga Sagar, Dighi, and Harai in 
Darbhanga, Bihar are 800-900 years old historical ponds 
that were constructed by the King Gang Singh Dev (1136-
1148 AD), Shakr Singh Dev (1288-1303) and Hari Singh 
Dev (1304-1324) respectively. These ponds are precious, 
historical, and cultural heritage not only for Darbhanga but 
also for the state of Bihar. These 3 ponds together cover a 
length of 1.8 kilometres from north to south direction and 
are present in the list of Bihar State Wetland Authority for 
their protection 

1868 According to the book published in 1868,titled Riaz-e-
Trihut, authored by Ayodhya Prasad Bahar, the Assistant 
Collector Mr. G.E.Grahm had constructed roads around the 
3 lakes so that people of the town can enjoy walking and 
recreational activities. The road around the 3 lakes are 
called ‘Chakkar’. This chakkar (street) was built as advised 
by the local Haji Mohammad Wahid Ali Khan, who was the 
Rais of the city.  

15.11.2022 That owing to the rapid encroachment, unchecked 
pollution and continued degradation of the three historic 
ponds namely Harahi, Dighi and Ganga Sagar, wherein 
untreated sewage, garbage, debris and waste water from 
multiple drains were being discharged directly into the 
ponds, and illegal constructions had further obstructed the 
natural channels interlinking the said water bodies, the 
association namely Talab Bachao Abhiyan was constrained 
to approach this Hon’ble Tribunal in the year 2022 by filing 
an Original Application, which came to be registered as 
O.A. No. 155/2022/EZ titled Talab Bachao Abhiyan (TBA) 
v. Government of Bihar & Ors., seeking protection, 
restoration and removal of encroachments from the said 
ponds. 
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08.12.2022 That vide order dated 08.12.2022, the Hon’ble National 
Green Tribunal, Eastern Zone Bench, in O.A. No. 
155/2022/EZ, titled Talab Bachao Abhiyan (TBA) versus 
Government of Bihar & Ors., after considering the status of 
the three ponds, issued notice to the Respondents and 
deemed it appropriate to constitute a Committee (details 
of members are below). The Hon’ble Tribunal further 
directed the District Magistrate, Darbhanga, to act as the 
Nodal Authority for all logistical purposes, and directed the 
Bihar State Pollution Control Board to file the report of the 
said Committee by way of an affidavit. 

23.03.2023 That vide final order/ Judgment dated 23.03.2023 this 
Hon’ble Tribunal directed to remove the illegal 
encroachments from three ponds namely, Dighi, Harai, and 
Ganga Sagar, in Darbhanga District of Bihar, and it shall be 
restored to their pristine glory and their embankments shall 
be strengthened by planting grass and natural shrubs and 
trees to provide an eco-friendly landscape which can be 
used by the public for recreation with certain other 
directions. 

May 2026 That it has recently been noticed by the Applicant herein 
that the three ponds have been subjected to rapid and 
alarming encroachment, large-scale earth-filling activity 
and physical alteration, whereby under the guise of 
beautification and development, activities appear to have 
been commenced which are adversely affecting, and 
continue to adversely affect, the original character, natural 
water spread area, embankments and ecological balance 
of the historic ponds namely Harahi, Dighi and Ganga 
Sagar, situated at Darbhanga, which are water bodies of 
immense ecological, cultural and historical significance. 

 Hence the present petition.  
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IN THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 

EASTERN ZONE BENCH, KOLKATA  

O.A NO.             OF 2026 

In the matter of: 

1. Centre for Holistic Development -CHD
Through its General Secretary Sunil Kumar Aledia
S/o Gyan Chand Aledia
R/o 1D Shahpur Jat;
II Floor
New Delhi 110049  …Applicant No.1 

Versus 
1. State of Bihar

Through its Chief Secretary,

Main Secretariate,

4, Deshratna Marg,

Patna Bihar-800001

cs-bihar@nic.in; …Respondent No.1 

2. District Magistrate, Darbhanga
District,

Collectorate, Darbhanga,

Bihar-846001

Email: dm-darbhanga.bih@nic.in

…Respondent No.2 

3. Bihar State Pollution Control
Board,
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Parivesh Bhawan, Patna Mall 
Rod,  

Patliputra Industrial Area,  

Digha, Patna, Bihar-800010 

Email: msbspcb-bih@gov.in …Respondent No.3 

4. Bihar State Wetland Authority,

Through its Member Secretary,

Shaheed Peer Ali Khan Marg,
Aranya Bhawan,

Patna, Bihar, PIN-800014.

ccfcc.bih@gmail.com
…Respondent No.4 

5. Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change,

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,

Jor Bagh Road, New Delhi-
110003

efd-bih@nic.in …Respondent No.5 

6. Urban Development and
Housing Department,

Government of Bihar, Patna,

Through its Principal Secretary,

1st Floor, Vikas Bhawan, New
Secretariat,
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Patna-800015  

urbansec-bih@nic.in 

…Respondent No.6 

7. Bihar Urban Infrastructure
Development Corporation
(BUIDCO),

303, Third Floor, Maurya Lok
Complex, Maurya Tower, Budha
Marg, New Dak Bunglow Rd,
Patna, Bihar 800001 …Respondent No. 7 

ORIGINAL APPLICATION UNDER SECTIONS 14 & 15 READ WITH 

SECTION 18 OF THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL ACT, 2010 

SEEKING DIRECTIONS FOR RESPONDENTS TO IMMEDIATELY 

CEASE AND STOP THE ILLEGAL FILLING, DUMPING OF SOIL, AND 

FILLING UP OF THE POND AND ALL CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 

BEING CARRIED OUT AT THE THREE HISTORIC PONDS NAMELY 

GANGA SAGAR, DIGHI AND HARAHI, SITUATED AT DARBHANGA, 

BIHAR, AT THE BEHEST OF THE RESPONDENT BUIDCO OR STATE 

OF BIHAR 

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH: 

1. The present Application is filed under sections 14 & 15 read with

Section 18 of the National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 seeking
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directions to the respondents to immediately cease and stop the 

illegal filling, dumping of soil, and filling up of the pond and all 

construction activities being carried out at the three historic ponds 

namely Ganga Sagar, Dighi and Harahi, situated at Darbhanga, 

Bihar, at the behest of the Respondent BUIDCO or State of Bihar, 

and for other directions. 

True copy of the photographs showing illegal filling, dumping of soil, 

and filling up of the pond and all construction activities being carried 

out at the three historic ponds namely Ganga Sagar, Dighi and 

Harahi, situated at Darbhanga is annexed herewith as 

ANNEXURE P- 1

2. That the Applicant is registered as Non-Government Organization

and working for the welfare of the Homeless Population and to

service them.

3. That The Applicant organization namely Centre for Holistic

Development has immensely contributed in the field of Social work

and it has relentlessly worked for the marginalized persons of the

society. The work of the organization for homeless people has been

recognized worldwide so also by several state organizations. The

functionaries of the organization have been awarded by the Chief

Electoral Officer, Delhi and NHFDC. That the Applicant organization
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has also raised the voice of the marginalized persons through 

various petitions filed in the high Court of Delhi as well as other 

forums, an illustrative list of the same is as under;  

Sl. Details of the petition Present Status 
1. SUNIL KUMAR ALEDIA 

Vs.   GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI & 
ORS. 
Advocate : KAMLESH KUMAR MISHRA & 
VISHAL KALRA 
W.P.(C)  7756/2017
[DISPOSED OFF]

Court No. : 1 
DISPOSED OFF 
on 06/09/2017 

2. SUNIL KUMAR ALEDIA  
Vs.   GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI & ORS 
Advocate : KAMLESH KUMAR MISHRA 
W.P.(C)  7638/2017

[DISPOSED OFF]

Court No. : 1 
DISPOSED OFF 
on 12/09/2017 

3. SUNIL KUMAR ALEDIA 
Vs.   GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI AND ORS 
Advocate : KAMLESH KUMAR MISHRA 
W.P.(C)  4417/2017
[DISPOSED OFF]

Court No. : 1 
DISPOSED OFF 
on 02/08/2019 

4. SUNIL KUMAR ALEDIA 
Vs.   COMMISSIONER OF POLICE AND 
ORS. 
Advocate : KAMLESH KUMAR MISHRA 
W.P.(C)  5464/2018
[PENDING]

Court No. : 1 
Next Date: 
15/01/2019 

5. SUNIL KUMAR ALEDIA 
Vs.   GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI AND ORS. 
Advocate : KAMLESH KUMAR 
MISHRAW.P.(C)  4173/2018 
 [DISPOSED OFF] 

Court No. : 1 
DISPOSED OFF 
on 10/09/2018 
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6. SUNIL KUMAR ALEDIA 
Vs. DELHI URBAN SHELTER 
IMPROVEMENT BOARD. 
Advocate : KAMLESH KUMAR MISHRA 
W.P.(C)  2528/2018
[DISPOSED OFF]

Court No. : 1 
DISPOSED OFF 
on 21/08/2018 

7. SUNIL KUMAR ALEDIA 
Vs.   CHAIRMAN DUSIB & ORS 
Advocate : KAMLESH KUMAR MISHRA 
W.P.(C)  2085/2018
[DISPOSED OFF]

Court No. : 1 
DISPOSED OFF 
on 18/02/2020 

8. SUNIL KUMAR ALEDIA 
Vs. DELHI URBAN SHELTER 
INPROVEMENT BOARD AND ORS. 
Advocate : KAMLESH KUMAR MISHRA 
W.P.(C)  11702/2018
[DISPOSED OFF]

Court No. : 1 
DISPOSED OFF 
on 24/10/2019 

9. CENTRE FOR HOLISTIC DEVELOPMENT-
CHD & ANR 
Vs.   DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
& ORS 
Advocate : KAMLESH KUMAR MISHRA & 
CHOUDHARY ALI ZIA KABIR 
W.P.(C)  9663/2017

[DISPOSED OFF]

Court No. : 0 
DISPOSED OFF 
on 27/01/2020 

10. SUNIL KUMAR ALEDIA 
Vs.   GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI & ANR 
Advocate : KAMLESH KUMAR MISHRA 

W.P.(C)  2978/2020
[DISPOSED OFF]

Court No. : 0 
DISPOSED OFF 
on 20/04/2020 

11. SUNIL KUMAR ALEDIA 
Vs.   GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI & ORS 
Advocate : SHIVEN VARMA 

 [PENDING] 
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W.P.(C)  2991/2020
[PENDING]

12. CENTRE FOR HOLISTIC DEVELOPMENT-
CHD VS GOVT. OF NCT DELHI V/s Govt. 
of NCT of Delhi 
Original Application No. 50/2021in 
NGT Principal Bench New Delhi 

DISPOSED 
03-03-2021

13. SUNIL KUMAR ALEDIA 
Vs.   GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI & ORS. 
Advocate : KAMLESH KUMAR MISHRA 
W.P.(C)  5573/2021

[DISPOSED 
OFF] 

14. SUNIL KUMAR ALEDIA 
Vs.   GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI & 
ORS. 
Advocate : KAMLESH KUMAR MISHRA 
W.P.(C)  10898/2021

   [DISPOSED 
OFF] 

15. SUNIL KUMAR ALEDIA 
Vs.   DELHI URBAN SHELTER 
IMPROVEMENT BOARD & ORS. 
Advocate : KAMLESH KUMAR MISHRA 
W.P.(C)  7010/2022

   [DISPOSED 
OFF] 

16. Centre for Holistic Development -CHD 
(Rishikesh Nallah)       
Versus  
Govt. of Uttarakhand & Ors.     
O.A 133/2025 (NGT, DELHI)

DISPOSED 
06.112025 

1. That the three water bodies namely Ganga Sagar, Dighi, and Harai

in Darbhanga, Bihar are 800-900 years old historical ponds that were

constructed by the King Gang Singh Dev (1136-1148 AD), Shakr
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Singh Dev (1288-1303) and Hari Singh Dev (1304-1324) 

respectively. These ponds are precious, historical, and cultural 

heritage not only for Darbhanga but also for the state of Bihar. These 

3 ponds together cover a length of 1.8 kilometres from north to south 

direction and are present in the list of Bihar State Wetland Authority 

for their protection 

2. That According to the book published in 1868, titled Riaz-e-Trihut,

authored by Ayodhya Prasad Bahar, the Assistant Collector Mr.

G.E.Grahm had constructed roads around the 3 lakes so that people

of the town can enjoy walking and recreational activities. The road

around the 3 lakes are called ‘Chakkar’. This chakkar (street) was

built as advised by the local Haji Mohammad Wahid Ali Khan, who

was the Rais of the city.

True copy of the map of the three ponds as published in the book

titled ‘Riaz-e-Tirhut’ (1868) showing the ponds and trees arounds

them at Page 160 of the book published in  the year 1868 is annexed

herewith as ANNEXURE P-2

3. That Drabhanga Town planning & Development Committee

(DTP&DC) prepared a plan for beautification of the three ponds

including developing parks and connecting the three ponds with two

wide channels. This plan was adopted by the Darbhanga Municipal
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Board (now Corporation) on 19th July 1960. The plan identified 220 

Bigha land and declared it as Controlled area on its Map.  

4.  As per information available to the public, newspaper reports, and 

the relevant maps, the following measures were proposed and 

undertaken for the beautification and integration of the said ponds. 

a) Provision was made to connect Harahi Pond with the northern 

portion of Dighi Pond, and Gangasagar Pond with the southern 

portion of Dighi Pond, through designated channels. 

b) Provision was further made for the development of public parks 

on both sides of the locations identified for connecting the said 

ponds. 

c) In the map prepared by the Municipal Corporation for the 

integration and beautification of the said ponds, the areas 

surrounding all three ponds, as well as the land earmarked for 

development of parks, were declared as “Controlled Area.” The 

designation of such Controlled Area expressly prohibited any 

encroachment, transfer, purchase, or sale of the land so 

marked 

True copy of the Map prepared by Darbhanga Municipal Board (now 

Corporation)  (1960) is annexed herewith as ANNEXURE P-3 
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4. That owing to the rapid encroachment, unchecked pollution and

continued degradation of the three historic ponds namely Harahi,

Dighi and Ganga Sagar, wherein untreated sewage, garbage, debris

and waste water from multiple drains were being discharged directly

into the ponds, and illegal constructions had further obstructed the

natural channels interlinking the said water bodies, the association

namely Talab Bachao Abhiyan was constrained to approach this

Hon’ble Tribunal in the year 2022 by filing an Original Application,

which came to be registered as O.A. No. 155/2022/EZ titled Talab

Bachao Abhiyan (TBA) v. Government of Bihar & Ors., seeking

protection, restoration and removal of encroachments from the said

ponds.

5. That vide order dated 08.12.2022, the Hon’ble National Green

Tribunal, Eastern Zone Bench, in O.A. No. 155/2022/EZ, titled Talab

Bachao Abhiyan (TBA) versus Government of Bihar & Ors., after

considering the status of the three ponds, issued notice to the

Respondents and deemed it appropriate to constitute a Committee

(details of members are below). The Hon’ble Tribunal further

directed the District Magistrate, Darbhanga, to act as the Nodal

Authority for all logistical purposes, and directed the Bihar State
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Pollution Control Board to file the report of the said Committee by 

way of an affidavit. 

True copy of order dated 08.12.2022, passed by this Hon’ble 

Trinunal, in O.A. No. 155/2022/EZ, titled Talab Bachao Abhiyan 

(TBA) versus Government of Bihar & Ors., is annexed herewith as 

ANNEXURE P-4 

6.  That vide final order/ Judgment dated 23.03.2023 this Hon’ble 

Tribunal directed to remove the illegal encroachments from three 

ponds namely, Dighi, Harai, and Ganga Sagar, in Darbhanga District 

of Bihar, and it shall be restored to their pristine glory and their 

embankments shall be strengthened by planting grass and natural 

shrubs and trees to provide an eco-friendly landscape which can be 

used by the public for recreation with certain other directions. 

True copy of final order/ Judgment dated 23.03.2023 passed by this 

Hon’ble Trinunal, in O.A. No. 155/2022/EZ, titled Talab Bachao 

Abhiyan (TBA) versus Government of Bihar & Ors., is annexed 

herewith as ANNEXURE P-5 

7. That it has recently been noticed by the Applicant herein that the 

three ponds have been subjected to rapid and alarming 

encroachment, large-scale earth-filling activity and physical 

alteration, whereby under the guise of beautification and 
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development, activities appear to have been commenced which are 

adversely affecting, and continue to adversely affect, the original 

character, natural water spread area, embankments and ecological 

balance of the historic ponds namely Harahi, Dighi and Ganga Sagar, 

situated at Darbhanga, which are water bodies of immense 

ecological, cultural and historical significance.  

8. That thereafter, the Applicant submitted a detailed representation

before this Hon’ble Tribunal, the Managing Director, BUIDCO, the

Principal Secretary, Urban Development and Housing Department,

Bihar, the District Magistrate, Darbhanga, the Bihar State Pollution

Control Board, and the Bihar State Wetland Authority, highlighting

the ongoing encroachment and requesting immediate removal of

the illegal encroachments as well as prevention of discharge of

untreated sewage into the three ponds, the relevant portion of the

representation is as under;

“SUBJECT: REPRESENTATION CONCERNING 
ENCROACHMENT OF THE HISTORIC PONDS HARAHI, 
DIGHI AND GANGA SAGAR AT DARBHANGA, 
REMOVAL OF ILLEGAL ENCROACHMENTS, 
PREVENTION OF DISCHARGE OF UNTREATED 
SEWAGE.  

Reference: 
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1. Final Order and Judgment dated 23.03.2023 passed by
the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal in O.A. No.
155/2022/EZ.
2. Final Order and Judgment dated 28.01.2011 passed by
the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in Jagpal Singh v. State
of Punjab, (2011) 11 SCC 396.
3. Order dated 19.02.2025 passed by the Hon’ble Supreme
Court of India in Civil Appeal No(s). 7607/2023.

Respected Madam/ Sir, 

That the present representation is made to your esteemed 

office with regard to the rapid and alarming encroachment, 

earth-filling activity, and alteration of the historic ponds 

namely Harahi, Dighi and Ganga Sagar, situated at 

Darbhanga, which are water bodies of immense ecological, 

cultural and historical significance. It has further been 

noticed that under the guise of beautification and 

development, activities appear to have commenced which 

may adversely affect the original character, water spread 

area, embankments, and ecological balance of the said 

ponds, the photographs of the said encroachment is as 

under; 
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That the aforesaid developments have caused serious 
concern amongst local residents and environmental 
stakeholders, particularly in view of the Final Order dated 
23.03.2023 passed by the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal 
in O.A. No. 155/2022/EZ, wherein specific directions were 
issued for restoration, protection and preservation of the 
said ponds. 

The relevant portion of the order dated 23.03.2023; 

“Considering the conditions of the three ponds and the 
recommendations made by the Committee, we dispose of 
this Original Application with the following directions:-  

A…. 

B… 

C. The Committee shall also take steps to remove the 
encroachments expeditiously. 

D. The three ponds, namely, Dighi, Harai and Ganga Sagar, 
in Darbhanga District of Bihar, shall be restored to their 
pristine glory and their embankments shall be strengthened 
by planting grass and natural shrubs and trees to provide 
an eco-friendly landscape which can be used by the public 
for recreation.  

E. The Committee shall also ensure that drains leading into 
the three Ponds/Water Bodies are completely diverted from 
the said water bodies. Effective sewage management shall 
be put in place to ensure that no municipal waste is allowed 
to flow into the three ponds.  

F…. 

G…. 

H. All illegal constructions leading into to three ponds and 
encroachments shall be removed within three months and 
those constructions which are governed by interim order of 
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the Hon’ble High Court, Patna, shall be subject to any final 
order which may be passed by the Hon’ble High Court…” 

That despite the aforesaid directions, it appears that instead 
of ecological restoration and scientific conservation, certain 
activities involving dumping of soil, use of heavy machinery, 
land filling, and construction-oriented intervention are being 
undertaken in and around the ponds, which may irreversibly 
damage the water bodies and defeat the purpose of the 
Tribunal’s order. 

That it is further worth highlighting herein that the Hon’ble 
Supreme Court of India in Jagpal Singh v. State of Punjab 
(2011) 11 SCC 396 has categorically held that ponds, lakes 
and common lands are public commons which must be 
protected and restored, and illegal occupation or conversion 
thereof cannot be permitted. 

That further, in Anand Arya v. Union of India, the Hon’ble 
Supreme Court reiterated the mandatory requirement of 
scientific identification, ground-truthing, demarcation of 
boundaries, and protection of wetlands prior to undertaking 
developmental or beautification activities. 

That the Hon’ble Supreme Court has also recently observed, 
while dealing with encroachment over wetland areas, that 
urban development cannot come at the cost of destruction 
of lakes, ponds and wetlands, and protection of water 
bodies is an essential component of sustainable 
governance. 
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In these circumstances, the applicant organisation most 
respectfully requests that the concerned authorities may 
kindly: 

It is, therefore, most respectfully prayed that the concerned 
authorities may immediately inspect the sites of the historic 
ponds namely Harahi, Dighi and Ganga Sagar situated at 
Darbhanga; forthwith halt all activity involving soil dumping, 
filling, construction or any alteration of the natural water 
spread area; remove all illegal encroachments; ensure 
diversion of drains and prevent discharge of untreated 
sewage into the said ponds; conduct proper demarcation of 
boundaries and maintain updated status records of the 
ponds; and take all further necessary and effective steps for 
preservation, protection and revival of these historic water 
bodies for the benefit of present and future generations. 

The applicant organization hopes that immediate remedial 
measures shall be taken in public interest, environmental 
interest, and in faithful compliance with the judicial 
directions governing protection of water bodies. 

This representation is submitted without prejudice to all 
other legal rights and remedies available in accordance with 
law.”

True copy of the representation dated 14.05.2026 made to the 

Managing Director, BUIDCO, the Principal Secretary, Urban 

Development and Housing Department, Bihar, the District 
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Magistrate, Darbhanga, the Bihar State Pollution Control Board, and 

the Bihar State Wetland Authority is annexed herewith as 

ANNEXURE P-6 

9. The present situation of the ponds is deeply concerning, as the

surrounding areas have been encroached upon from all sides. The

parks and designated green spaces around the lakes have gradually

been taken over and built upon by both private individuals and

public authorities.

10. That the orders passed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court in

Anand Arya v. Union of India in W.P (C) 304/2018 are directly and 

squarely applicable to the present case, as it was reiterated that it 

is mandatory for the States and their instrumentalities to strictly 

comply with the Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 

2017, particularly with respect to scientific identification, ground-

truthing, boundary demarcation, and protection of wetlands prior to 

undertaking any developmental or beautification activity. The Court 

has categorically emphasized that wetland boundaries must be 

demarcated in accordance with Rule 7 and that any action taken in 

deviation thereof is impermissible, the relevant portion of the same 

is as under; 
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“4.In that view of the matter, we direct these States to 
expedite the ground truthing and boundary demarcation 
expeditiously and at any rate within an outer limit of two 
months from today, failing which, the Secretaries of the 
concerned States of the Department of Environment and 
Ecology will have to personally remain present before this 
Court on next date of hearing. It is also made clear that 
inaction on the part of these State Wetland Authorities 
would compel this Court to pass coercive orders against 
such of those States which has failed to comply with the 
direction issued earlier as well as the direction issued by this 
order.  
5. In the light of the wetlands having been identified, it is
incumbent upon the State Wetland Authorities to publish the
same in the respective State Governments’ website
indicating such of those Wetland which have been identified
together with the areas, where ground truthing and
demarcation of boundaries have been undertaken by
distinctly and separately indicating the same, which exercise
shall be undertaken before next date of hearing.”

True copy of the order dated 19.08.2025 passed by the Hon’ble 

Supreme Court in Anand Arya v. Union of India in W.P (C) 304/2018 

is annexed herewith as ANNEXURE P-7 

11. In the present case, although a project for “beautification” of

the historic Harahi, Dighi, and Gangasagar ponds has been 

proposed, the actual beautification works have not yet commenced. 

In such circumstances, the directions issued by the Hon’ble Supreme 

Court in Anand Arya v. Union of India assume critical significance, 

as it mandates that prior to initiation of any development or 
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beautification activity, wetlands must first be scientifically identified, 

demarcated, and protected from encroachments, with due 

assessment of their ecological character. The absence of prior 

demarcation of pond boundaries, water spread areas, and buffer 

zones renders any proposed intervention legally impermissible.  

12. That the poster displayed at the site sets out a proposed

“Redevelopment Plan” for the historic Gangasagar, Digghi and 

Harahi Ponds, listing features such as construction of ghats (steps 

leading to water), plantation, an open gym area, Restaurants, street 

lights, jetties, lighting arrangements, and toilets. However, a plain 

reading of the plan indicates that it is primarily infrastructure-

oriented and cosmetic in nature, rather than focused on the 

ecological restoration and preservation of these nearly 1000-year-

old water bodies. 

True copy of the poster of Redevelopment Plan” for the historic 

Gangasagar, Digghi and Harahi Ponds dated NIL is annexed 

herewith as ANNEXURE P-8

13. That a pond, particularly one of historical and ecological

significance, does not fundamentally require commercial or 

recreational installations such as open gyms, jetties, or food courts; 

rather, it requires scientific desiltation (locally understood as “gadh 
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ka nikaasi”), restoration of natural inlets and outlets, protection of 

its catchment area, prevention of encroachments, strengthening of 

embankments using eco-friendly measures, and maintenance of its 

natural hydrology. The poster conspicuously does not mention how 

fresh water will flow into the ponds, how stormwater channels will 

be revived, or how accumulated silt will be removed to restore 

original depth and water-holding capacity. Without addressing the 

source of inflow and the removal of sludge, any beautification effort 

would remain superficial and potentially harmful. Further, 

introduction of commercial elements such as food courts in the 

vicinity of the ponds poses a serious risk of solid waste generation, 

plastic pollution, and wastewater discharge, thereby aggravating 

water contamination rather than preventing it. There is also no 

indication on the poster whether the proposed plan has been 

subjected to environmental impact assessment or has obtained 

requisite approvals from the Bihar State Pollution Control Board. In 

the absence of such safeguards and statutory clearances, the so-

called beautification risks undermining the ecological character, 

water quality, and heritage value of these ancient ponds, which 

ought to be conserved as living ecosystems and public commons for 

present and future generations  
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14. Hence the present Application.

GROUNDS 

That in the above-mentioned facts and circumstances, the present 

Application is being filed based on the following grounds, amongst other, 

without prejudice to, and independent of others: 

A. Because the historic ponds of Harahi, Dighi and Ganga Sagar are

not merely water bodies but are protected cultural and ecological

heritage, dating back nearly 800–900 years, and their destruction

violates the public trust doctrine.

B. Because these ponds, constructed by the rulers of the Mithila

region and documented in historical records such as Riaz-e-Tirhut

(1868), constitute invaluable heritage assets. The State, as trustee

of natural resources, is constitutionally bound to protect them for

present and future generations.

C. Because The importance of pokhar/ pond in small villages of Bihar

is significant, not only for addressing current water needs but also

for ensuring sustainable access to water for future generations.

Here are the key aspects of their importance and the need for

preservation;

Importance of Pond: 
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The pond has cultural, economical, environmental and ecological 

importance including flood and drought mitigation, which can be 

underlined under the following heads: 

Recharging Groundwater:  

Pond helps in recharging of ground water. Growing depletion of 

ground water is a serious concern everywhere including Bihar 

and Darbhanga. It is utilized for harvesting of rain water, and to 

promoting the use of surface water. Pond fulfills this objective 

adequately.  

Common Need of Community:   

Pond is a place of bathing and washing clothes for the 

community. Its water is used for irrigation of agricultural land 

during non-monsoon seasons, and for meeting needs of cattle. 

Therefore, pond must be protected to reduce over exploitation 

of ground water and the quality of its water must be ensured so 

as to prevent health hazards of common people.  

Livelihood & Nutrition:  

It provides livelihood to weaker section (fishermen, locally called 

Mallah or Sahani or Mukhiya) of the society and nutritional food 

to human beings in the form of fish, snail and crab. Farming of 

fish and makhana (Eurela ferox) are two major crops of the 
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pond. Besides them, snail, crab and other produces also provide 

livelihood.  

Aquatic Life:  

Water area of a pond provides space to live and survive a wide 

variety of fishes, crabs, snails, insects, tortoise, snakes and frogs, 

besides, water-weed and grass. They work as a food chain 

system and help in maintaining cleanliness of pond water. 

Birds:  

More than 70 to 80 varieties of birds feed on small fishes and 

insects provided by the pond. More than hundread varieties of 

fish species including crabs, snails and insects are on the verge 

of extinction due to poisoning of pond for cleaning the pond from 

unwanted fish and its harvesting, and pollution of water. 

Shelter for Wild Animals:  

Pond’s Mahar/Bhind/Bhir (high raised earth wall around a pond/ 

pond bund) covered with trees, grass, bush and shrub provides 

natural habitation/shelter belt for small and regional wild animals 

and birds in rural areas. 

Cultural & Festival Place & Common Heritage of Culture: 

Pond is a common cultural and festival place of all castes and 

sects, no matter who excavated it. Excavation of pond is a 
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religious act like building of a temple/ mosque/church, but with 

secular approach. For instance, Mirja Khan Talab/Pond in 

Darbhanga town was built/excavated by a Muslim, but Hindus 

perform all kinds of religious festivals there. Similarly, Harahi 

pond was excavated by a Hindu king, but Muslims immerse their 

Tiziya in this pond. 

Flood & Drought Mitigation: 

Pond bund provides safe place for shelter during flood period. In 

1987 flood, more than 10,000 people took shelter on pond 

bund/Mahar of Badh Pond in Kyoti and people of Nesta Gram 

Panchayat took shelter on pond bund of Holiya Pond. In 2004 

flood, Dighi pond of Darbhanga took about 3 to 4 hours to fill 

with water and thereby provided sufficient time(3 to 4 hours) for 

people to shift to safe place or to take safety measures. 

D. Because United Nations Conference on the Human Environment,

Stockholm, 1972 was the first United Nation convention on

environmental issues. It is the foundation of environmental law

around the whole world, wherein 25 principles were elucidated

concerning the environment. The most notable principles were
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1. It recognized human rights as a part of environmental

protection and therefore the right to quality environment is a 

fundamental right of a human. 

2. Promotion of sustainable development, Non-renewable

resources must be used in such a manner as to guard these 

resources from exhaustion in the future. 

3. Man has the fundamental duty to protect the wildlife and its

habitat. 

4. States have the duty to protect and preserve the

environment and to develop such laws which promote 

sustainable development. 

E. Because this act of the respondents is completely illegal and is
destruction of the ponds in terms of the following;
i. Final order and judgement of the NGT dated 23.03.2023 titled

as Talab Bachao Abhiyan (TBA) V/s Govt. of Bihar & Ors. In
OA No. 155 of 2022 whereby all construction activities in the
vicinity of the three ponds were banned and all
encroachments were directed to be removed within 3 months.

ii. In complete violation of the Rules Of Wetlands (Conservation
And Management) Rules, 2017

Sl. Rule Relevant portion 

1. 
2(g) 

“wetland" means an area of marsh, fen, peatland or 
water; whether natural or artificial, permanent or 
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temporary, with water that is static or flowing, fresh, 
brackish or salt, including areas of marine water the depth 
of which at low tide does not exceed six meters, but does 
not include river channels, paddy fields, human-made 
water bodies/tanks specifically constructed for drinking 
water purposes and structure specifically constructed for 
aquaculture, salt production, recreation and irrigation 
purposes; 

2. 
4 Restrictions of activities in wetlands.— 

(1) The wetlands shall be conserved and managed in
accordance with the principle of 'wise use' as determined
by the Wetlands Authority.
(2) The following activities shall be prohibited within the
wetlands, namely,-
(i) conversion for non-wetland uses including
encroachment of any kind;
(ii) setting up of any industry and expansion of existing
industries;
(iii) manufacture or handling or storage or disposal of
construction and demolition waste covered under the
Construction and Demolition Waste Management Rules,
2016; hazardous substances covered under the
Manufacture, Storage and Import of Hazardous Chemical
Rules, 1989 or the Rules for Manufacture, Use, Import,
Export and Storage of Hazardous Micro-organisms
Genetically engineered organisms or cells, 1989 or the
Hazardous Wastes (Management, Handling and
Transboundary Movement) Rules, 2008; electronic waste
covered under the E-Waste (Management) Rules, 2016;
(iv) solid waste dumping;
(v) discharge of untreated wastes and effluents from
industries, cities, towns, villages and other human
settlements;
(vi) any construction of a permanent nature except for boat
jetties within fifty metres from the mean high flood level
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observed in the past ten years calculated from the date of 
commencement of these rules; and,  
(vii) poaching

Provided that the Central Government may consider 
proposals from the State Government or Union Territory 
Administration for omitting any of the activities on the 
recommendation of the Authority. 

iii. In complete violation of the Judgement of this Hon’ble court
in Jagpal Singh V/s State of Punjab (2011) 11 SCC 396
whereby it has been directed all the State Governments in the
country that they should prepare schemes for eviction of
illegal/unauthorised occupants of the Gram Sabha/Gram
Panchayat/poramboke/ shamlat land and these must be
restored to the Gram Sabha/Gram Panchayat for the common
use of villagers of the village. For this purpose the Chief
Secretaries of all State Governments/Union Territories in India
are directed to do the needful, taking the help of other senior
officers of the Governments. The said scheme should provide
for the speedy eviction of such illegal occupant, after giving
him a show-cause notice and a brief hearing. Long duration of
such illegal occupation or huge expenditure in making
constructions thereon or political connections must not be
treated as a justification for condoning this illegal act or for
regularising the illegal possession.

iv. In complete Contravention of the Spirit of the Judgement of
this Hon’ble Court in CIVIL APPEAL NO(S). 7607/2023 dated
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19.02.2025 whereby this Hon’ble Court directed removal of 
similar activity in the Anasagar Lake in Rajasthan 

“We wonder how a city can become smart without 
protecting the water bodies/wetlands in the city and 
how cities will become smarter by making 
encroachments on the water bodies/wetlands.  
In view of non-compliance with the order dated 1st 
December, 2023, before we consider of initiating 
action under the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, we 
direct the Chief Secretary of State of Rajasthan to 
appear before the Court through video conferencing 
on Monday 17th March, 2025” 

F. Because in the case of Subhash Kumar v. State of Bihar, (1991) 1 

SCC 598 at page 604 the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India held that

right to pollution free water and air is a fundamental right protected

under article 21 of the constitution of India, the relevant portion of

the Judgement is as under;

"7. Article 32 is designed for the enforcement of 
Fundamental Rights of a citizen by the Apex Court. It 
provides for an extraordinary procedure to safeguard the 
Fundamental Rights of a citizen. Right to live is a 
fundamental right under Article 21 of the Constitution and 
it includes the right of enjoyment of pollution-free water 
and air for full enjoyment of life. If anything endangers or 
impairs that quality of life in derogation of laws, a citizen 
has right to have recourse to Article 32 of the Constitution 
for removing the pollution of water or air which may be 
detrimental to the quality of life. A petition under Article 
32 for the prevention of pollution is maintainable at the 
instance of affected persons or even by a group of social 
workers or journalists. But recourse to proceeding under 
Article 32 of the Constitution should be taken by a person 
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genuinely interested in the protection of society on behalf 
of the community. Public interest litigation cannot be 
invoked by a person or body of persons to satisfy his or 
its personal grudge and enmity. If such petitions under 
Article 32, are entertained it would amount to abuse of 
process of the court, preventing speedy remedy to other 
genuine petitioners from this Court. Personal interest 
cannot be enforced through the process of this Court 
under Article 32 of the Constitution in the garb of a public 
interest litigation. Public interest litigation contemplates 
legal proceeding for vindication or enforcement of 
fundamental rights of a group of persons or community 
which are not able to enforce their fundamental rights on 
account of their incapacity, poverty or ignorance of law. A 
person invoking the jurisdiction of this Court under Article 
32 must approach this Court for the vindication of the 
fundamental rights of affected persons and not for the 
purpose of vindication of his personal grudge or enmity. 
It is duty of this Court to discourage such petitions and to 
ensure that the course of justice is not obstructed or 
polluted by unscrupulous litigants by invoking the 
extraordinary jurisdiction of this Court for personal 
matters under the garb of the public interest litigation see 
Bandhua Mukti Morcha v. Union of India [(1984) 3 SCC 
161 : 1984 SCC (L&S) 389 : (1984) 2 SCR 67] ; 
Sachindanand Pandey v. State of W. B. [(1987) 2 SCC 295, 
331] ; Ramsharan Autyanuprasi v. Union of India [1989 
Supp (1) SCC 251] and Chhetriya Pardushan Mukti 
Sangharsh Samiti v. State of U.P. [(1990) 4 SCC 449]" 

G. Because it is the fundamental duty of every citizen to protect

and improve the natural environment including forest, lakes, rivers 

and wildlife and the same is provided under 51A(g) of the 

Constitution of India , the relevant portion of the same is as under; 
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“(g) to protect and improve the natural environment 

including forests, lakes, rivers and wild life, and to have 

compassion for living creatures;” 

H. Because the right to a clean and healthy environment, including

access to unpolluted water bodies, forms an integral part of the

right to life under Article 21. Despite categorical, time-bound and

mandatory directions issued by the NGT, the Respondent

authorities have failed to restore the historic ponds of Harahi, Dighi

and Ganga Sagar, thereby infringing the fundamental

environmental rights of the residents of Darbhanga.

I. Because in the case of M.C. Mehta v. Union of India, (2004) 12 SCC

118 : 2004 SCC OnLine SC 349 at page 166, the Hon’ble Supreme

Court of India held that The natural sources of air, water and soil

cannot be utilised if the utilisation results in irreversible damage to

environment. There has been accelerated degradation of the

environment primarily on account of lack of effective enforcement

of environmental laws and non-compliance with the statutory

norms. It has been repeatedly held by the Supreme Court that the

right to live is a fundamental right under Article 21 of the

Constitution and it includes the right to enjoyment of pollution-free
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water and air for full enjoyment of life, the relevant portion of the 

Judgement is as under; 

“45. The natural sources of air, water and soil cannot be 
utilised if the utilisation results in irreversible damage to 
environment. There has been accelerated degradation of 
environment primarily on account of lack of effective 
enforcement of environmental laws and non-compliance of 
the statutory norms. This Court has repeatedly said that the 
right to live is a fundamental right under Article 21 of the 
Constitution and it includes the right to enjoyment of 
pollution-free water and air for full enjoyment of life. (See 
Subhash Kumar v. State of Bihar [(1991) 1 SCC 598 : AIR 
1991 SC 420] .) 

46. Further, by the Forty-second Constitutional Amendment, 
Article 48-A was inserted in the Constitution in Part IV 
stipulating that the State shall endeavour to protect and 
improve the environment and to safeguard the forest and 
wildlife of the country. Article 51-A, inter alia, provides that 
it shall be the duty of every citizen of India to protect and 
improve the natural environment including forest, lakes, 
rivers and wildlife and to have compassion for living 
creatures. Article 47 which provides that it shall be the duty 
of the State to raise the level of nutrition and the standard 
of living and to improve public health is also relevant in this 
connection. The most vital necessities, namely, air, water 
and soil, having regard to right to life under Article 21 
cannot be permitted to be misused and polluted so as to 
reduce the quality of life of others. Having regard to the 
right of the community at large it is permissible to 
encourage the participation of amicus curiae, the 
appointment of experts and the appointments of Monitory 
Committees. The approach of the Court has to be liberal 
towards ensuring social justice and protection of human 

39



rights. In M.C. Mehta v. Union of India [(1987) 4 SCC 463] 
this Court held that life, public health and ecology has 
priority over unemployment and loss of revenue. The 
definition of “sustainable development” which Brundtland 
gave more than 3 decades back still holds good. The phrase 
covers the development that meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of the future generation to 
meet their own needs. In Narmada Bachao Andolan v. Union 
of India [(2000) 10 SCC 664] this Court observed that 
sustainable development means the type or extent of 
development that can take place and which can be 
sustained by nature/ecology with or without mitigation. In 
these matters, the required standard now is that the risk of 
harm to the environment or to human health is to be 
decided in public interest, according to a “reasonable 
person's” test. [See Chairman Barton: The Status of the 
Precautionary Principle in Australia (Vol. 22, 1998, Harv. 
Envtt. Law Review, p. 509 at p. 549-A) as referred to in para 
28 in A.P. Pollution Control Board v. Prof. M.V. Nayudu 
[(1999) 2 SCC 718] .] 

J.      Because in Intellectuals Forum v. State of A.P., (2006) 3 SCC 

549 : 2006 SCC OnLine SC 210 at page 577 this Hon'ble Court while 

asserting the need for environmental protection and conservation 

of natural resources has observed that the environmental 

protection and conservation of natural resources has been given a 

status of a fundamental right and brought under Article 21 of the 

Constitution. This apart, the directive principles of State policy as 

also the fundamental duties enshrined in Part IV and Part IV-A of 

the Constitution respectively also stress the need to protect and 
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improve the natural environment including the forests, lakes, rivers 

and wildlife and to have compassion for living creatures, the 

relevant portion of the said Judgement is as under; 

"88. However, some of the environmental activists, as noted 
in The Environmental Activities Handbook authored by Gayatri 
Singh, Kerban Ankleswaria and Colins Gonsalves, that the 
Judges are carried away by the money spent on projects and 
that mega projects, that harm the environment, are not 
condemned. However, this criticism seems to be baseless since 
in Virender Gaur v. State of Haryana [(1995) 2 SCC 577] this 
Court insisted on the demolition of structure which have been 
constructed on the lands reserved for common purposes and 
that this Court did not allow its decision to be frustrated by the 
actions of a party. This Court followed the said decision in 
several cases issuing directions and ensuring its enforcement 
by nothing short of demolition or restoration of status quo 
ante. The fact that crores of rupees were spent already on 
development projects did not convince this Court while being 
in a zeal to jealously safeguarding the environment and in 
preventing the abuse of the environment by a group of 
humans or the authorities under the State for that matter. 
84. The world has reached a level of growth in the 21st century 
as never before envisaged. While the crisis of economic 
growth is still on, the key question which often arises and the 
courts are asked to adjudicate upon is whether economic 
growth can supersede the concern for environmental 
protection and whether sustainable development which can be 
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achieved only by way of protecting the environment and 
conserving the natural resources for the benefit of humanity 
and future generations could be ignored in the garb of 
economic growth or compelling human necessity. The growth 
and development process are terms without any content, 
without an inkling as to the substance of their end results. This 
inevitably leads us to the conception of growth and 
development which sustains from one generation to the next 
in order to secure “our common future”. In pursuit of 
development, focus has to be on sustainability of development 
and policies towards that end have to be earnestly formulated 
and sincerely observed. As Prof. Weiss puts it, “conservation, 
however, always takes a back seat in times of economic 
stress”. It is now an accepted social principle that all human 
beings have a fundamental right to a healthy environment, 
commensurate with their well-being, coupled with a 
corresponding duty of ensuring that resources are conserved 
and preserved in such a way that present as well as the future 
generations are aware of them equally." 

K. Because In Hinch Lal Tiwari v. Kamala Devi, (2001) 6 SCC

496, this Court settled that 'ponds' were a public utility meant for

common use and held that they could not be allotted or

commercialised, the relevant portion of the judgment is as under;

“13. It is important to notice that the material resources 
of the community like forests, tanks, ponds, hillock, 
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mountain etc. are nature's bounty. They maintain delicate 
ecological balance. They need to be protected for a 
proper and healthy environment which enables people to 
enjoy a quality life which is the essence of the guaranteed 
right under Article 21 of the Constitution. The 
Government, including the Revenue Authorities i.e. 
Respondents 11 to 13, having noticed that a pond is 
falling in disuse, should have bestowed their attention to 
develop the same which would, on one hand, have 
prevented ecological disaster and on the other provided 
better environment for the benefit of the public at large. 
Such vigil is the best protection against knavish attempts 
to seek allotment in non-abadi sites.” 

L. Because in Jagpal Singh v. State of Punjab, (2011) 11 SCC

396  this hon’ble court has laid down laid down the fundamental

principles governing the interpretation of law and practice relating

to the management and conservation of lakes and ponds as public

commons. Recognising the paramount duty to protect such water

bodies for the benefit of present and future generations, the

Hon’ble Supreme Court has, inter alia, observed as under;

“20. Over the last few decades, however, most of these 
ponds in our country have been filled with earth and 
built upon by greedy people, thus destroying their 
original character. This has contributed to the water 
shortages in the country. Also, many ponds are 
auctioned off at throw away prices to businessmen for 
fisheries in collusion with authorities/Gram Panchayat 
officials, and even this money collected from these so-
called auctions is not used for the common benefit of 
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the villagers but misappropriated by certain individuals. 
The time has come when these malpractices must stop. 
*** 
23. Before parting with this case we give directions to
all the State Governments in the country that they
should prepare schemes for eviction of
illegal/unauthorised occupants of the Gram
Sabha/Gram Panchayat/poramboke/shamlat land and
these must be restored to the Gram Sabha/Gram
Panchayat for the common use of villagers of the
village. For this purpose the Chief Secretaries of all
State Governments/Union Territories in India are
directed to do the needful, taking the help of other
senior officers of the Governments. The said scheme
should provide for the speedy eviction of such illegal
occupant, after giving him a show-cause notice and a
brief hearing. Long duration of such illegal occupation
or huge expenditure in making constructions thereon
or political connections must not be treated as a
justification for condoning this illegal act or for
regularising the illegal possession. Regularisation
should only be permitted in exceptional cases e.g.
where lease has been granted under some government
notification to landless labourers or members of the
Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes, or where there is
already a school, dispensary or other public utility on
the land.
24. Let a copy of this order be sent to all the Chief
Secretaries of all States and Union Territories in India
who will ensure strict and prompt compliance with this
order and submit compliance reports to this Court from
time to time.

M. Because the proposed “Redevelopment Plan” is contrary to the

principles laid down by the Hon’ble Supreme Court in M.C. Mehta
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v. Kamal Nath, wherein it was held that natural resources are held

in public trust and any interference with their ecological character 

attracts the “polluter pays” principle and liability for restoration. The 

impugned plan, being cosmetic and infrastructure-oriented, without 

ensuring scientific restoration of hydrology, desiltation, and 

protection of catchment areas, violates the mandate of preservation 

and ecological restoration as affirmed by this Hon’ble Court, the 

relevant portion of the same is as under; 

“ 7. This Court, on the earlier occasions, after adverting 
to the pleadings, relevant documents and the technical 
report of the Central Pollution Control Board, 
enumerated the various activities of Span Motels 
considered to be illegal and constituting “callous 
interference with the natural flow of River Beas” 
resulting in the degradation of the environment and for 
that purpose indicted them with having “interfered with 
the natural flow of the river by trying to block the 
natural relief/spill channel of the river”. We do not want 
to burden this judgment once again by repeating 
them in extenso. Equally, the Himachal Pradesh 
Government also was held to have committed patent 
breach of public trust by leasing the ecologically fragile 
land to the Motel. It is only on such findings, the 
“polluter-pays” principle as interpreted by this Court 
with liability for harm to compensate not only the 
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victims but also the cost of restoring the environmental 
degradation and reversing the damaged ecology was 
held applicable to this case. …” 

N. Because the failure of the Respondents to remove illegal

encroachments from the said ponds and their surrounding

“Controlled Areas” is arbitrary, illegal and violative of the rule of

law.

O. Because the 1960 Town Planning and Development Scheme,

adopted by the Darbhanga Municipal Board, expressly declared the

areas around the three ponds as “Controlled Area,” prohibiting

encroachment, transfer, sale or construction. Allowing continued

and fresh encroachments, even after repeated representations and

judicial directions, reflects abdication of statutory and constitutional

duties.

P. Because untreated sewage and solid waste continue to be

discharged into all three ponds, in blatant violation of the Water

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, the Environment

(Protection) Act, 1986 and the Wetlands (Conservation and

Management) Rules, 2017.

Q. Because the continued discharge of untreated sewage and solid

waste into Harahi, Dighi and Ganga Sagar ponds constitutes a clear

and continuing violation of Sections 24, 25 and 26 of the Water
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(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974. Though the Bihar 

State Pollution Control Board has taken limited action under Section 

33A of the Act against the Divisional Railway Manager, Samastipur 

Division, and has imposed environmental compensation upon the 

Railways, such action has proved to be wholly inadequate and 

ineffective. Notwithstanding the said directions, untreated 

wastewater and sewage emanating from the railway premises as 

well as from the adjoining vicinity, particularly from hotels, guest 

houses and other commercial establishments operating in and 

around the Railway Station area, continue to be discharged into 

Harahi Pond. The Respondents have thus failed to ensure complete 

stoppage and diversion of polluting effluents, and have not 

exercised their statutory emergency and preventive powers under 

Sections 32 and 33A in a comprehensive and effective manner, 

thereby permitting a continuing offence punishable under Sections 

41 and 43 of the Act. Such sustained inaction and piecemeal 

enforcement squarely attract Section 48 of the Act, fixing vicarious 

liability upon the heads of the concerned government departments 

and authorities  
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R. Because the Respondents have failed to comply with the binding

directions of the Hon’ble NGT within the stipulated timelines,

rendering the judgment dated 23.03.2023 illusory and ineffective.

S. Because the Bihar State Wetland Authority and other Respondents

have failed to discharge their statutory obligations under the

Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017, despite the

ponds being notified and recognized wetlands.

T. Because the continued discharge of untreated sewage and solid

waste into Harahi, Dighi and Ganga Sagar ponds constitutes a clear

and continuing violation of Sections 24, 25 and 26 of the Water

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974.

PRAYER 

It is therefore, prayed that this Hon'ble court may be pleased to: 

I. Direct the Respondents to forthwith cease and desist from any
further illegal filling, dumping of soil, earthwork, reclamation,
construction, redevelopment, beautification or any other activity
altering the natural character, water spread area, embankments,
catchment or ecology of the three historic ponds namely Ganga
Sagar Pond, Dighi Pond and Harahi Pond situated at Darbhanga;

II. Direct the Respondents to remove all fresh encroachments, illegal
fillings, obstructions and unauthorized structures raised within or
around the said ponds and their surrounding controlled/buffer
areas, and restore the land to its original status;
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III. Direct the Respondents to implement in letter and spirit the final
judgment/order dated 23.03.2023 passed by this Hon’ble Tribunal
in O.A. No. 155/2022/EZ titled Talab Bachao Abhiyan v. Government
of Bihar & Ors., within a fixed and time-bound schedule;

IV. Pass an order/ direction thereby Constitute an independent Joint
Committee comprising representatives of Central Pollution Control
Board, Bihar State Pollution Control Board, Bihar State Wetland
Authority, District Administration Darbhanga and a reputed
wetland/ecology expert institution, to inspect the site and submit a
factual and action taken report before this Hon’ble Tribunal;

V. Direct demarcation and geo-referencing of the original boundaries,
water spread areas, feeder channels, embankments, parks,
controlled areas and buffer zones of the three ponds in accordance
with the Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017 and
applicable law;

VI. Assess and recover environmental compensation from all
persons/agencies responsible for encroachment, pollution, illegal
filling or ecological degradation of the said ponds, in accordance
with the “polluter pays” principle, and utilize the same exclusively
for restoration of the ponds;

VII. Direct the Respondent authorities to preserve the heritage character
of the said nearly 800–900 year old historic ponds and ensure that
no commercial/recreational infrastructure inconsistent with
ecological conservation is permitted therein;

VIII. Direct periodic monitoring and compliance reporting before this
Hon’ble Tribunal at such intervals as this Hon’ble Tribunal may deem
fit;
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IX. Pass any other order(s) as this Hon’ble Tribunal may deem fit and
proper in the interest of environmental justice and the protection of
the right to a healthy environment.

FILED BY: 

SWAGATA GUPTA 
D/6268/2024 

ADVOCATE FOR THE APPLICANT(S) 
51A/9 KISHANGARH, 
NEW DELHI - 110070 

SWAGATAGUPTA.00@GMAIL.COM 
+91 8013313825

DATED: 14.05.2026 
PLACE: NEW DELHI 
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IN THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 

EASTERN ZONE BENCH, KOLKATA 

O.A NO. OF 2026 

In the matter of: 
Centre for Holistic Development -CHD 

Versus 
Govt. of Bihar & Ors. 

AFFIDAVIT 

... Applicant 

. .. Respondents 

I, Sunil Kumar Aledia, 5/o Gyan Chand Aledia, aged about 44 Years, 

resident of 1D Shahpur Jat, II Floor, New Delhi, 110049 do hereby 

solemnly state and affirm as under:-

1. That I am the Applicant in the above captioned Application and I 

am authorised to institute and sign the present petition. 

2. That I have been read over the contents of the petition and 

accompanying application I have understood the contents of this 

Original Application. I further say that the contents thereof are true 

and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

te that no petition/ application have been filed before 

~ a ,c , ,_ or tribunal seeking similar relief by the Applicant. 
~n .. . 

A,:i·.n .:· , \ * 
,.. ' 

* ;~;:f~,::t ~.\:;~~ • 
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4. That the contents of the Application as well as the contents of the 

present affidavit has been read over to me in vernacular hindi and 

that I have understood the same and state the same to be true and 

correct to the best of my knowledge and beleif. 

VERIFICATION 

Verified at New Delhi, this the l f:ifwt'A fJf 202~ 2026 that the 

contents of this affidavit are true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge and belief and nothing material has been concealed there 

from. 

~~ 
DEPONENT 
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Steel Framing & Preparation to Construct RCC Structures 
in Buffer Zone of Harahi Pond by BUIDCO 

Photo Taken on 05.05.2026. 

 Photo No. 1 
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Steel Framing & Preparation to Construct RCC Structures 
in Buffer Zone of Harahi Pond by BUIDCO 

Photo Taken on 05.05.2026. 

Photo No. 2 
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Construction of RCC Bathing  Ghat in Buffer Zone 
of Harahi Pond, Photo Taken on 5.5.2026 

Harahi Pond has already 3 Old Bathing Ghats. Besides them, 
BUIDCO has plan to add 6 New Bathing Ghats in Harahi Pond . 

Photo No. 3 
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Construction of RCC Bathing  Ghat in Buffer Zone 
of Harahi Pond, Photo Taken on 5.5.2026 

Harahi Pond has already 3 Old Bathing Ghats. Besides them, 
BUIDCO has plan to add 6 New Bathing Ghats in Harahi Pond . 

Photo No. 4 
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Beautifying & Polluting at the Same Time By BUIDCO 
The following photograph reveals the extreme insensitivity and moral 
failure of BUIDCO. On one hand, BUIDCO is beautifying the pond by 
filling it with soil on a war footing; on the other, it secretly connects 
the dirty water (bathrooms, toilets, kitchens) from encroaching houses 
to Ganga Sagar pond by using PVC pipes. 

61



Beautifying & Polluting at the Same Time By BUIDCO 
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Ganga Sagar pond is being beautified by BUIDCO, while 
New illegal construction is also progressing side by side. 
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Ganga Sagar pond is being beautified by BUIDCO, while 
new illegal construction is also occurring simultaneously. 
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Poisonous water in Ganga Sagar pond is killing the fish. 
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Soil Filling By BUIDCO In Ganga Sagar 
Pond For Beautification 

The photo shows BUDCO filling the Ganga Sagar pond with 
soil. This has two major impacts: the water body's size will 
reduce, and unauthorized occupants will be legitimized. 
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Soil Filling By BUIDCO In Ganga Sagar 
Pond For Beautification 

 

The photo shows BUDCO filling the Ganga Sagar pond with 
soil. This has two major impacts: the water body's size will 
reduce, and unauthorized occupants will be legitimized. 
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Concretization Around Trunk of  Trees at Harahi Pond. 
In O.A. No. 82 of 2013, the Hon’ble NGT vide its order dated 

23.04.2013 directed that: 

(i) All the sign boards, names, advertisements, any kinds of boards or
signage, electric wires and high tension cables or other damaging
elements are removed from the tress forthwith.

(ii) The concrete surrounding the trees within one meter of the trees
are removed forthwith and due to precaution taken in future so that no
concrete or construction or repairing work is done at least  one meter
radius of the trunk of trees.

The BUIDCO has violated the above order of the Hon’ble  NGT, as is 
clear from the following 5 photographs: 

 Photo No. 1 
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Concretization Around Trunks of Several Trees 
at Harahi Pond Has Threatened Their Life. 

Photo No. 2 
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Concretization Around Trunks of Several Trees  

at Harahi Pond Has Threatened Their Life. 
Photo No. 3 
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Concretization Around Trunks of Several Trees 
at Harahi Pond Has Threatened Their Life. 

Photo No. 4 
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Concretization Around Trunks of Several Trees 
at Harahi Pond Has Threatened Their Life. 

Photo No. 5 
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Concretization Around Trunks of Several Trees  

at Harahi Pond Has Threatened Their Life. 
 

Photo No. 6 
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Annexure -..P- i 
Riaz-i-Tirhut, pub1ished in 1868, page 160 contains map (hand 

sketch) of 3 ponds with roads and garden trees/plants. 

I 

\ 
I 

I 
1 

l 
I 
I 

I i 

I 
.i I 
I I 
) i 

I l!l-

J 

I 1 
l ! 

I B:ok-ti~ed 'Riaz-i-Tlrlmt' contains map of Gangasagar, 

I 
i, 
1 

.! 

i 
f 

[ I 
I ' 

I l 
• J Digghi and Harahi ponds with Garden around them, page 

L160 

l ~ 
I r 
I I 

160 

_j i 
I 
I 

74
ANNEXURE P-2

Swagata Gupta
Stamp

Swagata Gupta
Stamp



i 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

i 
l 

Annexure 
Map prepared by Darbhanga Municipal Board (Now Corporation) for 
Beautifrcation of the 3 ponds, indicates 'Controlled Area' which means that the 
land of •contmDed area• cannot be sold & purchased. The map also indicates 
provision of 4 parks and 50 foot wide channel for linkage the ponds 
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Item No;0i 

BEFORE ,THE.NATIONAL Qm.ICN -T,RJBUN!AL 

• l~~¾:t.~:.t~~mt¥ti~~~;ti1; • 
Odgir1ilL_AppH~a:tj.9iJ N:o-JS:&.h:o_t~ult.i. . . . 

,(LA. Ni;>;2$9 /2P12fEZ\_cJ.A.:, No:.219/202~/EZ) 

Talah Baciiao Ahliiyt'll-1-(TBA) .. • .. ,. 
Applfoant(s) . . . ., .. 

(Resp on d.e:ri t(s) 

CORAM: HON'BLE:M~.-.J"QS1I~E;.B:,. ~I~ $riiAL~Iµ\~,,:JQI>~9.I4L M~M~ER 
IioN'BL:S h~i ~Rq'z :~Hnfan\ ·iXPEJ;<T: MEMBER 

For Applicant(sf +Nfr. ,Kafu.fesh'. Kum:ai;-·Mishra;.Advocate·,·(iffVirtual Mode). a/w 
• • ' • ••• • Ms.:Shivru:fr-Verfaa;,Advo.ca.ti!::(iri Virtual Mbd~). ' 

Fc;>r;Responden{(s)i-Mr .. Ashok Pt-asaa? Aq;vo-date:for -R-6. 

()R:DER: 

L Mr ... k13mfo$h· -:Kum;~- Mi~h;r~},- J~aw~P. ·. 9.'9µn,seJ. ·_g$~i.$te.4 )~y ;.Ms. 

$liiy~f\7ep;n;c;l'.;. ie,~J:!~9-. :Cg:u:i:i~~1-,fa:_pr~:;;~g( ~r.t '"V1i:tt~ai'.Mo p~f}~fr th~ 

J\ppiicanL_ 

2. T-he' prese:nt. ·O~igipal :ApRg~µ~:t,1 ·b.;as. ·ip1:re1J.: fi].eq: by Jpe A,.pplicanp 

a1Iegihg the1:-eb;i, tha,t-thre~:·ppnps"lh:i.9Yi';Q ~."'§etnga $~ax:; Plghi and • 

Ii?I"~' in J)~q_h.,~ga~ :BU~flJ". -f4:~ l:)e~I,J-g rt1c1-;o?c~heci }~~p_on an(:i jll~gal 

dumping: of:garbage art_q, sewage fo ·titldng plac;e in ~hese three 

rco119-s,.Jfi:s .state(t th~tij:_~~e wee :ponds·to~ethe:r cove.t'a fen:gth of 

\;$ kilometres· from north, to south direction· and :are ,'.present :in the 

H~t °'f"Bil'.i:<.ll' (:lt~te Wetland ·IDcvelqpfrtent:'Aufuority and:-therefore, in 

ii}y cii.s_e.;, needs to. be;, pfoteded:dn.,. tne:::Da:rbhaJ1_g~ District of the­

~thila .Region ofBihar.. 

3-. PhofograpM,tI-ia:ve::be'en ·'file&to shotv ·errci:oachnient m·the ·-pond (at 

_ page 13 of lliif O:ri_gihal ~~p1i'catioriJ arid also sho,vinfdumpinj(of 

solid wasfe.ihcluding :ar.dmf;i:l car'ca~es (it-15ag¢ 15 ·ofthe:'_Oiigina! 

•• •- •• - _.__.,., ••• • • • • ••••• • .-- • ., •• •••-• • r •• -~ • •••••• "'"•"• • • ,. •"'•• "'•'" •••••., .,•-.••• ••• .., •• --•••-•• • • •••••••• •••• • -•-e- • • •••••• • • • • • • •- • • -" "'•-••••• ..- ... --•--• ,.,., •••-•• ••-• -•-• 
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4. The' a.Jleg,ation further· is :that thrciu~h 'an: :o~en, draln,i :sewage is 

being dr"airiecl into .the Dighi :pond- from :th'¢; D~bh:ru.:ig~ Raiiwa:y 

Junction- iii respect;,of which a com~i~nt Wa'S: aj,~o _i;nad:~ by .i.\,fr. 

Shiv • Kumar MisbJ;~,- the tread 'of !:he. .C4W,d:r:aciha:r'i Museum 

through a lettei'. No,22/2022 dated 12:O2:~d:22 t<isthe :t>atbha;nga 

Railway Station. Photogr13.phs:have·O:b¢en: fil¢i:l·lfit 'page i7 to that 

effect-. Phofogr.aphs.,hav.e al:so heen.f1l¢.d icl±:pa,g,e/Hfan..~.Jg j;Q ,sliow 
:.·. . . ..,.,. 

5. 

6. 

·Pond. 

ls:sue • notice: to the R.espor:ide11ts; ,r_etUI)'.la~le-cw:1J:4ip.fo.t,1r VJeek::i. 

7. We d,irect·the respondents to file th~ir Pf!II.'~~:;;~ 99,u,n~~ .µ'fl,dayits 

J9.._ tµ¢ ,_aHe~,;.i,.t;ion.~1II1;?-d~i ip._t:b:t;: :QtjgiI1;aj,'.6RP.P,c~,#9-~;-: 

8. :¢.pr;.sideiing. tl:te aU~g?3,ti9n.s :m,,1a4i:? ~lit. ;i,t1, 91.!! ?,;1:rop,?i ,4P1:i1ip.3.{!:0n, 

.W.~ ~eeII1,.'.it w,prop~(~t(! . .i;,O co1:1~#t'Llfe ~ :Cpn:i,_~Jfj:~-~ .. ~9.Wfif-Lsj9f{ ()fthe 

following Me,;nb~:r:s;"-

1. , Distrig Magi$tra.±<?i J?~fb~cµ-ig~ or ):ii~ -iepresertfative not 

below the rartk of Addi1;ipmil District ·Mf,lgi;:;tr~~JAPM). 

ii. Mu;nitjpal -Co.I,llm.ission,er; i:Darbhanga Municipal .Corporation 

or a Senior: representative, l3. z:na;v be 8:PP.oitit~g, J>y him,)_,in this 

regard; 

iii. · Senior Scientj.st, ':.Bihar $t?,te Pollt1.tion ct9ntre>i: l3ocµ:d,'. 

iv; Divisional , Railway Manager; Sam.astipur Divisi0.n:;,0r a/S¢nior 

R~presentativ~ ~maybe appoiµt~4 l:>yJi:i:irij µ:i,.tjii;,:.-;reg~<::t: 

v. Bihar State Wetland Authotity throu~h:'its'."Meinber Secretary 

or ct $:enior. r~presentative as ll'HlY ~e 'TI..o~in,~t~d PY ,9J~·1, ip 

thisfe¢ard. 

2 
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The Distdct.Mawstrate,.;i'.D~bhan:ga:-ishajl be the Nodal Body 

for all-JogisticVpurpos¢s;= The '.Bil;ia:r State, Polh.J.t{t:>:n Con"-troi 

Boar.cl -shcll:file: thf;''R~tort.'◊f -ehe ·Commihe~ on af_q~~vit. 

9. ·we ~alsd di:f..ect' :thtf Ap_:pi:ic?rtt.- t¢· :fin.plead .Biltar- State. W~tlans;i 

. Aitthofity; throµ_gii 'its ·,M~ni:k~t: i$~~~t~,- :PaJn,~, . in tfre ·-an:;ey ·:of 

Respondents._E1-1tiResp9nd¢~1tN:Cl;. t~. 
-~~ : 

10,, Mr~ Ashcik Pi1'fsi!:!.d.-i.$'ptes,ept;oµ, ~eha.lfl>f ~~spo_n~ent No'.6,, Ministry 

of jai_ Shciktt .L~tJ~.i$ ,:fihr·<;:9µnt~r·,aifid1:1-vit-"'1ti1i1;1 ·f'our· w:~¢l~s. _ 

Mt .. Kamlesh.;· Jiu;maj'. ;~J$~;i,:a; ,l~?J;n:e.4- ¢.o_µn,s~l Jor th_e 4ppli9an;t 

shaj( se:tV~--<l~cgpyf~·o(t ¢!?P.Y ~i~-~/qi-fgi!).~ APP!iq~tiq11,·--~long v.-itli -~ . ., 

all it:s ?l!l,Il~'---µr-¢.s -~p9ti, .. P.,1r-1 j\sh,_9)fJ~j~:3.\;J-d, i.11,.~t; f9.u1cs~_9ftt1e (:iay. 

i~, cine the -m.;~aq.tj,rp,e,_ :w~ ,4i,r~st: 14.?t ~~r~: -.~h~ }?~ fei,. ?.tel.¥ _911. ~ 

c::_ons41,t 9tj:_o,n ai;ltj'vj#~-~ '15y,W;?-Y-(:lf:~TTo/913,Gli.W._~p;t. (?_ti, J~e-th:f~~ _poii_@­

hr;"qu~~ti~µ, _ 

:;;.;-..·-:·-:•~t.,.._:t;..;;1.:~:o.;..::.:_.'f' ••.¥•.,;, •£~~ f<~. ~--~:.~,l 

l3 ,;-Amit St~alekai:, JM 

December 08; 2022· 
Original Applicatioi1 No, 1_55/:?022i_Ei 
lI°.A. No:239/2022/EZ,-}A. ·Noi24'0/2'o22/EZf 
SKB • 

Dx,--Afroz -Alunad, _EM 

~-

! ~~~J/ 
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Item No.02 

BEFORE T:aE NATIOii:A:L.· Gl�EEl'f'',l\RmUN:liL 

• .,Tl!:�E���ffi!m.ll,ii�f�tt�r -
ORIGINAL APPLICA'l'lON NQ.155:/2'022/EZ 

(I.A. No. 239/2022/EZ'& 1;A,,,No. :�4.O/2O22lEZt 

'IN'THE·MATTER-;OF: 

TALAB BACHAO. ABHIYAN ('.!'BA:}, 
'Through its Convenor Na±aya:rtJef Choudhazy. 
C/o Mhlthili·Sahity· a.Praisiiad :Professdr·,aoion.y.·

. . . 
.· �.... . ' 

. . :-: ,.: �
Dighi.West, Near Prima:ryBchci[)l 
Darbhanga-:846004 ....... Appli�ant(s) 

I • �:, • 

I. q�v�rnment of Bihar�.
·through: its Chief Secr¢taty,
Main S�cretariate.

• 

i;J./b�sh&tna ¢arg, Pat��,
.Bjp.ru.,�8.P.0001

.Vetslii:s 

2�- District Magistrate,.: mirb'Iianga,.Distri�t; . 
. Gollectorate; Dar.bhang:a, '.. '· 
B'ihw-::.·g4e;-061 •• ,.. • 

·3f . . ��Ylt<>*merit{ Foresba.nd Climate.,:Cha�� DepartmeritJ
Govf: of'Bihar-;:Patnai • �

• •
Through its Pri1icipal Secretary' 
J4G8+G.WG, Van. Vibh� Rd, Nehrt.i.:'Nagar,
P�tlip.ub:a Colony

1 
Patna; • • 

Bihar-,-800013 • ,. 
4 •. ·Urban -Development and. Housing.Department,.

Government of Bihar,Patna, 
• • •

Through its Principal Secretary; 
:Ht<Ei'loor, Vikas Bhawari, New· Se.cr:etariat, 
-Patna.:..800015

5 •. D:arbhanga MunicipaliCo'i'por�U��, 
'.'.:thr611@: its M unlqipc)l .. §omm1�$it;>ri.e,f., 
·I,}�J:,hartga:JVJ�nitjpal G_or.pqra#o�,Offic�,
Mfrzapu:r,·tai Bagi{ balbhanM,
.Bihar�846004 ' '' • 

-�. ·. M�tty of J�t $h_akt�,
·'.I'fi,i:.oµ:gl± its se_6i;�l8.fY,

·����t�f1&�t,�4 ,Mw:t Ai�i,
', . ,:, ......... .. ,.. ·' .,. 

'7:_ .• ::���ittji' of Eiim,o�me·rit, ·Fo:t'est'. a:hd 'Climate dhange, 
:'.ry:(t�i).gp:'.its· Sec:r�truy;,._ .. 

'trictfra··p.arya..varat1':Bh'a.wiin,·
,Jor-,.Bajh· Ro.adi, 
New.:,:Ddhi-1 lQCl03·;, ·

•• - • ••J•• • ·····- . ··••· . - • •  -·-· · . . . ....... ··-····· ... ., __ . . .... .. ····-�- . . . .. .... -· ,.- ...... . . . .,. .... - -···· ........... - • •• '..., ___ .• . -··-· ...... .  ·- ..... . , -- --- • ·-· ..... .. - • ·- . . ......... .,. _____ .. _., 
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8_. ;_�f�#: $tate Pollutio:ri conb:ol Board, 
f�iy��p:·.l?hawffii{f?ttha Mall Rod; Patliputr.a Iiidu�trial Afe�
pi��,:P�t:n:a; Bihat-sooo10_, • • • 

?. � :'$t¥t!a) -���iio:t1me,rit Imp:act Assessment Authority:� :Sihar,f
Thto'l,lgl;i. Meniber,Secretaiy, • ••
i2i'i�:Flo'iir, Beltron; 
.'1:laldev.,Bhawan-,Rd, 
'.Shastri '.Nagai 
'Pahia:

1 
:Bihfu-,..80023 

10/Mmisti f of Railways, . .. 
Tnroii�i its Chaifrnki andCh'ief'ExecutiVe-O.f'ficer:, 'Railwt'ly;
'B6ard,-'256-A, Raisina Roa:d, Ce?itral SecretariaJ,.,J'.'l'eW.l)ellif.,;tt00O-i, 

11.: I>ivision�l ·rutilyra.y M�nager, 
'S'am:a.stipur Division; 
. E,ii:st: 'Cetitt� Rcl,ilw:a;y, 
• Raihvay Colony,_: Satnastipur'
Bihar.:.·848101. •. . . 

). 

-i2;Biliar Sta:te·W�tlan_d Authority,
• Thtou@.i its':lviember Secretary_;

i'3)J>ii:e¢torah� 9f Fished�, 
·
'.:t!��::�l?�ici::���µi:,ces-Dep#,tm:ent,.

j�n\f:Ftoor, •t:ikas.Bhaw�, :B.ailey Rqac1,
:·Ii$w.;ct-�9{mts·,. •• 

D��.0£J1��ing� 2�f_03.202.3 

·, 

.coRAM:, aowBLE.MR. JusTicE :s. Al\-frr s_THALEKAR;.Jtinic1At.MEMBER• • • •• •• • �oN�BLE PROF .. A. sENTli1i;; w£; EffeERi:l\1:��1i�ii • • • .. • , • • -·

For 4pplicarit(s) :.-Mr. Kamlesh.KumarMishr.�1 
Adv..(itFV.irtualMoci.el

Fot Responde�t{s): Mr. Su:rehdra Kumar, Adv;Jor R-i t�:--4, • 
Mr, Ghanshyam Pandey,.Adv.fot R':5 (ihVittual:Mode)., 
Mr. Ashok Prasad, Adv. for R�6,1Q·& 11 (inVii·tua(M6de)', 
Ms .. Rashhmi- Singhee, Adv.• for R�7 (ii:l Virtti:a.i M.o4e)�- . ·, 

•
• 

_Ms, Amr.it� Pc!ildey; .\'chr.Jor·R..:8 &J2.(µtVirtuaLrvi\>del,
Ms. Ana.tr1ika''.Pandey, Adv. for•R::.9 (iri Virtual':Mode): •••

.. � 

l, . ·'1/:�•.hEi.ve .. heard the lea.tried Counselfor·the ,parties·.and .. perused.:the

?·d'6ctiril erits/on:recor'd. 

2. The .J.'.>rMerit Ori�nal t};i;,pli6af
.
ion.has ·been .filed �y the A�pli'caht;,

·:atle'gi�g ther.cin·that:thtee porids.knp:w;n .a:s 'Garig1:li:Sl:!,gar'; -:bighi:Md

'2 

'-----' 
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~taied: ·th~t th..~~¢ ih;f,ee :#dads fogellier, ~cov-er .i:L leh~£h or 1.s 

_kilom¢tei~ f~om north th south-. directio11:,.'arid-afejfresent in .the-list 

pf-Bfi:).c!l:' StateWetland:Develqpment .. Authorlty.'·arid(thei:.efor.e,::these 

p<tn4s need to· be:~rotected in= the,_-Datbliari;&a:-Dfsti1"ct:of .the M.ithila 

Region~ cl:Hhai:. 

3. Photo~aphs have· been, file& to show;~p:cr9~durt:i':h:t:in,·tl~e:pond (at. 

page 13 ·of the Ofigiria:J. Appli~onj 'and ·i:iJ.~o-,show-irig·-ciumping, of 

solid. waste 'including J1.nmrai ~casse;.;<~at-JS~e;;: ·i'.S: ci the 'brigfuai 

Application).-

-4. The all6g?tiori. furtliet .is: tha,t t;l1.r.o~$h- ::all', :~J)~IJ. r<lt~- ,-i;;~wage. i~ 

'b~ing-'draiheil -,futo the ·Pighi PQ:i;i~ .ftotiJ.-i-~¢; -fi.~i£hJ:li.lgi:_i..'Ra:ii~y .-.. ·. 

Juncti'on: in.respect Jf whi9h =~- :cqm,:i;dajp,t w.~ ¢$(> --~-il~e/~y Mi\ .. ~ -~ 

:Shiv Kumar· ,Mfshta • the '-Head 6f: ?the- ":t!ha1frtradiiart Museum ... , .. .... •'• .... ···- ....... , .. -.· -..... ·-- . .. . . . . ., 

-Railway .Station. Photogr~phs .. hav.e: 1'-e~n iile4. at ··pc!ge: J7 ·t_o that 

-e.Cfect. P4otogi-:apl1s J1ave: i:USO }leepJii"~<l: -:1;1,t p~!!, i~fantj: . .i$ _to sh.ow 

the_ sewage and ofuer.·garbage befog duII1p~.d: in: the Ganga Sagar 

P<,md. 

Considering ~he c:tll_egc;tio~§ .rn.-ade 9.llt ·it:l @.~ -Ot}i.in~. Jipplipa#9:n:; 

The frib;.mal COf1:St.{~ted,,a. 0~1.11¥,litte~ ~PIQ,P#l:lipg, i?f )l'f¢.:Jollow:ipg; 

'iv.iemb.ers:-

-1, w.tr;ict /,{Q.gi$p-c//e? Parpruiiiga, ·_9f- fi'is·~j/te~erf,tdt:j};f#:_719t _beloiJJ 

: the ·rd.nk- of-Additional District ·!Y[agistrat~"(ADM); 

ii. ¥1.f.fuqipal, :Gq~$sioriefi Daf/?hii~fi Munil;f ,.pal -Cor/ardtion or 

·a Senior· rep~ser,.tative; ·as-, m9-y ~ ,CI,ppoitited-:J;i!l_. ,him ,ii;t ·this 

:r.esp.r4;· 

s 

• ••,. •-••• ... • •· ....... •,• • •· •• • .. rt-•!.,-.:----•• •. -.••·•~·., .,.--- ••. • .•. ._. _ ~• -:• •••••••• • •• •. • _ ~• •• •·- _ • -•~-• • ·••-•• ... --•• • .,. ___ •• •• . _ • • _ -• ._ -•-• •• 
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iii.. Sen.1.or.Scienti.st, Bihar,sfote Fotlutioh bon:trol Board~-
• . . . • . . . ., , ... ' ' . _, ·- . : ... · .. , .. ~ . ... . ... •·'•·•·:• - ,.-. 

iv. Divisional: Railway Mgn~ge.f, S.C!T(L!l§f,ipt,J,r-: pjv.i$iph. i:i(:¢. Sen}Qr 

Representative as m.ay :be appoiii,'f,~q; =by_ hirri.·Jn._ Jqf~: regard/ 

and 

v. Bi.har State Wetland Au*ority·th:r.,ough its lv.[erh,ber"$¢c_retary or 

a Senfo1· representative as may ·be fi.drriiriqleq: qy ,hirij, in this 

regarq._ 

6. The Di.strict Magistrate, Da.tbhanga 'i.vas directed to :be, the N oaal 

?ody for ·all logistic purposes. The Bihai', State Polliltion-:Corifrol 

Board was directed to file the Reij,or.t ofthe::C<frnriiittee·.on;affidavit 

·7. Iii the-meantime, the Tribu:rial'directed'tlfattliere shalllfo a stay ort 

all construction activities by way :of .encroachment :.on,, the three_ 

ponds in question. 
~ • # 

:8, The Ivli:histty· of:jal,:Shakti~ iB:e~dn;dent ijcj;q;.:~ha,s riieci Jts:,cofuitei'.;·, 

affidavit dated os~.61.2023.:'. .i~tatin_~ =th:eriirt tl).at =the _:pqncis iii 

question are,:not uichided m the ]i$t ~f: $utfa¢¢-'.Mmor;- 'ird~atib'n 

• (SM!) artd Repair, Renovation and R¢_sfo:ratfon Qf:Water--Bbdies.(RRR 

of WB) 'Projects 'for State of ~ihar und~r the Centriii Fiu:i;ding Jor 

implementation of Pradh0,11 Mantri Knshi:'Sincha_yee Yojana - Har 

Khet Ko Pani (PMKSY~HKKP) which is a Centrally Sponsored 

Scheme· of.the riiiinistry of ..r~ Shajrt,i; 

Bihar, Respondent No,:$;), .. has fil~d. i,ts coµnt~r_,,,affiijavit dat~4 

03. 02 .2.023, .:s.tatjng th~rein th;;it :tfie ,;:pntro_yerl:!y;~ ji1~~.pr~s~nt: q:1.s~ 

docs not fa1'!,withfo. the q.om:,nn off3Eii.\A-

io. Acounter-:af:tidavit-daied.08.,02;2{)2'3 has been fii'ed· .. om:hehaif of the 

B.esp9r1q_eri.~ No,3, & t2,. En:yir9n~eI?:t,, Fore,sts anq Cµt,n~te :c4apge 

l)epartmept; Government :of Bihar; and Bihar State Wetland. 
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e 

A~thorit_y; .r~sp~c,i;.iy!;qi' itfl#;ig: th~r-¢.i:U that· -~e p\j),t~ • i~ .qu~s#9n,, 

namely; P_ig'.i\i;. fl¥~ c'!.PA' ·:q.~g~ . $'~ar '19~~~d- "t_n :0cJI-Phan.ga 

Distdct of "13ihar .-are nof ri;9;tiµ~_4 as·'Wetlaii,i:ls"- i.ttj.der-iflie ·\v~tl,and 
·,•···. ·,:• •,• ...... , .1·,·•·' ........ , . ..,,,, .• ·-!· •.. ,., ...... ,•· .•.•• , .. , •... , .. 

( Gqnse_rvotfio_;1 •.kic'f ~?ri.~gix:ri¢.ii t) J~y~e.i; 20 I;. 

n. Jl;ie_ Gi?-.pim,.iLt~¢- c:op.~bJu..ted b.Y th'e, Ti:'i~tinEll lta_s-~tj.bzjiitted it~ repqrt 

dated -: .:•. -.· 

"Ii,spe,:i#c>ir. t.,tpJirf;. '.of the C~n#mtte:e co:tistit,,t,te.d ·~y t1Xe 
,J:tor~ibZe Nati.ofiiil tke~rt- 'Tf.i¥nal -'{NG.Tj,_ .Ed.stern. Zone 
·13e:fiq_1z; ,,to1~,a;t4. -:in O~,, N~.i,S5/2022/E$ for -the tliree 

p~:7lds,~~~~#ii.~.1?.~f#1¥.t~-q_,ic!hij}i>~r~ii~r9JP 

n~afled O.'l?..$ii.fi1Ji.tfqrrs:J;Jjd~· c,omm-ttt~e With. "rF;!_spe¢tJo ea.t1'J. of 

•the'f!dn'd.is.Jpd~hbelaw:~-

:.:1~. ~q,tm: P.ifrtd;. ,~~P.t¢~,: ,w G..P:$ itJ¢.o;ti9.'(.I.. 2,~ iJ~$.B$,; 
ss; 9.0.S:420, H.:1;1.fti.j_ pon.d)s.·:iiq.·Jb,ig:~a. 't(jfa.Z: 4rea.':o/$q,.70· a_ctes: . .,, . . ·; 

It-.. ieceives;..wiis'te:·waterjtom lJ8 drain.s .. excluding 'one drain. .. ,.. : ' 

iacaied': ,at isPS :1oca.n6ii 26.'1stSB"i5; as:9oi5.s1e: ·near. 
'c'fia_r,_dip,r/1j[a,ij.:~-fi:a1a.iJ_'d. whtch"tilas Jou.nil. df(J.- ·the di-itdils 

o,t<i.mifg,_·@~¢.~ri#iffetf:t'hi+raf,t,o,W~- are its;fcllqw$:+ 

a.F- Dr.a.in fro1frDat.'hiianga 1:Rp,i1way Station:.It." ~eceives 
.. . '• '• 

'•wiiste wiitef Jtom Darbhang_ci. -Rai1wa:.y· Sta:tii:m'[ 

pli:itform-.a.n.d circulatory area· of railway station .an.d 

alsd:frdm.<wa.td no; 12:(P) ·e:; 16 of:Darbhi:rn.9.;ci.-:Munidpb.l 

• dorjipr,i/fio_ri.: ared1 .-it_J9.ins:_;!ffarai fao1i<;l · ¢it Gp$· loc9-tion:: 

~$_, 1,:;rt.5-$"$.;, .-s1J1_al$,t<'i5.:; . ~9fi?J • _VJ.astir. .w~re- .1g1,mfJ. 
. 4~,v.ipe14, ,,ip; q,y;1, .rfr:9,vn.i'( J~ ,r,9-I!W9:Y f_tCftit?It. dr.c.iif! . 
. S.qrri,p_l~ 9.1}:lrg,'jn wa,Jer UJ..fJ.S c;oll¢c;_tedforaria.lysis; 

b)' D~ih Tie·a;.- • ;Aka$hwani ·-RoadiB'aku~itae$hiya 

.. ~]fa;pqrz: 'Tfi!'s ;drain' -is. j.6/nin:g Hci,ro.z pp~icl_ ,at f,:P$ 

. lo.ca,#.on. 2(? .. !p7,5$_3, ,B.5.}~03_n7. Jt r.¢cef~es w,q.ste 

·wiiter /iom ivar4 fi.=q.,1~· (P.) :& ·.other -,w.ar.d$; ?I 
!5clrbniiii:¢[ii 'Miin'icipdt C:or:pordtion died. Sample 6J 

·dfain·,wa"ter. ivat5.colleiiteafor analysis.,, 

91 .prt1/~-:~~fr:f::(;aw. co1lege/ Thi-$ _c1rainJoin$ t~jJond r:i:t: 
cif._S ,location_:, 24.:1542$,3; ·ss. 9037"so: "it receiil.e$ waste ..... ·.• .. -••'• .... , . .: . . .· . 

5 

.and 

-- ... - --· -· - ·-- .... -- -·- •• - ·- -· -- .. -· --- ....... - .... ,.;.•,- •• ---- ....... - ...... _ ... ____ .-. - .... ----· .... ----· -- --- ....... .r,... - -~--- - - --- • --~-- ...... ---- _._ .. ------ - --- .... - •• :-.• __ 
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:waief /rOm 'Mrd'· nb.i1~(F).: &: 19 (P.). :·of Darbnan;gdi 

.i11z.in.icip"i:.il. ·Cor.poration ·a.:;.ett; Solid· waste was :found. 

dit'(npedin.?rif.-:sqt4((;;W?.~t :of'~he:-jfo'iid,. Sainpk. oJ-ard'in 

:-µ,r:,.t'1r.wg~ ~ot/E!9.tetlf9~ 9nµ(!iSJ$~. 
rjiear;'$C1.nlca.t:i.ioqf11;m 1,j'im_uman: .Mandi"r, no drain - .... ···.'·· ., ................. , .... , ... •. ··:.,- ,; .. , .. -... . .. 

:,:rpq.~ 1bs~rv~i:lj $0: ii 'm'!iY :i?"~- cpn~~¢reF1 q-5: 
't~firesentc.t.tiv¢, :~g,mpr?,-, of-fhe_·,.pp_n.d_i _4 ;samplfj_: was 

:c¢ll~cW1:4t:'fl!!tilow;ti61J;:/J;R.~J$ciS;J9,.,'$$/99..'39.04:, 
in· addition. ··to. J1;bQpe··:a,.,Zmk :Oh?irinei -bef:L!!eer; 

,:fiarai and:: :-Di~J:if. w'cis oa.ser:iJM. It :is. loco:ted ·a,t 

:26.153.58£!,. :8.5i9U524,3; 1J:ie ·.ccbiat was, f_oond fi11ed·­

/:riiith solic't·wa&tii" obstnictin/i the: J.ree/jldii/ of 'water 

• p~i~ee,ii tlu?,W'ttp9~dsi 

-~, :R~f!~t 9-I ffMP..f P--~~r:l :#, .19-~~te<!-..; ft Gf§ . 

. 2_.~.15:'(~i§,,. ?,§. ~9$f:ff,,_ .')~~~~ff t<t .#::~ne~~ 9u"0-#.1;Zn,4; 
Jina.ily ;pi~~tir.tg • ,uiip_~- .K'a71tt~ ._."fe,fi;~,;, . _qri?!_f1'J,q:ffftg.-jro7A 

-?{epa(at q,d_1$Jl!,.ti~ 'ofgppµt, 1[!?:rf.m .. 
fen_crqa'¢nm.~,;i,t.s ·we.re. ·.P1¼.~t:Vi#.4 Jotµa_i_d.s. ·_soy,tfi, 

arid pa.rt °6J E¢.s~m--~¢ o:ft'h.¢.,j'J.C1h:d- 'lt'@cis~:obseroed. 
• that OJ/11,aca: ··1.iiiu~~: .h¢.:v¢ ib.~¢n.. "c9M.tmcted jjiJ; #~ 
• erlcro'i:i-dhers iaii.diate -1:iemq··ust!!diJ;ot;remdentiaJ·and/ 6.t 

com.rherciat-_put;11dse$; 

2. Dighi ·Po-rid:· Dign:i :Porir.i d$ Joca:tecl·-a.t -qps: 2($.1'48890,,­

ss. 905585 near .iJa.tb'biirigci Railwi:J.y ."$tatiori:}it:-JJa.rbhari9,ci. 

its irefa· is: about ,:s3.69i'<icres~-1t-feceives foccitis· whteffro'iti 

ward no.1o;o "i'I/ i:"'i;-18, i9j2012'i;q6 qnl:i t:ict.rt ,d} :t"h.e 

Da-i-biranga Railway:$faiw_rJ-i It's- o;i#lef pii${Seift}'ir.oiighponcfr • 

and Chaprar Ghi:t~ g,nd u[f:ima~?Y •-71'!-,eets, with t"l:Je faml.a 

tzver'. 

Thi$ _po_n.d:· is (1,'r,a;fn;~rJ,\1;7;rrough ~L4r«1n~ 0.."f!:(f,~r;~(?d, 

Jrr;im_.-Sq-µth _to North. :T.he;;outl¢"·'pf f'fie ·pon_d'iis :I<>.~t¢ci at. 
Soiith~E • • co • e ~: The • lti{i<: chann.~i i:ietiiJeen f-Iara.'t·. and . . .ast m r.:. . , . .. ___ .. . . .. . . . ... . . . . . . 
iJighi pond was ftii.md filled -with. $dlfd waste. and· sor'l etc. 

Si:ilid waste· Uid$ lilsd:::dbs.efved.: ii(the link channel'-be:tween 

Di9.hi ·and· Gang_a -Sd_gar:Ponds; 

Catchment ate.a. #JDig_hijjdnd is wafd:no:10, it{i 7il $·:(PJ 

i9(l'i. ~01 21_, 26 :.of:trie ~r~114._r:1i/1, '¥µ,riiPP4I ·¢1tJ?.9#~iJ 
area and.part of fhe Darbhanga· fca1lway :Station, "Th.e)ieta# 

¢/ t.~.,4rain{;; 111~eti_~J;JigT1,fp1nct a~ m¢:#orr~c'f~~t9ip;0 
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j 

a) Di:&.'in at' Chr:i.ndradhaii Muieii'm: This drain passes 

through the. museum (GPS location: 26:152212, 

:8,5;90}5}Jf$~/, Ji,; rec~ives waste. water from wa·rd no. 18 

,(PJ; j'.~: iP) ·of i5ar/,}li1,TJ.ga Munimpal Corporation area 
_,.. • ·-·· • •• •• • t. • • 

. and. ihe .batbJianga i~dilway Station (P). Water 
•.•• ,: •• •.• •• • • ••• I 

. hyfl,ctnth UJCi~ itpe,rejopn4·at the confluence o /.the drain 

,i:!n\i {(te,.P.fti/y:p,d/1-4 iqJ»q,rd I:!Q.rJ:b,-Eas.t comer, $arr,.ple 

:afq.t:/iifriir?itet-Juas cqiieat:ecif or·anaiysls. 

P). :shastri Chcr1~k.,1Jr.a.i~: Thi~ d.r.ctiri drosses the Shastr:i 

':Clib'wk·:and:meets 'with Digbi,P¢nd. Drain sample Was 

.collectea/dt 't:N?S 1oditiofi. i2.6.1..52.942, 85.SJ05292. Its 

·d;#c'h.711.ent, cireo:s are ward: i'fo;~l8 {P) & 19 (P) of 
]]?arqf;ip/rt_(ja 1ifii/irdipal. C6rj>oration· dreb,. Solid wastes 

)ty~re ci.Jso J~HlJ.d qt:)/tnf!?d'}1 inid~aroii.nd' this rciin. 

c} .P~/11 µiicr,r.!Jro/i{s~~r ·:co lo.ny: T:his drain Jpin,s with 

. Dfghi if:ond an,d' its' cqtch,ment area is ward no. I 8 (PJ. 

)Jt,a.f]j. wa-fft.t· ,sa:n:i:pte• i;pcis cdJlec_ted at 26 . .i§QB..56, 

: B.5;9.QS~(S .. [?,, 

a) . Ptai~ .Ne.tt;,: G,e,¢@ :7.3./1g*dn:· i;Ms . drai~ Join:~ :wfth 

,Ii:i_g'fu,,P.ofi:d; J:ts,:,ca,t¢~t:i@: µ'rE!a,Js·'Wifrd Nq.JS (f) d[ 

. Ddrbriaiigh Mil.riidpiit'Coipbfritioii ··arei:i. Drain sample . .. '.'..-:· ·.· 

;,;pj}.ifr;dllectea: at26:=14869.~ J3&90354B: 

I'!} Ii,-aJn. i¢ei:tr,·)i'iilk1.ia:';$h.ah •Saila~i Dc:irgah '{White 

liou~e):: 'rfii.s iJ.r.ain.Jo_ihs iviih iiighi Pond, its catcnnJent 

:ar~q,i~:'-tV:~r4iA.rqilQ (l'j,' 'J,1:(PJ, :ir(PJ, ).8 (I'), 20 (PJ, 21 . 

. (Pj:1$';2_6{PJ t,,.f.Ifarp/:ipJ;i.gq 1\'[unic,ipa! ·Cqrpqra~ion q,rea.., 

Drain wct:tr:;r • sampfr~ zya.s tal,;f,,n. at. GPS location. 

26:146092; 85.903205. 

Wate·r ,samp{~.jrom .the outlet of Dighi Pond was 

dlso 'collected.'dt.GPS{dcation 26,145532, 85.906893. 

Encroachments were observed towards North­

West' Wes_t,. south and f;a:if tif East sidii of the Dig hi 

,pond: Piicf:r1· hi>u'i:es ·ahi maiit;J and 1:iefng used for. 
• reiide~tf.q:Z d:ti.d/qr .c~ip.mlirciq1pit_,;pos,es. 

a~ Ga.~ga ~p;gan Ji{)~d: <;p,72.ga. $q:{Jan.pond is· locatecl ~t • OPS 

tocqtion i.~/140j'9i5, :s'$.i905$69.: toµ;q.rds South of Dighi. 

pond. I'r.S:areal&; .. 1,4;fi,¥.a.c.r_es;,}t,rec11ve$ waste wc,iterRom 

waid. No.36,27 :ft 2.s: cthr.ough, § :drd.fns, 'of Da;tbhanga 

Muidcipal.Coi]J'qtatiM q.'rect; It:fi d}s(ie,xten.dedJrom South t¢ 

Noith0 A link dr-ai'rf. tua.s :o_bseroed. betuJMn Gatt?)a Baga:r 

.7' 

.-- -·- ··-···· ... - ---·-· ~---. --- ••• .,_ ·- --- -- •• --·· • ·- • - • - -- - ••• - -- ........... - -·-=---=- , .... _ _. -- ·- . ---·-· - -· ·-. -· ---
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,pqnd,o:nd.,D1f}_rn'j:>6nd)It:'is the.outlet ii[ Ganga SiigarponcL 

the d,#aiJ.qJ-4fdiris-:aie -mehtidned blitow::~ 

.aj pr~#.n.. ~er+r-· ~a~, <!.ci:n°1ci/btr;i~4.eo. ~a-~4ir: ._this 
;-cl._r.aiii, Jp_in_s,, with: Qa.,rz:h!a; • $agp.r- :P<>,rul. -iq1pa_riis Nqrtli, 

:west·C<?.tne.r,.its''(U1.t¢hrnen.t _:are.ff. .is'Tpa.rff. ~o:26 ·fi! 16 oj 
:,Pairph,dnga . Municipdl Corpo:ratlon .ar/pa,. ~ drain 
'tlititer ~a_m.ple Wi:is · coli~cte.cf: :at OGPS iocation. 

2fi,1-43;'S,32, -8$. 9039;81: 

b) D1:ctfa necir ;llffar,wari. .. Colfoge: This dram joins with 

-·Gd.nga Sagar,Potid,[rom the Westem.,side: of the pond. 

Jts·.ddtchmerit area is ward no.26'_(P.}; 2,7.(P); ·28 (P) ·.of 

Da.ri,_b,a.r.wa·· ¥u.fiiC.ipdZ t:orj:ior~tii:!n, cii:!:!a: _tlie drain 

'.:w9:ter ~aTfl.p/e ?W.$ colli3cfecf ·.at ·GP.p' ·location 

'·~!5,; J..¥l-!J.t36g 8.5, 9f/35,4:~; 
c) )i.~ifL :near ira.1(.ji,r~n~: Thjs. d,:ain joi"iw. i¢th fianga 

_Sp.gar-pond_ tow<;ir4'tye,st; ii:s:catchm.,ent area is part of 

-:ward:;nQ.26 (f), 27--(J?Jet;,28 {Pj <>[Dq.rbhan;ga, llfuriicipai . ·,.. .-·. •. . ·.·. 

'.Oot.fioratiorr:: .area,. ·.The sample was c6.l'kete4. ·at ap_s 

Jciiia'tii:iii-~6. 14_0714;.. ss: 903723 .. 

-tner¢ is a: Altilp,atti ;011at ii.i: acin.gd Safia.i. ItJs a 

•-dern~t.ed; .gJ:iai ·and c"wen iieve7.qpe.d .,.bift'.. _poorry 

;rJ'!-c;ii~ta,inJ~4 TJik:re- is no drii,frl; ,f.¢~ ~ear-by. _.tl 

:'f(;lpr~s.~ta:~iv.~ ~qmp!(;l of tb,e t1p,ryg°',.:s,y:;crr pqicJ- ;vas 

p1tteqtec1 at ;t~s- ,$r+.e ai Gf.S lo<;atiqn, J26;1.!I0(J.14, 

s:$: 9]jfJ?p5. 
Etfctoc¢hnf,en;is·wete observed_ t,n,va_.tcli;, North-East, 

W:est ai,,d Sau.th qf the Ganga $agar la(ce, Pu.cca 

houses .are co·nstructed and bemg used f OT residential 

and/.or commercialpurposes. 

The two. link,. chan.n.eis wer.e' mdde between.. these 

ttitee p6ru1s to Tfi.'i1.ir.itain. natural-wafor;(loiv as per the 

-n.¢,'tura.l gradient .. 

4 . . Analysis results o.f water samples of the drains & 

Porfrlst'' Drciin and pond sa:inples 'were aitaly:;;ed at the 

c~ii._trqt''/:Apotcitorjj of ·Bi,nai Stczte :Pollution Control board, 

Patna; 
l;l.} 'if.~r.qf P~n<;l: ·thf!! )lnc,Jys~s T,f:P,OTt-;$ pf <i.,;a.}ns of 

ffara.1 pond -#iows. that BOD. of i~- drain, -wp:ter 

S/;l-tnple rgp.ge_d,'between 3Q:..f5s· rr,:g/Dw_hich\s, ~ore 

tl~o:n the ;Genera'l Standard.fa for· dtschctrge. of 

8 

86

Swagata Gupta
Stamp



eiicirontnerifol'.p"i>lltttarits' Patr-A iJJ ·schediile,_ 

Y{ 'p];-the ·Environment (Protection) Rules~ 1986 

irt the, $t~rJace water. (B9b<30nig/t). the Total ... ,.,: .. -· .•'· .,.,_• ... · . --·. . ._ .. -·. . . ·-.·- _,:.·-

/jolifqr-r:rr-:.T:P?"f9e~~qe_tw~e_n:..:24X)t9~:Mf.N/.J0p-,:n.l-a1J,cl, 

~i><i;o.t· ~WilP/iod, rri.i wlier~P.~ .. iaeca) co1ifo_nn 
t1@~;;;-:~¢t.7P$:e7J.: ~1\-iiit:.MP.f//iQo mi r;in.4. ;123~1.4.s, 
MNP/1.,0_0):n.J 

:;r,~ Aru;t.Z~sis r~pa_rts o] }:Iara(pon:d>s110iµs 
that.Bon· of the. pond Wa.fo-r i1Jas·.oe_mg/L: which is .- ., •'• 

'm.6ri tlidii\i:ne: .'Primary wate? Qfi'aliti}.- ciiteri_a 

Jo'r'·'hatnfn{f water! n,ftt.fi.ed ·:vtde n.C1tifi°biiti(in 

-~~~-@~ 'i4;JpjJJ, '.JJated~~S;09,2000· ~'J the 

.!ififiis.ITTJ o/'.~~'fJirrm._n;ie~t & Fore~'t.s~· <k?vt2 -~I 
i~di~. @PP <;3~ ,_~rtgl);J; the i'd!q.t • -q~t(tqrm 
.cop.p~1itta.i#qv;. 1.patS- hu.n.r#: i7qoq Mf.iv!.1,Q.(). =11Ji 

• t/Jh.e_~a"l3, f'C1.¢.cr;il G_qiiforrn CQnCe7!-tra#or,,:-tVa:S JOUT},d 

,.1,1QO.P. }IIPN/io,o pil; wfu~h .are ./i!;ti'.,l:j~yoTfd }lie 
pt¢s_¢riq_e,q.: lmitt of ~rim.4TY- W.(t~r Qu.qll,ty • . -, .· . 
·pH,£¢1,fa .f}~f -:l?c:tt:hitt;!r we¢~"·· (F1fcr;il:"· C~Zifor:w-: 

D'e§it-dhle\ J;QO :MNP,_/1 DO ml or' ¥1.txi.#.lm, 

'i/erm.issr.hle 2500 MNP/1 OOm.JJ_~ 

o/;f¥!',1ii!}!~#:f~J?Orts ?f Har.d.i"idutl?f ~fu.?w~ 
ih(J.f\$.Pii . .t?J~ine oµtieit wat~r...,uias Jouhi:i rt/ m:?J/i--
w_idcJris_qnqrp :thfin {fze • 'P.rimarg iVczte,: _Q!-Lality 

•f;r{tk.ri,t:t ;Jor,:TJ,(,Lt]#.rJ.g .wq_t¢r'' ·(BOD,<-3° ;ng/L)_,;:.fhe. 
.,To_tql_ (;qlijqnrJ, p_opilla;tio.~ .:tky;i.s: .fo:µn_d, • 1~,000 

MPi-li l_b.Q:.-=tnf·tiJhetea~; .)!4er;at Colifon:n .p9pt1.la_#.9,,rJ. 

wasfouii,d 4,;}QO MPN/100 rri.l: 

,,ft is iibs_er.ved that the c,oncent1:a,tion ?f BQD 

.a.iid_)of>tild.tiori· 6Jco1iform.s' '/;l.tJh~ oi)tlitf, of the pdiid 
..... ·-· .. ····· ·- . 

theducecUo d,significimt leve1, 

bt Dighi; Pein&: ·The: Atia.1ys-is: ,reports :rij the,· drqifJ.s. 

,df.schatgiffg iii.id the Dighipond:shows:.#iat.B.OD of 
,. . ~ ··,··· . . ·.: 

the, drain, iuater sa111.ple raij!jed .betiuee,i. 1lo45 

mg/L,,_ 'cI.tl),oiig whidh :drciins: :at. Shdstri Chowk ·arid 

P,;ofes~f' ;C:o{on.y·= a_r.e. .:mo_te, :ffw.n.: t,~e 'Gene'-ral 

• s{a.nrkrrfe,: for ;t:1._~i!Cffa:,a.,;r;e c,f ;f.'!.T?,-qi~~-me~icil 

,poll~n.t;;'· in t~ :r;t-l_rjac,f?: t.lJ._at_e,:, (<?_.O -pig/Lj1 

TJ,.e· T¢t../:?il .:c~_lifon_n,_ ra1tges beiµJ.~eri 35;,)_,(}5. 

M,PJ'f/ JOO ~:~ 'CJ.JJ4 2.1.xJQf left-fP./lQP. ,, ;m.l, whet~as; 

.-9 
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_J!~e,&{.l" '96iif 6mi TanQeS • between 21 x 1 of! MP.NJ 100 

rn;f <p;ri}$.i]Ql!M.N_P/loo ml, 

:'th,e.//';ri~?Ysf.~ rr;J)orts of thr; Dtghi 01;1.ile{ of.the 

p/Y11;4. 5.f11:1ws: ttiat BbJ?,qj.t/ie i;,~tlet WC1ter ?f!as 37 

mg/i ;u;7rjf17, ii~ more than tl?.E:: -'1?.ri1J1g,r.y Wcite~ 

:Q~t;i.,ii.-W..- ·¢.r.iJ;e:d,q,;Jor "#athi~g n,ater"' (<$ • mg/LJ; 
'· • 

the 1:<jfqJiQ¢lij<triJi.::conccn.tratio.ii was f6un,c1- /J2QQOO. 

:'lv'IPN/1110· ml. iLJherea.:s, Fri.ecr.i): Coliform, 

:cancen.tfutio.n:wasf ouna. 3soooo MPN/1 oo.mz. 

;"'ft: is .obsetved that the· BOD, 'load .and 

_q~n9e,~tjaif?fi-i,of dbliforms "received-,.by;the pond is 

Tf:,dµ_9,;4-_i'ktit-p.pt.to·9 sfgn,ificant:Zeve(; 

c) qc:in._ga.: Satar Pbnd: The Anal!:{sis reports of the 

. ~iji~,<:Ii5:~f#i_igifr.~ iii.ta t'he Gang Sagar.pond shows 

·{Jjl:i~- :ipp: ·pJ tfi?. ·#rc;#n water sample 'rru_fged 

·P. .. e.f:W~~ 1;~::?4 prgif, --l)jfg,ch .is more tpn the 

;~11¢r,4( :~~~~q,;4,s /of: dischar:ge of 

~ti~r<?limAA't,q.lP,Q ~1.t;i;tg,~~·- f~ 'f.~ sru:fac_e:-~f!-.u.r: 

_i.;.$/). :mu/L)'. (fhe io,tat":<i?lif,srm r,ang¢s b~ttlleen 

$"'5.~:J,07 .fefPJY/1,Qq,.-:mi'. azy:j/ )_.6.Q_.'><1,Q7 Mf(P/.10Q, mi 
·Whereas, Faecal OJWorm rar:iges .betw,eerz, $:A~10 

.-Jl1PJ>[/1"00'ml·and·92r.lO'!,MNP/JOOmL 

TM' Analysis reports. of the Gaaja ·saga·r 

.pori.di-i'fio'4is· 't1iat-B6iJ ievelin the pond 'ivdter .was 

-st· ·m.g{L, tl;,f.a.c:'ft i§·rnoTe· .than 'the 'Pi-i'mi:i.riJ, 'Wc#et­
QtLaiiiy cif.i.t.eda)or1'batliing wctter~Y<S· mg/ij. 

/ffie· 1hial .-Coliform popu)ation: WCI$ fou.nr:1 

1-.pxl(J.6 MP.N/100. ml whereas, Faecaf Coliform 

.?.oJ.t.iilafi_on;W4s fo~ti.d' ~jooo MPN/ 1 od.m'i:.. 

·Qu.tl~ti:<;i} ,Qq,~g.$µgar pond leq.c1,s, 111.to -,the 

,Digriijion:4:'througlt a;. lil'il¢ed cha.1171-el. 

It • .is ob.served. ,that the • BOP , locft[ an·d 

iionceiifratioii of ci:ilifoniis received b'J/ the:'- Ganga 

S~ga,i<i?,ind.is:i-educedtfi.t.t not io a: sign.ij].d:i.nt level: 

ifrriq~iti?.~dQ;eJ<rtr.i:¢ }ii?fherin:fl()tu of u/fiste wa:tifrin:· 

i~-ppn,d. 

S:1 Qbse:t;t>tz#o:nSc:-

g,)_ Unt;;¢q_te,d· sewag~ .dr.Qt.fo-§ q,;e .lffr;i.<l,ing to :f-ilL-t@ th.re.e 

pot1</._s ·-un4 er- refer.en.ce; • 
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~fJc;qori:7-fng to /he an.<;ilysis re.ports, t_he··u;pt£Jr_oj G~ngq; 

$q.g_p.r-,Po1;u:J,·~s-7!!g:st pdllµf~d p.rno,:n.g t~. f~rf:e. pp_rJ;(jf~ ;.t,W 

'.Dighz:P.ond q,;mi,esnext and. th.en the H.ara{f.ov,f 

. c). __ DlA)ir;ig the_ jqi11,t -ifispeq#ori_ it wq.$_ jo,µ:r:t,q tba{ )tlw.: 

gov.emment )and around. the dvee pon'f:{ ar;,$ 'ili?GJa.flY. 

enctoached by ''the- tf!si'cJ..ehtial o:fi(;l-. oi:irytm,),{,:ciq,i 

. i::.sfoblfshmeiit:s;.:which,cire ·.a'iJ.dir.tg p&lliiitio.N:'foai::f on,:Jliii 

ihre'e ponds under i~.[eteh.ce, 

ct.} :}t 'WCLS also· reported Bi/ the" "representatives of_'':tne 
JiarfffI111,(Ja ¾un(dpal Co_ij:Jofa"iib/11 • Dd.rbhi:iryja- fhaf 1:rif! • 

CX?nce~e4 mj.t1ipr:iiiJ. i:ssiie<;l. tlie n.otice,s. to ihe con1;:q:n_~q 
encroq.cfit3rs and ih.ere_afi.er is~ed' .9rq~r- to ·?.!,lit{ :.i~ 

encror;icn.ed land aro11,nii cill the three, po_nq~ u_ri.d.~r, 

re]et,?_h.qe, 

e.J The' en.cr.aaqhment ._around ;the Ganga ,$a~a'r•.fortd is.· 
maxim.uni followed by the ·nighi and Hdrcti,Pqncr. 

_ f)_ .The domes#¢ wa:ste w_a~r Jtom. th¢ ¢n¢toq.c;hm€in,_t$i'?ite 

direct;.{'J/. leadin{J, to. the r.:espectiveR_onds. 

g)- Tfk:,lin.k .. caiial-between Harai;and..D.ighiPond {s bhocked· 

py:tff#-.dfi.rp.pjri~\ots6lld'wade. 

hi "fl}e, '44'.uriicijlll :sq@ w9-stes were ,lo.uit_d.: c{tlm;.ped at 
qif/~r~n(p~qff:S.i-a,[.Q!,!)1q\a;l,l t% three p9nef.s:'i.1,11.~·tP~% 

4 isourcefS ·ojwate'r Joraitik ifrree ponds are.::wa.ife-@tet-.• . 

6. Recommencia:i-i"~ns:_ 

g./ }E.i-tq-0,q.9.m,~?i:tf:s ,q~½l.+c#: ~ll t{?e t.hre.e_pgnr:{~ ~f~ig -~?. 

t~9V~_d, 

• b) SolicJ. l!Jaste dumpe(J. ih the <;ird.17,1s a,nd'adfein'i,ig areas 

:s__hpµld .-~e. rem~wed tu#n.. jmm,ediate fj.Jfept :and. _i_~"JIJ#i 

(DMC/ shall, ;ensure}thi;it :.no .:'sd._~d. w~st¢ #.'· du.mp et/,. in 
- these drains. .,.. 

cJ Ftdw :of wri:ter'.thf.ough .drains snould'l.ie maae hin.dr.an:ce 
Jre'ei 

dj /foft.ozi!in:f!: sf:i?rt tenn. measures 'ma!;!. be .taken upfbi-ithe 

,,;on_s.?ry.ation,•ofthes,t!J .t~? p~r,c!_s;-

:t,, .[n,~~'#µ :r:e1Jtedfriif9n::-?f.Po1y!,~ s.hou:td: pe:;r a4,qpte_q ~y 

%t_l!i~g. . geri;ition._ -f i::y::iUty.: y~{ng -771;icr.porgan,.~m!, to,, 

.de'graife #iep9,ll~fct_rjfs·, alj~ -h•increa~~ fheJ-!-ifl.siii;.ea 

C>.XJ:tgen, 

- 1-1 

..... .., ....... .,._. _________________ ,_..,__ ____ ------ - -·· ----
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ii. Using aqjiatic j;liirds, aquatic animals and,,.dther..: 

bioiogiccil techniques for In-situ. remediatio1ic"of tl11.is 

pon.p.~, '?P!l ,be itrl4eftci.ken. 

iii, M.0:nqge_TrJ,ent oJ qlrainci:ges e~peci.ally Jropi _t~: 

n//(_i.r,~y spurce$ 'tfrom:-resiclentiai ·!=Ind. c9m,,nerciaf 

.IJ!S{r.:fblfsfuiep~ Ji.r9w:1d -the ,ponds) mp,y b~: 

enSJired: 

• eJ· The· wa .. <:re. Jix.i.ter.}lm;,ing t'htoi.1.91).,, t~ drain.$,;shpu,id. be,: 
treated thrott9h ddequate Sewage T,reatme,1t P.l.an.t oj 

. required &:ipii.cit!j_, Accordir.igl¥. sewiraf)e- netwo.r.k an& 

STP .should be·-constrncted,io. ensure proper treatm..ent of 
. . 

SffU/age an.d 'restridtm.g the wciste water jlow'iit:to i?onds. 
JJ · Ap. C1cfi.on,,p!an -sl).oulr:t b_e de11~Zoped _for-ie)ii.vena,._i:Jo1i of 

t.~$e pt:J'r!./:#~::a.~ pe:r; :~4.fc~z:t.!Pli:f g1,1ideljri.~~ f9r:. restoration,: 

D! w,aterii?oif/~s' pu~'tis,~ci by ,Cei.ttral f91lution ¢onj:roi 
B,oaro,; 

,g} Re-d,erriar.cation,pf.ponqs should, be ,caryie(i.qut by the, 

.Land :Revenue Depctrtm.en~: Qpvt. ·of E3ihar. to: ve,n]y the·, 

e'n.drdachiri.en.tstiitiistakm'sinote= of preiiiousidem.arca.tion 

su.ro~t( ciM.ducied, d,iriri'9 2014. 

n) The' East· "Cenfrat'Ra.iitikiik Indian Railwatt, samasff,tn.fr: 

Dtvisiori, Scimastipur shall .ensure ·tne J)ro'pei 

. ~a11..age7'/1:ent-ojseUJqge/q.omes.ticwas'te wqter ctn,d·sotuf 

waste, . .pii;t?tfc UJaste genera~d. from the .barbhq._nga, 

R:ailway_ Stcitf on. 

,i~. fhotogr.ap"!is captilred during the jomt • Inspection w~· 
enclosed .ds Arine.fcµre-f>~" 

'12:. The.Darbhanga Municipal Corporatiori, Respondent No.5, has filed 

it{:l ·a:ffidavit dated 13.02,2023, stating therein ·that' it has already 
. . - . ·, 

initiated fo~lar deanin~ process of'th~ three _ponds and .dr.ains: 

aqia:dent thereto and have remov.ecLga.rbage and soti.d··waste fro¢. 

ther:e. 

13'. The Ministry. of Envirpnment, For.est;=; and. CI:imat~ Change, 

'Respondent No:7, has :filed'.,its counter-·affidavit'dated fa.03.2023, 

e.,,.-plainin~, th.e. Erivfronment .(Protectj.on:J Act, 1986, an.d Nc\,tfon~ 

,Efrvifoninent Policy; ·2006, and 'also steps· taken l,y it for 

l 
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}51 

··c()l;l.S(;rvation. of wetla11ds. It is ~~o i:.ta:tefi, i:J1ai:. #.}.~ ·. p~l'.l~:S· in; 

qi.,i~stfon, ·r;tam~y, Pighi, Harai E'nd ~<J.l.1ga., :Sag,u} lo.~t:~<:1,. jp; 

Paib'hanga JHstrrct. 9f Bihar,. hav~, 11.()j [pe~:tl. ·n9#fl1::4. ·a!i W¢.tl~:ui~~ 

µnperthe We~lan,cis·(consenratiqn "\Il!l iYJ,kageiri~1t) :].$.u,:lf~i%.<?tt 

Counter~affidavit ·dated 21.03.202~.'has·,been,..fil¢'d· on'b~h~f-of tht '. -·•-. . . • • . • • •. : ,. • : • • . • . . • • -· .- •. .:. . ,·.· . ~= . -· ~---·. "' •. • .. -.• •. •,• •.-.. : 

He.ewondept No.2, Coll~(:~0&-9U:Ill-,District, ¥~is1r~Je/;,, D;:itbh:~;$<½: 

·w.ll,erein it i9 . .stat~d that tjile \Sf?-tu,:s. ·01 ~e :efi<irfJai;:htli.~nts ·1),'tr :tti:~ 

pqnd~ ip, question was <::ailed for 'f:rorri the. Circle,. Offfoef1, 

Darhhanga, by ;the Disb:fot ·Magisti-afo ··\1ide his letter: elated 

06;03,.20'.;:!3 a6.d' the Circle Officer, Da:rbharig_~; \>ide his::deporf'date'cl'. 

07'.03:2023 '· has stated that steps -have, .beeh-taken fo'r·.=removal ,of 

~,n:ptq~chinertts, but in so~e cases.,.erictbachirienf has heen kept::ih 

abejaifce' in vi~w of interiin o:i-de't' ·granted ;~Y;'',the H<>i1tb1e. H'i~, 

:Couit1 iP-afria; Two such 'otde.r~ :daJecl\2Q;t2.'20Jl~f-aa:cl: f~;.0_6:=2019: 

pa\ssed in Gl,VJC 'No . .21009' i>f 2019 ·(Pq.il/afi. iifish:td: :tis. $i;J:J:tf.6f 
• '·= 

Eihdr) arid CWJC" No. 24638 cif.20:18' (Siingiti:t-D$i}l);&~Ot.s., Vs>}tiie 

State, of Bihcir & Ors.),· have been filed at. page n:o, 4.06 and 40$ of' 

the paper .book respectively, It is ~tat~d that tb,e.said cases ~~-1:!tili 

pending before the Hon 'hie High Court, Patna Ai'ong with i;he 

,af.fi4a:vit, certain, ·photogi;aphs haye been .filed to show· cler!1lli.n& 

worl<,s lJeing carr'i.ecl out. 

1,ti;. No cou:nter'"a..ffic,li1vit has ... been ,fifod by :;th,e', ,:B,espq::gdent JlioJ.1, 

fuµlway Responc;l.ent, tho.ugh 'he was a .Merri:J)er of the ComII1if:teti 

.c~;nstituted ,by th~ Tiib_un~l 

16. Th:e photographs ftled with th~ driginal Application. at pag\a no. l;S 

;;m,ovt. _ilia,t, a. b.ui\d.:ing ;tY.hi-9b, i~):sta.te,d t9. -b\'!:;.;:1.,:_.,P1-}m.t'lry :S~h;.9.01¥.: i~ 

litet:allyjutting o'tlt ·of the Dighi-Poi1d itself, Ther.e:isa photograp:p: of 

.Pr?-tgmik Viµy;31f;l,ya._ M,ii;;p:tof.~ .. p~gl}f P~9hiin ,.:1.t P.~cl, n?,, 1.4 o.f flJ.~ 

13 
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p.~p~r b.oo)c. To~reaficr, there are photographs; c,tt p~e;.ri!:)s: 1~; I7; 

J.8, 19_~ 22 and 23 of the pap_er book which have not- been: . . .., ... ·. _ ... ,,. -· · .. •:·· ·-·:-,, '" 

,speqifically d.ealt wiJ:h by • the Respo1;1dents ;in their; coi:iriter7 -·.······.--··· 

affidavits. 

f'7-'. 'The Inspection Repqrt paints a dismal picture ,of the three !)6.rids" 

$? ·ft.tr ·~s·-Diglii Pond is ·coricerried, it is mentioned :that the Hnk 

cµ~~l ~~~et:n Harai and D!ghi Ponds was'fou."i:'1.d fiUed·witH solid 

waste and soil etc, Solid waste was also . obsenred 'in ithe.: :link 

<$.at:iri~l between Dighi and Ganga Sagar ponds; 'Solid :waste 1.va.s 

al~9: found dumped iri and aroun·d the Shast:ri··Chow.k.:=Dram,.The 

.dhtln at Chandi:adhari Museum was alsQ foun&com.pletely _¢trvete:d 

viith wate1• ;hyacinth. The drain near the Kaif Mandir)oin~' with 

Gari_ga·sa~ari Pond.towards .. the west. Th<:!r<:! 1~.:-;a Ai~at!:i Ohat:at;. 

Gat1ta Sagar: ·,vh:ic];i ~s a cem;~nted ghi;i;1; :ana= weU, 4,ey.~19.peii. :qut 

_po:ot;y'·' :m·runrairte-& There is rio :µrahi: me¢tirl~ :-11~ar~t 

-Encroacfil:nents ~vef,e Qbs~ed towar.d,s n:i:n:thf~t;::'w.(l~t:$:_d'. S~,u:th-. 

ofthe-Qan:ga Sagar.,Lake; Puc¢a.houses·have b¢en-corl_structed an:~ 

are,b~irtg used;for residential· and -commercial p~tpose$,· 

18. The W~er .,t\11aly~s Report. shows the concen~atioi;i of T.<>tat 

Coliform at Harai Pond was found 17000 MPN / 100 ml w:hei·eas 

ij'eaca1::boiiform was foµnd 11000 MPN/100 ml which a;i;~ beyond 

the·.p,rip:lary·water quality criteria for ,batp.ingwater,. 'fhe: ~io.logic::al 
·.-: 

Q:-;,c.yget:1 T)em,and_ (B,OD). <>f t;r,.e. J:farai J;>.q.t1.d <lrajn, ~at.~, .:;-an.ged 

• behyeep. $S'-9$ mg/; which. is also more .tb,?J,r1, t}le. ge,µ~_.µsJflXl.c4tr.ds_ 

(<>r ~s~argy of c::nyironnrental pollut~ts, Part-~ <>f Schedule.;VI of 

the E17,vfror,unent :(Protection) Act, 19$6. )ii. Pi@.ii Porid tJ:i~, 

c;e>n<;:en:tra,.Hon· of Total C9liform -W:l.:lS found :_920090 MPNnoa, ml. 

,w):i~~i;;:th~;'.f?~acafColiforni·W~S found $:s·oopo MPN/l0O. :nil ·whic:b, 
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are qi ore .thq.Il the pd¢~Y -w~tef gi4,ajtW,::cfit~ri~if9i: fiafhing W~t¢r.­

The, BfologicaJ. Qxy:fon· De111.·and: '.(B9@: ·ot tbi ,p9iid water fanged 

b~tw,'.een !4-45 tjig/fivhichHs ruso:fudre ili:an'tlie:geniNaf-:sfandar.ds 

fqt qiscih¥g!!· of ,fuli-itohmentaf. :ifolluta.ri.ts>Fo'r Ganga :Sagfu-•Pond 

th,e.•¢onc¢'r).tration: of Biological. Oxygen Demahd- .(BO'Dr \vas Joittid .... · ..... , . .-... -. •.. /·.. ' ... ·.• 

3(3 ip:_g/1 tvhich is .more than: the ptim'azy,-wateri 'qµalify.'·.ciiteria:fo.r. 
• "•'• •· • •' ,l • 

ba,thing watei< Toe-.-. cfon:ceritration ·or Total- :Coliform was I6xLOB 

MPN/ 100/ml: whereas Feacal Colifotm-'·'i.vait·;fotii;iid -92000 MPN/:.100 

ml. 

19. The' cdmhiit:tee. !rtjpotted th.~t dt1i::ite·stic:f ;wijsti .wat~r- ft:Pm thii 

ehct.oaclun:ents a.re,.-<lirerily l¢a,dl:ngi11:to th:e,::t'espe·qti_ye, poµds. 'th~ . ~ . ,• 

canal ,betwe~n Harai and Di~f }'oi14$ is\::ch.o,cked 1:>y ,J.µiiJ.pin~.-- o't 

·solitl:waste: 

;.26·. .CiJnixdedhit.' the ¢01).fil.'#~11$. ;~f . ,1li.e; -~~~ p:q.rt4~: :aj:_i~ We 

r.ecoJnpiend'ations. :made:: 'by· fl.ie:i G.<?ni)n.nt¢:~~ :w.~, ~~p9se~ qf :'-t!:i-ls' 

C!'rigin:~. A,ppli~a{ion,,:i,".lith_i:h.e f~ifo~._fitig :M.~.¢if q11s~~ 

A., We c9.n~tit9:te )~ ··¢9?1-llliJty,<? uj:1°4~r. µ:i_~ • Ch,#rzjiiiiri:sh;ip. ?f 

Aiiilltlonai ahiet seci:ei:hly; bepartmeiit or· ,E#vi:roi.unei1f; 

Government ofB:ihar;.The·o:ther ·Mem:bers· of.the Committee shall 
•¥ ••• • • -· • • • • • -· • - • • 

pe; t;qe P(iit~ipal ·Secr.~ir.~; l}fl>~ D'i~v~Joplli~t\it H9U:~ing 

.Qepat-tjneht,= . Goy&,rinient of' Bih~i\ ·,MuriidJjal Comniissiofieri 

1.:i~r.Ii.;;i4g'a_,; Mtif11:~ipa.F tb±;porauon-, Member Secretary, Bihar 

S_tati PoW.ttfoit Control Board-i: Divisional Raih.vay Mari~i;et, 

$~AAl:ipU:r.·DMsforf/ari:d theiDistrid Magistrate, Darb hang a: 

13. T.µe above Comri:iitfo'e shall ,address. itself to the -dbservatfons 

and the 'recomm.'endations·::tnade·"in?the Tn~pec::tibn R~porl of the 

Conitiiittee ;constituted by· tlie· Tribiinal .ah.cl- 'take expC:ditious 

iemedfa.l m: easur.e.s,-
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15.4--

G: The, ComII1i1Jee shalt aJs_o- t*-fl ~t.eps ,(o r~Ill<;>,Ytr fh~ 

eµcroa,~IIl.ent_~ e~p~q(ti,qu~iy. 

D, The_ tli,ree: p_o11,ds, na:µi~ly, :Qighi1 'H~~ ~4 9-~g,\ ~;:i.g~;, in: 

Datbhanga Di~trfct ofBlh.ar, sh~. 11e -1:~sior.ed, to, '½iw)pi:,i~µp"e_ 

glor1 arid theit ~trl~aiiki:ri~ts :·sh~J 1.N- ~t;i,¢ri,g1;h;~li~:9: gyj;;laj1:tj~ 

#~s an.d' IL~uraJ ;s4fl.ilfa" ,~:a fre~s' to· ;pti5:t1'd~ :tjn -,f~o;rr,te*d.lr 

1?.I?,cl$cap,~- \:Vhi¢h ~ajl J:~(! \1-se'd.'.py W~ 'Ji-"9b~i9:f~r,-1.Jef.~~09: 

J~; Tue Committee shall :also/ .eri'sure"i"that tl:rairis, lleading)in'to the 

tfl:r.~~ fcmds/Water Boclfes· a'i-e- compieteljr<diverted 'from 't:h:e shlcl 

water- bodies.:.Effective S:~wage:.man•ag~i:riciit, snalt oe~jiulHri:j.1lace 
. .,. ····· :.. . ,, 

to· d:isu:ri:f':that ho .m'ltnicipal ,vaste is 'allowed fo:.;_ffow'. into the 

three ponds, 

F. The. Committee shall -hold its first ~eeting witlun :fifteen days 
;--· . :,. 

hereof·. an;d· tbei'.eaiter hold :mee~ng:~ x~~IarI:r- :;hi ._:;ev.¢~-, .'fril.ir 

nfonilis 'for -~pptai~a'.l tif ·tB.e re;medlai. ac:tfohs,. 'p"t.cf~6.$eti: :J;£ffd 
.•, . , .... , ,.,: 

taken. from:Jime to :,time .. 

. G. The ·-Bihar State .. follution, Control Board • shall 4tke :water. 

sam:ples: six monthly from the three• pprids and ffl_.the· .water 

samples. are, :fom:1g,_ .. -to b.e high~. th@ :the prescrilJe<l,--~tan~anl 

parameters, appropriate dµ'ection.s: :·.shajl be i~sued., t,Q the 

-co1-icerned auth~rities for ·tikfug ~rfe'ytfite :r:emeclial ac:ti.tins 

forthwith. 

·H; All illeg~ .~onsttuptjo~~ J~ading intq. t,9 tlp:ee :ppnd~ an·d 

encro1;1.chm ents $?11.:t>e rem.:Q:v:ed. witliiµ. ;t4r~~ ffi.:.Q_n:th~. ·-~c( Ui,q,,s.~. 

qonstruetions: w4i.sh are . g()yerneq Jly in(~ri~ ort1er <{ th.~· 

H~:ri~le Htgh Court,, 'Patna; .shall 'be su_l:>ject to• any· ~P:al .ord_er 

\_ 
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,2 ~, l.A.s., if ~y,; .alsp ~t,an_& dispQs.~-~-df_:iqcqrclin:g].yr 

-22:'. Tllere shall l::ie _no ,orci~r.:al'i fo·-69l$;. 

Man::h 2~, 2023, 
brigtnal ;Applicat.ioi:i:.1'io:_15s/2:622 /Ji/J:: 
(I.A .. No, 239/2022/EZ& LA. No.:.240/2022/EZ). 
AK . • •• • 

17 

', ,i•s;_ •\::_,;;•;►-... ••:• ♦ •-~',O't-• la_ 1!'
0! .... , .. , ~- i_.. O ••,r (,_,. • .., •" 

:P~9:f;,4.; ~enthil, V:~1, EM 

95

Swagata Gupta
Stamp



CENTRE FOR HOLISTIC DEVELOPMENT (CHD) 
Office: 1D, 1st Floor, Shahpur Jat New Delhi-110049 

Society Registration No. S/00280-NE/2011 
Website: www.chdindia.org.in Email: centreforholisticdevelopment@gmail.com ,  info@chdindia.org.in 

Contact: +91 11 41084099 +91 9811327037  

Ref:FED/CHD2026  Date 14.05.2026 

To, 

National green Tribunal  

Eastern Zone Bench,  

Finance Centre, 3rd Floor, Block III B 

New Town Kolkata- 700 157 

registrarngt-kolkata@gov.in;  

To, 

Managing Director 

Bihar Urban Infrastructure Development Corporation 

(BUIDCO),  

303, Third Floor,  

Maurya Lok Complex, Maurya Tower,  

Budha Marg, New Dak Bunglow Rd,  

Patna, Bihar 800001 

To,  

Principal Secretary 

Urban Development and Housing Department, 

Government of Bihar, Patna, 

Through its Principal Secretary,  

Centre for Holistic Development (CHO: 
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1st Floor, Vikas Bhawan, New Secretariat, 

Patna-800015  

urbansec-bih@nic.in 

To, 

State of Bihar  

Through its Chief Secretary, 

Main Secretariate, 

4, Deshratna Marg,  

Patna Bihar-800001 

cs-bihar@nic.in;  

To, 

District Magistrate, Darbhanga District, 

Collectorate, Darbhanga, 

Bihar-846001 

Email: dm-darbhanga.bih@nic.in 

To, 

Bihar State Pollution Control Board, 

Parivesh Bhawan, Patna Mall Rod,  

Patliputra Industrial Area,  

Digha, Patna, Bihar-800010 

Email: msbspcb-bih@gov.in;  

97

mailto:urbansec-bih@nic.in
mailto:cs-bihar@nic.in
mailto:dm-darbhanga.bih@nic.in
mailto:msbspcb-bih@gov.in


To, 

Ministry of Railways, 

Through its Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, 

Railway, Board, 256-A,  

Raisina Road, Central Secretariat,  

New Delhi-110001   

crb@rb.railnet.gov.in;  

To, 

Divisional Railway Manager, 

Samastipur Division, 

East Central Railway, 

Railway Colony, Samastipur, 

Bihar-848101 

drm@spj.railnet.gov.in;  

To, 

Bihar State Wetland Authority, 

Through its Member Secretary, 

Shaheed Peer Ali Khan Marg, Aranya Bhawan, 

Patna, Bihar, PIN-800014. 

ccfcc.bih@gmail.com 

To, 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 
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Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,  

Jor Bagh Road, New Delhi-110003 

efd-bih@nic.in 

Subject REPRESENTATION CONCERNING ENCROACHMENT OF 

THE HISTORIC PONDS HARAHI, DIGHI AND GANGA SAGAR AT 

DARBHANGA, REMOVAL OF ILLEGAL ENCROACHMENTS, 

PREVENTION OF DISCHARGE OF UNTREATED SEWAGE.  

Reference: 

1. Final Order and Judgment dated 23.03.2023 passed by the
Hon’ble National Green Tribunal in O.A. No. 155/2022/EZ.

2. Final Order and Judgment dated 28.01.2011 passed by the
Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in Jagpal Singh v. State of
Punjab, (2011) 11 SCC 396.

3. Order dated 19.02.2025 passed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court
of India in Civil Appeal No(s). 7607/2023.

Respected Madam/ Sir, 

That the present representation is made to your esteemed office with 

regard to the rapid and alarming encroachment, earth-filling 

activity, and alteration of the historic ponds namely Harahi, Dighi 

and Ganga Sagar, situated at Darbhanga, which are water bodies of 

immense ecological, cultural and historical significance. It has 

further been noticed that under the guise of beautification and 

development, activities appear to have commenced which may 
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adversely affect the original character, water spread area, 

embankments, and ecological balance of the said ponds, the 

photographs of the said encroachment is as under; 
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That the aforesaid developments have caused serious concern 
amongst local residents and environmental stakeholders, 
particularly in view of the Final Order dated 23.03.2023 passed by 
the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal in O.A. No. 155/2022/EZ, 
wherein specific directions were issued for restoration, protection 
and preservation of the said ponds. 

The relevant portion of the order dated 23.03.2023; 

“Considering the conditions of the three ponds and 
the recommendations made by the Committee, we 
dispose of this Original Application with the 
following directions:-  

A…. 

B… 
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C. The Committee shall also take steps to remove 
the encroachments expeditiously.

D. The three ponds, namely, Dighi, Harai and
Ganga Sagar, in Darbhanga District of Bihar, shall
be restored to their pristine glory and their
embankments shall be strengthened by planting
grass and natural shrubs and trees to provide an
eco-friendly landscape which can be used by the
public for recreation.

E. The Committee shall also ensure that drains
leading into the three Ponds/Water Bodies are
completely diverted from the said water bodies.
Effective sewage management shall be put in
place to ensure that no municipal waste is allowed
to flow into the three ponds.

F…. 

G…. 

H. All illegal constructions leading into to three
ponds and encroachments shall be removed
within three months and those constructions
which are governed by interim order of the Hon’ble
High Court, Patna, shall be subject to any final
order which may be passed by the Hon’ble High
Court…”

That despite the aforesaid directions, it appears that instead of 

ecological restoration and scientific conservation, certain activities 

involving dumping of soil, use of heavy machinery, land filling, and 

construction-oriented intervention are being undertaken in and 

around the ponds, which may irreversibly damage the water bodies 

and defeat the purpose of the Tribunal’s order. 

That it is further worth highlighting herein that the Hon’ble 

Supreme Court of India in Jagpal Singh v. State of Punjab (2011) 11 

SCC 396 has categorically held that ponds, lakes and common lands 
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are public commons which must be protected and restored, and 

illegal occupation or conversion thereof cannot be permitted. 

That further, in Anand Arya v. Union of India, the Hon’ble Supreme 

Court reiterated the mandatory requirement of scientific 

identification, ground-truthing, demarcation of boundaries, and 

protection of wetlands prior to undertaking developmental or 

beautification activities. 

That the Hon’ble Supreme Court has also recently observed, while 

dealing with encroachment over wetland areas, that urban 

development cannot come at the cost of destruction of lakes, ponds 

and wetlands, and protection of water bodies is an essential 

component of sustainable governance. 

In these circumstances, the applicant organisation most 

respectfully requests that the concerned authorities may kindly: 

It is, therefore, most respectfully prayed that the concerned 

authorities may immediately inspect the sites of the historic ponds 

namely Harahi, Dighi and Ganga Sagar situated at Darbhanga; 

forthwith halt all activity involving soil dumping, filling, 

construction or any alteration of the natural water spread area; 

remove all illegal encroachments; ensure diversion of drains and 

prevent discharge of untreated sewage into the said ponds; conduct 

proper demarcation of boundaries and maintain updated status 

records of the ponds; and take all further necessary and effective 

steps for preservation, protection and revival of these historic water 

bodies for the benefit of present and future generations. 

The applicant organization hopes that immediate remedial 

measures shall be taken in public interest, environmental interest, 

103



and in faithful compliance with the judicial directions governing 

protection of water bodies. 

This representation is submitted without prejudice to all other legal 

rights and remedies available in accordance with law. 

Thank you. 

Sunil Kumar Aledia 
General Secretary 

Phone:+919811327037   
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Gmail C HC 

REJ!!IFH!:SENTATION CONCERfiil ING ENC ROAOHMEN1T OF Tlil1E il11&TORIC 5!1iON lllS 
HA RAHi, Dl:GHI AND GANGA SA.GAR A"J IJARIHANGA, REMOVAL OF ILliliGAL 
l!HGROAC li'IMl!Nif.S I PREVENTION OF DIS'CNARGE. OF U Nl'REARD SEWAGE. 

CHD lbr::ll.1i ~rtdl~~nl89~ .ca:n> 14 Pa, 2lm5 a! ,1:!:'iu 
ID: req::;tr.ng:t.lml .iJ@gpv.in. l"IXl:mtm@:p,il oom, Q;imbu:d:D@gm.ul cnm, oo~. urt:,;msec-bd1@.nc.b. C!:i-

1:«lilf@nlrun, ~iJ. nkUn, rr..::ib!:ipctJ-blh~ crt@rbnlnd.q:N' iYTr. r.alnel p..81, 
cdG.clbl~.o:m. e'.ld-tihg_ncm 
C:c SuniJ KuJvr AJe:i.11 <sURIJS1J11:.11JJiedg@gmil:U.cDfr.p,. qp.ngt@ruc.in, cir. ru:i.ln, iJ rq. ntl.111, 
n:&Jkpcil:@!filhoo.oom, 5il!."-'lf~UiJ. 2C)'-th~UiJ@nm. @g:iv.tl, pslt: 001 ~ .ca;n, "CG: 
~ -Df9!1:P 

To, 
National gr~n Tribunal 
Ea.atC17[1 Zone Bench, 
Irinani:.'4: Centric, 3rd Floo:r, Block Jll B 
. t='IN Town Ko1kats.- 700 157 

reg1strarngt-kolkatal'~ gov .1n • 

To, 
Managing Director 
Bihar lfJJirban 11.nfraatru.cture DC11·d.opment Cmporati.on 
tB IDCOl1, 
303, Third Floor , 
Maurya Lok C.omplc:x, Ma-urya Tower-, 
!Bud.ha Mar& IC9i.r Dak: Bun61ow R~ 
Patna, Bihar 800001 

To, 
.Principal Secrctmy 
Uirban Dc1.rdDpmcnt and Housing Department 
Go,,'ern.ment of Bihsr, Patna 
T.h.Fougb its Princ ipal Sa:retsry , 
[ st ft1oor, Vilca.a Bh:awan, !New Secretariat , 
Patna-8000 15 
urbansec-bil-ia rue.in 

To, 
State or Bihar 
T.hrnu-s,b its Chief Sa:rctary, 
Main Sccretariartc, 
4 , Dcshrartna !Pt.~ 

Patna !Bihar-8000011 
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cs-blhana nic.in • --
To, 
District Magistrau:, Darbhanga District, 
Collcctorau: Osrb.h.enga 
IBihar-846001 
Email: dm-darhhan~. biM1 nee. in 

To, 
Bihar State Pollution Cootrol Bom-d, 
.Pari'!w·c-sb Bhawan Patna. llalJ Rod, 
.Patliput:ra Industrial 1-\n:a, 
Digha .Patna, Bihar-800010 
.b:meil: msb spcb-b1h.tg.goY. in~ 

To, 
Ministry o Railways 
Thrnug.h Hs Chairman snd Chief' 1:!:x~cu.tm: Officer, 
Ra1lws.y, Boe..n:11, 25 6-A 
.Raisin.a IRoa.d, Central :::ia:ret.sriat 
New Delhi- ! 1000 I 
crbg rb.['.eJ.Jni:t.gov .m • 

To, 
Divi&ional Rail'!.vay Ma.na.gc_r 
Samastipur Division 
&st Cc-ntral !Railway, 
Radway Colony, Samastipur, 
!Bihar-84810 1 
d r.;, ln • rrn:~,:5-pJ.ral cit. gov. m ; 

To, 
IBihail" State Wetland Authority 
Through im Member Secretary, 
Shaheed Pc=er Ali Khan MBTg Aranya Bhawan, 
.Patna, Bihm- Pl · -800014. 
ccfcc. bih ~ gmml com 

To, 
M.inisny of En'lllr<m.mc-nt, For~st: and Climate Change, 
lndiira Parys:i.iar..en Bhawan 
Jor IBagb RDS.~ cw Dclh1- l l 0003 
cf'd-la~g n1e.1n 
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Subject REPRESEJffATIOll CONCERNING ENCROACHME111" OF THE 

msromc PONDS UARABI, DIQIH AND GANGA SAGAR AT 
DUBHldfGA, REMOVAL OF U,1$:&1, BHCRQAOUlUHiTS, PREVEHTH)I( 

OF m&CHABQE OF UNTRM7rn SEWAGE. 

Refe:ren1'11!: 

1. Final Oro.er and Jucigm~nt dstm 2-3 .03..2023 passed h,- the Hoa ~le 
ational G.-ccn 'liribunaJ in O .A. No. I 55/ 2022/ ~"'Z-

2:. Final Order and Juclgnu::nt datm 28.0 1..201 1 passed hy the Hon ~le 
Supreme Court of [ndia in Ja6J]SI $jngh ,, _ State of Punjab, t2011) 1 1 
sec 396. 
3. Order deted 19 .02 _202 5 passed by the Ron 'bic Suprcm-c Court o( 
lnclia in Civil Appeal .Nof .al. 7607 / 202-3. 

Re,spccted Madam/ Su, 
That the: present ["e-pn::ecnrtatioo is made to your i:st~mcd off"ice with ["e-;,ard 
to the rapid and a1arrni:ng; c:ncroacluncnt, c:arth-llllins activity, and alteration 
of the: :historic ponds namely Hsrahi, Disb,i a.nd Ganga. Sa;aT :siruated st 
DBl"hha.n~a, which an: wat_-u bodii:s o im.mc:n:e.c: ccoio;ic-al, cultural and 
historical :signifies.nee_ lt. h:ae furthc-:r been noticed that under the: e,uisc of 
beautification and dcvclopmcnt~ acti1i1itir_-s appear. to hevc: commencc:d whi[!'.h. 
may a.~r.ad.y affect the: o:riginal chm-scter , watcl" spread ~a, 
c:mbankmcnts and cco'logical balance of the: said ponds the photowsphs of 
the said c:ncroachm~nt is as under; 
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That the sf~ssid devdopm~ts have ~au.sttl amous CDnc~rn amDnsat local 
n:::sidic:nts and c-:nvironmc::ntal stakeholders particularly in view of the Final 
Order dat~ 23.03 .2023 passed by the l-lm:i/'bJ.e a.tfo,nal GrC'Ol 'Tribunal in 
OA 1 . a. 155 J 2{[12_, I EZ, whc:n:::tn spr:cific d.irc:ctions \-vere msuc:d fCllI" 

n:::storation f>TOlection and prc:scn'Btlon of the said pDnds. 

The ul1WBD.t po:rttan of tibc om.cl!' dBJtc:d 23 ... 03.20al3· 

Cons~ring the conditmns of the three pands and the 
reco.mmendation.s made by the Comrn:illee u,e dispose a) 
thi.s Original Appliadron wilh the folkJU7ing directians:-

A .. . . 

13 . . . 

C. The Cammdtee shall also take steps to rEmaue the 
encrnachmenfs expe.difiou.sly. 

D. The three ponds, namely, Dighi, f!/ara.l and Ganga 
Sagar, in Da.fbhanga .D:istru:t of Bihm- shaU be. restored ta 
tht?ir pristine gltny and rheu embankm.ent.s sJw.U be 
strengthened by planting gra.ss and natumf .sh.rubs and 
trees to provide an ,eco ... frieru:J.ly b:mdscape which can be 
used by the public for recreatian .. 
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en.ii- f4.EI•.REJ3:EJ\llATON ~C ~ TtE TH HIS ORJe 'fflfMl~ DIGHJAAC! C:'NC,,ii,tSN:::.. .. 

E . The Committee sh.aU alsa en.stLTE that dmm-s feadin9 into 
the three Ponds/ Water .Bodie.s are romplet.ely dwert.ed f rom 
th.,e said u,at.B- oodie.s_ Effective seu..u:1ge. management sh.aU 
be put in ptaa! kt ensure that ru:J mr..ni.u::.rpal. waste LS 

allowed. ta fww 'intc, ith.e thrEe. ponds_ 

p ___ _ 

a ___ -

1-l_ All illegal oon.stn.a:tian..s leading into to three ponds and 
encroachments shall be remo:ued wuhin three months and 
th.o.se. oon.stn.a:tian.s whk:h are gavem£.d. by intt?rim order CJJ 

the Hon 'ble Hf!Jh Court, futna, shaU be .subject tc, any firw.1. 
order which mag be. passed by the Hon bl.e High Ciawt. _. 

Th.at despite the af orcsaid d irccti.on.a1 i t appear.a that instead of c-colo.wcal 
R!storation and sciC'ntific ocmsC'Nation, cc-:rtain actl1ii1ties involving d u mping 
of soil u se: or hc:8'\"Y machinery, land fillinr::1 and construction-oriented 
:inrt.lC'l!'Vent:i.on are being unde~ in and around the ponds, which may 
iITcvcra1bl:, damaJ:1:c the \Valer bodies and defeat the: purpose of the 
Tribu nal '.s order. 

That it is. forth.er worth h~ng he-rein th.at the Hon1ilc Supreme Court 
or India in Ja;pal Sin&h "'- State or ~ab f201 1 I 11 SC:C 3 96 has 
ce.tts.nricaUy h~id that ponds, lakes and common La.nds are public commons. 
which m ust be prottctc:d and. restored, and iUc:gs,l occupation or c-onm:rsion 
the~ cannot be permitted_ 

That furt:h.cr, in Anand Alrya v_ Union of Jndie, the Hon 'hie Sup~m,c Court. 
R!itc::1:"attd the :ms.ndaoory rc.quin:::ment of scic:nti(ic id entification, ground­
tru.thint:, demarcation or lbound srle.a, and protc-ch Dn o! -v.retl.ands pnDT. to 
undcrt~ d evelopmental Dir bc:autitication ac:tivitic.a . 

Th.at the: Hon~le Supreme Cou rt l-ms also recently observe~ while dealing 
'With enc roachment mrcr wetland areas that urban dcvelopm~nt ca.nnot 
come at the c:ost of destruction a.r lakes, ponds and \,V(:tlaruis and pl"otcc:tion 
or water bocli,cs is an c~ntiSll. C1:1mponcnt of susta inable sm,ernancc_ 

Im these circum.atanocs, the applicant orgeniaatiDn most :n:spc-ctfu!lly 
R!quc:s-ts that thc: com:::C'mal authoritic:s may ki:ncHy: 

It is thuc:for e1 most nspcctf'u lly prayed that ih,c concerned authorities may 
immcdiatiC'ly inspect the sites or the hlstoric ponds namely Harahi Dighi and 
Ganga Sagar- .s!i.tuattd at Darbh:snga; forthwith !halt all acti:i.i ty inrvo1vins soil 
dumpin&, 1llin& construction or SD)" alttration or the natu.:ral "WBl-cr Bpre'B.d 
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:ea.'"~ 1lli,l'il Cn:.1- F(g•llE!JEN ~ ~c ENCJltlA.CtM:N C1E TH H Ofbt:" omb&~ DICHJMO Ciil.l',l("..1.i!i,I,(;. •• 

area; 1"cmo,1C e!ll iU~ encrnach.m.ents • i=-ns.uf"C dRreraion of d !rai.ns and 
PJ""C'i.~t disch.arg,e of untreated scvitsge into the said ponds; conduct proper 
dcmerc:ation or ooundarics. and m.a±nt:ain updated status. records of the 
ponds; and take: all furthc.- nccc:ssmy and r:ff c::ctivc: :su:pa fm- iJ=ITT=Ba"VBtioo1 

p:rntc::ctian and rC"vivs1 of these h istorii:: water bodies fo r the ~nefit of pri=sent 
and futun: ;encrations_ 

The :sipplicsnt organ.k.atioo hop~ that im.:mcdiatc rem~ial measun!'s ,ahall 
be taken m public interest, e1:11vbromnr:nts1 int.cust Silld m fsnhful 
oom.pbSilloc with the j udicial dircctions sovc:rnin,; protection of water bodtcs. 

'Thi-a reprc_-ecntation i-a submitted without pircjudicc to all other I~ riP-hts 
and f"CmMic.s available- in ac11LOrdancc with law. 

5':mlK::s1'1arilll.tMI 
t!:>:KUtlv9!Cirwm:r 

mi:mrfwf~~ C~ arHaliWl:O.V 1:1J1 - CHO 
iin.a• uv, ~ 25:l rn1 naar ~ 1.1M:car11 !'.Mlat11r.ae ~ J• rtro111 

chd1rd ... arq. ln I.U"i:l~....,ldlllj;."IJT .. .an 

..i; l • i l l!D'C~ +'il l:. -RM~JS!I] .+DL- ~ l ...11 Lne4!JIP'il 

Ward r • 'lb.I n.m G0qi111 Pua mt:11:n I • • Jnat.~ I. 

.e .soc )' IM! ., ~'nf; •o be 
...e,-r,e,oo~ hr now .. ,-

~ 1l'l..nS..2026 l..cdfa itD GT.pdi 
tliS!iK 

1.:J r:t:J.rnplt!f~ I end ~11!,SSll!',S'.S eut l6'e Cl! 

r-Thar1k ........ 

:51:Jnil IKumarAl'l!ilia 
Geruera'I Seo-eta.,' 

Pmne:~ . 91!!111:i!7037 

c.T11 o:, • mt.n:h be!fcr jcO 
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)l::TE� NO. 34 

,WITH 

. s; u r R e .M .E c :a o R .. T o: l= ·I .. iJ u. :.:r:. A 
RECORD (}F 'PROCEE;:Oil'l�S. 

writ Pefition (};ivi1J No .. 304/.:iatts 

:w;P,, {Ji}. N'o. 2$;0.(2001 (PlL.-W) 
.:t:,'A�No.,20S9B6/2022 IN w:.·p. {C)No.:2�0/20:0:t: 
'IJt N.6, i?0360'6i�0·�2 -· I-NTERVEr,JTION APPL:�C'AT.1'0,1-i. 

·w:.J� .... (_¢j; tio:. '31:fa/2020. (PiLM) 
I'A l\[o. ':17:2737/2024. � APPROPR1ATE,: ·ORIJERS/Dl1RE:CT:CONS 
:tA Np:: :i't2-1:se/:foz4 - INTERVENT!ON/IMPL£AD�I'Erif ....

HON I BLE MR. JIJS_tICE JmZWIN-D • Kt/MAR 
ffOti,'�BL� MR. ;;:us�r;¢E :N:)l .. A'.NJA�Jfif ' 

Fo.r' P�t;it,ioh.�f {$:} .: .Mr. $h'.i�hif: Pi:n.a.'.k.:tr )\Q.lt 

M.r, .• t�Y.cit:it .. B_ffus,h§llli fa>f. ,J\Jly:.� 
Mr. Rohit f:(uma.r- �ingh:r A'OR. 
'Mr. '.Amartya Bhus:han,· AdV. 
·Ms. ijaj.l:ak�h!J!.i -&inglj:, .:,Ady.
Ms. Vidushi srivas-tava, :Adv. !•
Ms. Rambtia _Sirigh, Adv;·

Ms. A!ii�fla §P:ei;i.9Y1 St ! . Ji.;tj.y\
.Ms . Shiba.iii; �hc;,sh, AOR
Ms. Sadhana Ma:dtra-van; n:dv.

Ms. .:t<avarra Jtao. · Adv:. ' . . 1 .. : • 

Mr. 'Shovan· ,MiS,-ira, ADR
'Bipasa Tkipafh}i, • Aclx.( ••
Shldt LUthrar�dv.

For. R��:PQhi;l.�ntJs1 : ·Mr .. :An:i;l :snrfvastav ,, AOR, 
.,,,,,�q_tl;!v�•t,,.;:,, Mr,· :Asht:>k .KW�laj' :SJ.;;!JfthF AQR 

Mr. K46:�J Vetin.�, ··Aori 
• •• 
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r--;-�1') �--�

Ms:. :swarupma thaturvedi; sr. -Adv, ..·Mt, ,Gu ,tlile,et_ Singh ,:Makke'r'_, AOR
Mr. :ahuvan ,Mishra, A�v .- • 
Ms'. sunita Sharma, Adv. 
lVlt< Aman :$Harm·a, /S,.dV.. 
Mr. Pratyush Srivastava,_ Adv. 
Mr� Roh�n. Gt1pt�,-- )\�v. 

Mr. P .• -v. Yog��war�n ., A9R
M$: Sumi ta Haz'arika; - A0R -

l'il$. Aak�n�sha Tiwar-i;_ -.Adv; 
�r$-._ Priy�nk�,- riwi:v,ed_i.-,-. ·A_av ., 
Mrs. M011ika, Adv. ,. •
tii1s:;. ·N�z-ish F�tinici;, At:ly .. 
Mahipat:Singh; Adv. 
Ravinder Pal Singh:,. Adv_�; 
Oil.ip Kumar, Adv.-
Mr,. sup.riYa� Adv�_, 
Ka,nchai

i 
kum:a:ri, Adv. 

:Javed Raza,- Adv.-
rilr'. -Shiv sag_ar Tiw�r�, AO� 

Mr:. Man·ish Kumar,,-- AOR 
fy.lr';; _D,ivyansh Mish fa, Ad;v. 

-Mt> -Gurittit Pramod l<uriiar-, •AQR
Ml:L, Pr�rn� ,Singh,. Adv-.- ,,
Mr. Dhruv Yadav,:-

-
.A�v·i

:Mr,. Shuvodeep Roy, AOR

Ms. Eliza Barr, Adv.
Ms; Dish a ·Singh i AOR'

Mrs. Aishwarya Bhati, A.-S.G.
!Ylrs . swarup.ama Chat u rve_di,. s r. AQv.
Mrs. Rti_chi Kohli, Sr. Adv,
Mr., Mukesh Kumar - Maroria, AOR
IVlt. Si.mita ·Sharma, Adv.
Mr_. Pratyush :Srivastav 

I 
Adv.

(\ls_. swa;ti Gh;i.ldiyal, AOR

Ms.. sup:riya, Junej �, AOR

Mr'. A 1-ok S�hgwar\;- :.$r �-- A.A. G.
t.11�< .A:ks_ftay Amritanshu, AOR
Mr. sumit Ktlli]cl.r Sb,:arma-, Ai;lv.
Mr. Raj_at sa119wali, Adv.
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Mr'. 
Ms .. 
Ms=. 
Mi. 

S. _fJ.i,.kl)�.r -���1'i-�1, .. A�V--f= 
:Orishti Rawal.,. -Ad_V:-. 
Dr.1sht1 sa-taf·> A'�v�. 
r.:fayt,t_r' G,oy!;ilr: A!Jv'.

Mr•- Vi�hwii.n.�th�ti: l.Y�::r.:i., A.!(:I.V�­
Mrs:. ,$11:i.'.rnpy ·shar-m!=t,, -:Adv •.

��:_:. :;h,�ri�:eihJf6.:�f.r;�Ah..ij. · 
Mr;: ·p:tirtq: A\sJ�sefi;�t- A�h{ •.. 
Mr., .P'�shu.pathi, N'�th ·=Razda:J)_t- :).\6R; 

Mt.. Mµhammaq J\J;i_. th�n;-: iJ ,;A,.;�.­
·M:r· •. :S;anchit Gar:ga:;.·· .AOR.
Mr ... sna$hw�:t. J}(i$wa/l.; i\q\?:i
Mr, Kµnat: Rana,.· idv ..
Mr. '_B.lia_rj'� Pra.:tc(p•=: $.4[n:gfi_,. -AdV\

Mr.. Nish¢: 8a,j>�r1 :Shohk¢J";i, }WR.­
Mr$. <Antf'K: • Jfjy.,· =A<l.v;· • 

..... • 
Mr .. ,Alim Anvar,. :Adv.
Mr' S�Jitl)osh K1. f\qV.
Mrs,.· b.evika A.( .. ,, Actv·,,

Mf. ·s-�irihY.' Cho.'tidh_zj:ry /. AO.i1
.-.� 

Mr�- . .A��r$h' -P�9¢'.Y� AtlV\· ... . . 
rifr. $.1ddharfh Dhc!.r-madhikar.i., ,Adv.,
Mr ••. -A�d.ityct A11:Lry_dfi.h.�r f\ftt;ip_�;,- ,{\OJ{
Mr._ },hrii:ang B i 

·varni,�·,. :Afqv-.

Mr� Pl,lkl')'r�mb�ln 'Fta.:m.es,h J{µ_m.a:r.;, :A()�,
Mr. KarmJ Sharma1 Adv=..
Ms .. Raj kuiba:r:L Pivyai;afi�, Adv.
Ms. Anupcim·a. Ng�ngq111, .A,qv .. • 

M_r. Ayijit -M�rii,. trifJ�t':hf, _,A.q�
Mr. 1 j{, -.Nayakr Adv.

M'r. Anariclo Mtikhertee.:1 Aor{-

Ms. 
Mr. 
MS. 
Mr. 
MS .. 

:rvtr. 
f1s. 
Mr .. 
l'ilr. 

K,· Enatoli :s'enia· Aoit

• . • .. _.. .. • . .. _ '· .. f. •. --· 

Amit -Kumar ;S-ingh., Adv .• 
c'irnba/lemla 'Chari .:· AdV'. . . ... · ..... , ... : .. -. . :•··· ,··. g_, .,, ... 
Pt�ng_ Newmai,,, AdV .. 
Y.anmi PhaznJJt- Adv1

, 

_·Gaurav Khahna1. AOR 
Nc,tJijShcl $al;tr:�Wat,, {1.,qV, 
Gauita,m. Barnw�t, ::Adv. 
Rudraksh Pangey.l Aov.. . . . .. 
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Ms. D$epali Bhanot:, Ad,h. 

,Mr-. s1ddhant :sharma·,, AOR

.Mr. 
Ms. 

Mr-. 

Ms·. 

sh.iv Mangat $harm�rr - .A ... A. G-. 
Ahhinandini Sharma::, Adv:.­
Ainogh �ai1}H1l:, :-A�v'·1_ 
N

°

idhi Jaswal, Aok

Mr. ·:S}\meer= Abhy�nk,ar,-� :t\1:>"R: 
. r4�:. ·Yashika sharnia; ,Adv. 

Mr. ,Atyttn ·Sr:i;va,s:tiy.i:, 'Adv·,

Mf . .'IL J,\yy*in ·-p�f.µajalr AO.B,
.

Ms'._ 
Mr .. 

Mr. 
r.k. 

• PUrriima - Krishna·-· AOR• . . . . . . ' f .·•· . 

·M .. -F. Philip, Adv·. • 
Kararriveer Singh 'Yadav.'i Aav·-.
Tqgin M. $�bi¢twh, Adv;

Mr.,. St_td�ep Kumc.i:r, AQ;R·· 
Ms_. G�rima Pf.asnad, ·:�r.:.- ,A.,A, .. $.. 
-Mr'. • sudeep Kumar, Adv,,
Mr,: .AQhishek S.ak¢t.:, )\tjy ..
Ms., ;Manisha, Adv.
{"1§.._ •. __ :�µp�J:i,.fo Apy' :..

'Mr·- •. Ktt"nal- Mirtiahi,- AOR'
'Mr( ,e}::a�hafrt .A.t�:k,. kav·.

:Mr .• J<./M ijat.a.._r�j ,: 1;\,:$\G.
Ms. :Afshwarya: Bhat'i, A,._,S: .. G ..
Ms'. iSwarupama· chaturv�'�i"r '$'t � J\�.hr._
Mr .. ,A_sh�ik

. 
Rttin�r Pa,mla_;, A�v�·. 

Ms. ,RU chi ·Kohli, Adv·.
Ms. Sqn:ita· 'Slia'rma, Ady' •
. Mr. ·Gautam Kumar, AdV .•
Mr. N Visakamurthy, aor, ,Adv.·

Mr:. Va run .Chl,lgh,. Adv.
Mr. Krishna Kant DJ.1hey:., ,Adv:-.

Mr.. Bhuyan :K�poo.r, Ad\f.
M°r' ., :N¢.efaj ·_Kµ11_1a,ri. $h�nml., )\.dv.
Ms . Indira- Bhakat, Adv: .•
Nee·raj Kumar slfaf'hla, A'dv.
Diksha, Verma,, .. Adv.
Mr'. :sl:Jr.eel<.i_nt: . N¢:e lappa, 1¢1":tlef!l, p;o�

Mr.. Aravindh s. / AOR
M�. A't)i�a.. Ba:6$.al, ;o.qv .,

:Ms. ·Tshita, Bist,_ Ac;}v-.
M�_.· :st.iveni ·Bhagat .I :AoR
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-l'v!f',.
r:ir�
:Mt\,
M,r-,

gea:yaJr_ K�!ti:�r-; ��tan.am,
Kumar -Abhis.hek-, ,Adv. 

:�m.!:��!�:�;;li ,-AfB*. 
• . ' rf"ai Kuniat p:athaK A.OR__ .Mr . Siil. J .. . . , .... _. ... . ,. .. . . , 

·Mrs-. :Sha.sh± 'eathak, Adv .•
Mr. Arv-'i.nd-' i:{Uirit:tr Tt;i,p-a:thi, Adv;"
Ms. s:hw§t.°� ��y$h:ankflr PwivE;qi_, :Aciv..
Ms.. Stnr'±ti sinJih_i Adv_·:•

Mr. Pukhr.ambam ·Ramesh Kumar\ AOR
·Mr. Ka'f'Qii"-:Sh�'rh1a-; Adv.:.
Ms .. RaJkumai�j.: .Divy.asana, Adv.
Ms .. AI1tipama,,. NQ��gdnr,. Adv.

Ms. srishti Agnih:otr..ir AOR •
fylr. 1;>:-� P.; '$:i;Jlgh\.: J}d\i-•.· 

ivir. shf$h�t _P;;t�-,�kt AO.R

Mr,. dtbhirttal'iyff -;Singhr. GA
Mr. :$.ir;¥.c[ :r�t\�. �i'.n.dh�rft:a, AQ.R
:ms.. R�$.hmi. :Siingh:ai1ia:, AdV.:

,:·;..-

{)PON he;it.i,)'fg -th� ·,.coyn$el the :c9µr-t Ql�de the following 
0 "R. D E R, 

:1. This -court: t,y 9rde.r �at$d .11 .. l,2.·-2024 had :take·n- note • of· the 

fact that prior to 20:17 1 the figore.s given by ISRO regarding the 

Hectares was 21 :01;-503 and ·t:he ·latest ISRO da;ta o.f the year 20:21

reflected the f.i�ure ,havln� increased: +o 2i3tt, 1-95. ·Hence; th:is 

court ·was of :the \(iew· -that ,sa.i�' fi$ures wi"ll have to be checke·g �t 

the ground 1eVe1. The in'�nfa�:r:� me:tficid • arid mode· in which this 

eviluation has'• -to :be- un(leftak�li _hc1·� h¢$h. Jrace:tj tp tl:ie, Wetl;ands: 

(conservai:ion ·of Manag_ement) R't.iles; :2017" name\y:" ,i_d¢:ri:tif�c.�,tioij .of 
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such wetlands, which is. desc·r:tbed as; :::i.�r.C:J;t}
r:i�, trµ_tf)i11g_' .. ihis

ex,,e;rcise ,ought to .be undertaken by "'the: r-espeot,&v.e state$, !:,,ame have 

b_een neg\eqted by .mo$t -of1 '.f:he. �St;a:�.e.�., ex.c�pt the state of -P.unj ab to 

some extent: a.qd nothing h,�ve .b.E?,ep :�t(!_ti� .ilj tJi�:t;- r;,j$g�i.�L R�np�, court 

vide order :dated 11.12 •. 2:024 dire�t.ed :e�ch qt :tJie '§:t�t� / u.riion 

Territory Wetland Authorities to ·comp1etre ,g_f.oon'd· tfti'tfiing as well 

��- �$.marc:a1:iQn 9_f wetta,:ng poyndar:ie$ .. ··of -�aeh ·or the '\vettarf which 

have l:>een ident.ifi�d by space- Applicatic:m_ center Atlas (SAC Atlas) r 

202:1 .. A specific dicection was i�5:ued .bjf th!i:s court. tbat ,above said 

task was required to be: exp.edit:itfifii(y' :ct'.>p'jpl.�t�d a_rjq: �t ,:r,iny ra:te 

• w:ithin a period or thre.e months, '.f-rom the ·d:ate of' ·tfret ordJ:r .

2. ·Ms.. Ai'shwarya Bhati, learn�d Additi:onat Solicitor General

ass:ur�tj t_h_a,1: union of In�icJ. hcttl µ_n:q�tt�Kf'¥ri :the t�s:k :of' .monitoring 

,:with each of the State ah� a, d�t�ile.ci :affip'a,vit W�S: -�gre.eJf to be

·fi.'led before: the next date. Acco:r.tlinff1Y';• a:n aifftcfa,.v1t tt:as b�en

'fll.�d on 24· .:1:)3. 2025 and, today; a ,brief no:t,e has, al,s.9. f?e•�n ni:ra)i.sheµ

enclosing the.r$with a chart, which retl:ects·: th:e ground tr·uth.ing. and

boundary demarcation undertak.;i.:ng. by re$pectiye State wetland

Authorities. The comparative statement Via-a..,vis with reference to

the ground t ruthing carried out as on 22 .. oa .2�.Z? an� ii,. 07 ;Z025 ,as

t,,Jell as the boundary demarc;:tt:i,on .carried out by the �uthorities

woutcf reflec_t the sorry state _of affaifs,i.

3.. Mr. Jayant Bhushan, l_earn$!-'.J S��i0,r ,c�uos,�1 .app,e�ring for the

petitioner(s} would draw the attention of the ¢0,ur:t th.at seven.

States nainelY, Andainan & Nicobar· Islands, ArurtachaJ P",f.qtj�sJ1, D.c1dra

N�g�r HaveJ.i & Daman ·and Di\;!, Hary:ana, -Goa,- _Jharkhand.; Puµi.r¢h�rry1 

Sikkim, Karnat�ka and U:\tj,c;l,kh h�v.� :.aQll:i,�v�d lepS' than. S0% -�gc:l :tJ1�.
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st.ate� pf .P¢.lhi1 g�r:y$,i)�, grfg :Hiil)��;l\l{l: p:r�tf$.�.I'.! h�V¢ �¢hi�v.ed 1,$$.:s 

than 40%.. This ·would .:ci!eart� in-cf±cate th.at thE:i, r:e.'.spe:s·t:tve stat��: 

wetland Authorities: s:eem· to: .be. :moving: at a :snai1 ;s pace anti th'.¢ 

direc:tiori ±$.;:ued· b;Y tbi§ CoJJ:r'.t JJ�s no:( yt�ldeci pos:±tive results. 

4� .In fha..t \(iew; :pf. ttl:ip. mgt:.:t�f.,.. )!,�:k ,µ4;,re�It th.ese $:t�te:s· to .exp:eciit�" 

the grcfut,c1 ·
t
tt!J:{df;lJJ a;:i}9 :o.0'L.!11sf.f,9\Y :��.tff�t.;:c.�;t±on .e><.p'ed.,it::i:0J1Jfly ,and· at.

an�/ r:ate wiffr:fo :an out.et'' limit: o:¥· 'twtr li1ontbs fY9ii t t:=pq'ay·; fifit:i;'rfg

whiC.f1:t .the; ,.secrre:ta,r$e$ :o.f. th�: .,c.onc:erned states 'Of the·· oep�r:t,mf:)pt p'f

1;nyf r9nrnenf._ .an_d ):;cp\9�_y wiJ;'.J. haYJt itq pers.ona-1.ly remain prese11t 

e b.efb'r·e tni's ·court on: neKc :a-�te, -pf·: he.t(rd:ng. ·tt -is also made ·clear

that M:i,f.l:Gt�or.'} .Ori ·,:tfj�\ p_�r-:t pf 'fh'�s,¢ :$;t·�t�: W$tl�ng: _Aitth'pf.:i'.t,ies wou:ld;

c·orrtpet this· co-urt ·to _pass coeN!iV� prclen; ·�gai;n$t s\J.�h' tjf thp_s;�

states' which has fa-:fted' -to C:Pfl1_p1y, =with the directibn· i-ssu(;·d ��t1tE?X

as W<?1. l.. as, :the ciir�.<;:,t:iqn_ '.is$µJ�p: ·by £:bis pnfo.r .. 

5. :'I_i'i tit_� 'tiglY!: pf th.¢ ·-w�:tTii:n¢t$ h.it,Vlhs l,i�_&h Jd$ntir.i,ed� it :J.:S­

:incµm��.nt µpqt1 the "S,t}�t�, Weti.J\l).ct ,�i;i_tJ'.'.(g:rlit�e:$, f.� p\lbli�h ·the same ::iD

the respective, state ·Governments i Mefr_s4te :in,�ic��:in:g '.$.U.�n ·(ff- :th◊��e

Wet;la,nq ;Wh:;icl'l- nav� :b_�en: identlif-±e:d '-together with, -the ar'eas-/ Where

ground trut.hing a;nd de_marcat.i..bfr o:f po'µhd8.rie� :have been undertaken

�y dist.tn¢'1.;}y an�l •�iep·iirat,e:'ly-' )i:i)pi_c:��ting tfie same, wf1i,cft. exer:c:L:se

shall be und:ertaken bef.bre nex:t, #�t� -;c>,f h:�ardrig�

6. Let fh.e affidavit- ·o:f compliatice;. he filed ilnOle'dif.tf.el!y itf:t•er

s'udh an exercise :be:ing undertaken and at any, ,rate befdrtr 'title _n:�)(t

dafe :of hearing.

7. µrd.on -9f India; :Sh�J;J c;qoft!mti?,:t;$: \14th -;i;Jfe: s.1:�t� ,Leve.:11.. :Wetland

Authorities· anct exp:edite .tite 'issu_ance of n'··t· ·f•-·· •• t··•· ·-···, f h. •• ·h, . __ ___ , , ... - ,, ,_. _ : J>, _1_.,-.1.C� .;J.Jln$, '.- -Pt W _ J:.C 

fhe d'raft- not.ifi'cafions are a:lre·adY, 'in ptiice :wh±:ch' wou}d • r'�f1.e�J

T 

,• •• -•••,•• ·•·-• · •••-·• •-·•-•-• •• •• •-••• • .:"• ••··••••• •• ... ••.-.•• ·•., ••••-·'"' •• •• ••• •• ••••- ••· ·••-• •• •• · • ·- .- • · • • ••· •••··•• • -•'"'--•••--r••- --• ••• · •••- •'""••·--•• - • 
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the pro;;.J1.ctiye g;c,,t.iq.11. µh'!:J.t=fft'�R$,ri .. i�Y $i;i¢h. ctA'1:'h�fri;tte� _alid. � meeti_ng 

in· this: regard -��al\ be -cgtiV�y��· �y- U.iii�n cff -:rnd;fa( qf ·a l-1 -the: -State 

Level wetland Authorities;- .;and make them: aware -:of. the situation and

reflect ·that

i>J:e.tli:lnds \,/hich �.f'¢: ;p�$'$.: 1,:.li:�ti 2./Z.§ :H;eJ11;.af.'�.�· :�t� f�guir:•e_d. to b�

i.g:¢n't;J/f.t�-� :<i$. .:wr-$sc;ti-b.ed ontle:r the. ,extant Rif\��i: =a;qcf :th:¢: )lf.fitl�Y:tts

o:f• the -state. ciovern.rnen't's; of·· :weftan:tl: ,.Atithor1t±es_ shall -:also dwetve

upon as-- to the mann�r :a,ncf rni;J:hod Jn-, ·wba:�11- -:!5t:�1)$: have "been taken -or

J)eirig ta,ken tp ptcft�:ct '.th"e)�,e we.'.t:l):an�,$- :wn��h:- �r�: less tnan ;;z .. 25

Hectare.s w.l.ii.ch )tcJ;9.rg;i,t19: itP.'.. :t:.h.�- .$.J;it�:is.:tid.'$ _·J:;.$. -.�r;pfin:� .5, ss, 55:7 as

mentioned in the Wetland Atlas. 

;;.IA: __ No:.-.:ze3s-a'612022:,,�irr. w·:. E1:.: .. J:.c1 No'.:2:s.0:.(200'1': . 

'-I�$-�Je r'.(ptfce: to- t;&�, re.9p·911,�'�,n-ts in ·wi,P.-� No �230/,2001 . . . . .. . . I· 

returnable- on 07 .. 10-.-2025\_ The. peth::ion'e:r{s): sh�tt furnish reqµi:s:ite 

number of copies i_n :tbe R�gistry for· iss.uanc"E'� of .notice . 
. ·,·· :, 

(�J:HA, G:UPtA) 
SENIOR PERSONAL ASSISTANT 

8 

:(AvaV- RAMU) 
C9Y.R't :MASTER: (NSff) 

expedite th.e WQtk$ whi<;h 9.-·!".a~· r~.qui-r~ct ):p be:; .unde;tt~ken. by them. 

8 Tl1¢. $ti;it.;i.~t.tp~ 'f,.tj•rri'$:t;th~fq t· d'' -~iq\Jid, ,~1:~o. .. >.~L~¥ 
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IN THE MATTER OF: 

C..~Ni/<.£ F{)I!.. NoL.I.,r:re. /)£.v'E.LOPM£Nr - CH!) 

Versus 
... Complainant/Applicant 

... Respondent 

VAKALATNAMA 

Know all to whom these presents shall come that I, 
6wnJ I Ku.rm__lV{ A-luUt\ 1 .,j/ ~ ~ am ~ A-l,_JJ "- '!!Jd ab,.w- lt'!__J.fA>l.1 / liU ;c1.un f- '1-
~!) :5~tu{_ :Ta.1-1 f}). PLb-rJll_; N'LUJ !JL.!AJ - d~tr0"-t9 
The above-named do hereby appoint 

MR. SWAGATA GUPI'A D/6268/2024; 

Advocate(s), to be my/ our true and lawful attorney (s), in the matter noted above, to do all the following 
acts, deeds and things, or any of them, (jointly and severally) and also ratify anything already done on 
our behalf that is to say: -

I.To sign, verify and present and send notices, replies rejoinders, pleadings, appeals, cross-objections or 
petitions for execution, review, revision, other petitions or affidavit or other _documents as shall be 
deemed necessary or advisable for the prosecution of the case or in relation thereto in all its stages. 

2.To appear, act, and plead in the above-mentioned case in any court or tribunal etc, in which the same 
be heard or tried in the I st instance or in appeal or review or revision or execution or in any other stage 
of its progress until its final decision. 

3.To withdraw or compromise the said case or submit to arbitration any differences or disputes that may 
arise to or in any manner relating to the said case. 

4.To receive documents, papers, records, orders etc. and to do all other acts all things, which may be 
necessary or proper to be done for the progress and in all course of the prosecution of the said case. 

5.To employ any other legal practitioner, advocate or consultant authorizing him to exercise the power 
and authority hereby. 

Date: /ft. t>.5 - 2.b:U. · 

. 6 oJCc a..,,., . 
D~i }9'1 

Advo1!t;; Signature Client' s Signature 
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