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M Glna ll OA-156/2025/EZ NGT Kolkata <pgngtkolkata@gmail.com>
Fwd: Prayer

1 message

National Green Tribunal, Eastern Zone Bench, Kolkata <ngtjudicial-kolkata@gov.in> Mon, May 5, 2025 at 10:31 AM

To: pangtkolkata <pgngtkolkata@gmail.com>

Regards/aTeX ¢

Judicial Section <4 JTUTT

National Green Tribunal / JT§1d §Rd SHfexor
Eastern Zone Bench /ujfaﬁu dis,

New Town, Kolkata / =g CT3, PIaeIdl - 700161
Ph./SU& - 033-2324 0089

Email: ngtjudicial-kolkata@gov.in

—=========== Forwarded message ============

From: Sh Deepto Ghosh Registrar <registrarngt-kolkata@gov.in>

To: "National Green Tribunal, Eastern Zone Bench, Kolkata"<ngtjudicial-kolkata@gov.in>
Date: Mon, 05 May 2025 09:24:51 +0530

Subject: Fwd: Prayer

==—========== Forwarded message ============

From: Haripriya Patel <haripriyapatel@gmail.com>
To: <registrarngt-kolkata@gov.in>

Date: Sat, 03 May 2025 18:00:30 +0530

Subject: Prayer

The Honorable Chairman
National Green Tribunal
Eastern Zone Branch , Kolkata

Honourable Sir,

| would like to bring into the kind notice of Honourable Tribunal to one article published in the
newspaper the Samaj on 30/04/2025 namely “Daye river has turned Poisonous due to
Gangua Water” (copy enclosed). The article highlighted that the Gangua River, once a
lifeline for farmers, has become severely polluted, posing a serious threat to public health
and the environment. Flowing through Bhubaneswar, the river now carries untreated
wastewater from drains, hotels, hospitals, industries, and residential areas. This polluted
water merges with the Daya River at Benabili, leading to widespread contamination.
Scientific studies confirm the presence of toxic heavy metals (arsenic, cadmium, chromium,
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etp.) and harmful bacteria in the water. During dry seasons, the pollution level in the Daya
River is at its worst.

The pollution has caused:

(i)  Skin and stomach diseases among locals

(i)  Death of aquatic life, including diseased fish

(i)  Water becoming unfit for drinking, bathing, agriculture, and animals

(iv) Serious concerns in Pipili, Delang, and Kanas blocks, where the
Daya is a primary water source.

It is reported that once a lifeline for thousands of farmers, the perennial Gangua River is
now heavily polluted. A river whose water was once drinkable is now so toxic that people
fear even touching it. Merely hearing the name Gangua makes people wrinkle their noses.
What's worse, the toxic water of Gangua that merges into the Daya River is polluting it as
well. As a result, people living in the river basin are suffering from skin diseases and
stomach-related illnesses. In many parts of the Daya River, people are reporting infections
just from dipping their feet in the water, let alone bathing.Although a master plan to clean up
the Daya River was announced, it remained confined to paperwork and has not been
implemented yet.

It is also reported that the Daya River, which is considered the lifeline for Pipili, Delang, and
Kanas blocks, is now polluted. People in Kanas block have even lost their lives due to
water used from the polluted river. From Kanti in Pipili to Kanas, the pollution levels in the
river have increased drastically. The sole reason is the Gangua River.Flowing from
Bhubaneswar, the Gangua merges with the Daya River near Benabili, close to Kanti and
Barimula in Pipali. Gangua is a collection of multiple natural streams, originating from the
Chandaka forest near Patharagadia and flowing through Nandankanan, Patia,
Kalarahanga, Ingina , Mancheswar, Chakeisiani ,Rasulgarh, Palasuni, etc. Eventually, it
splits into two streams — one joining the Kuakhai River, and the other moving southwest
through Pandara, Jharapada, Laxmisagar, Bargada, Sisupalgarh, crossing the Puri-
Bhubaneswar national highway and flowing via Kapilprasad, Nuagaon, Jaypur, Mohanpur,
Itipur, Palaspur, Kalyanpur, Poparanga, and Bindha, finally merging into Daya at Benabili.

It is also mentioned that out of its 45 km total stretch, 32 km of the Gangua river is heavily
polluted, including 23 km inside Bhubaneswar city and 9 km in its outskirts. With
Bhubaneswar's population exceeding 1.2 million, there's. still no proper sewage
management system in place. Ironically, despite being a flagship Smart Clty, Bhub_aneswar
lacks advanced sewage and waste treatment infrastructure. N'early 1_0 major drains carry
untreated wastewater from hotels, hospitals, the airport, and industries into t_he Qangua.
This water is unsuitable for agriculture, animals, or human use. ICAR scientists who
analyzed the water confirmed the presence of highly toxic metals such as arsenic,
cadmium, chromium, copper, lead, mercury, and zinc. As per a report by the Elplll Cultural
Council, the water is also rich in disease-causing bacteria that destrgy the envnronmept and
affect aquatic life. Long-term exposure is dangerous for all living beings. The contaminated
Gangua water, once mixed with the Daya River, becomes completely unusable.The
pollution spreads from the confluence of Gangua and Daya, continuing downstream. The
water of the Daya River, which is a key source of drinking and irrigation for !ocal ylllages,
has become unfit for human and animal use. It is now widely feared that using this water
can cause serious illnesses. Even agriculture is affected. People now refrain from even
dipping their feet in the river.
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It is also further reported that from mid October to mid June, when the water level is low,
the Daya River is most toxic. This situation continues from Kanti in Pipali, Delang , Kanas
to Chilika where the Daya river is submerged with sea . The Pipili Cultural Council, in
collaboration with several national institutions, submitted a comprehensive report to both
the state and central governments. Though promises were made by the government,
including setting up a treatment plant at the Gangua mouth, no actual DPR (Detailed
Project Report) has been approved so far. Although it is promised to install treatment
systems and monitor pollution through WATCO, the Pollution Control Board, and BMC
remains unfulfilled. A high-level task force and Daya Task Force were also formed under the
then BMC Deputy Mayor, but no results have been seen.

It is also suggested that to truly purify the Daya River, multiple sewage treatment plants are
required to clean Gangua water. Strict action is needed to ensure that wastewater from
hospitals, airports, hotels, and industries is treated on-site. The public must also be made
aware and educated not to discharge household waste into the river.

Articles 47 and 48-A of the Constitution impose upon the state a duty to improve the public
health of citizens and protect the environment respectively. The Constitution under Part IV-A
also casts a duty on every citizen of India to protect and improve the natural environment
including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife. It is manifestly clear that pollution free water forms
the basic right under the Constitutional framework and a welfare state is bound to ensure the
same.

The effect of water pollution on human health is not the only adverse factor. Water pollution
can seriously harm aquatic life in water bodies. It has become necessary to compare the
costs of prevention and control of water pollution against its effects on human health including
treatment, indirect economic costs and damage to flora and fauna.

Over the years, there have been many legislative and executive actions to ensure this basic
right of pollution free water. Most importantly, the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution)
Act, 1974 was enacted with an objective to provide for the prevention and control of water
pollution and maintaining or restoring of wholesomeness of water. The Act prohibits use of

any stream or well for disposal of polluted matter.

It is the duty of the government and every citizen to protect and improve the national
environment and national Assets like Rivers, Canals, Water bodies etc. Forests, rivers, water
bodies, wildlife etc. are our national wealth and they do not belong to an individual,
Government or Authority. The Government is the custodian of this wealth and as beneficiaries
of this wealth, it is as much our duty as that of the Government to preserve and treasure our

natural resources and environment for posterity.

This river is the lifeline of the people staying around the area. The pollution of the river has
caused multiple problems such as (i) Skin and stomach diseases among locals (ii)Death of
aquatic life including diseased fish (iii) Water becoming unfit for drinking, bathing,
agriculture, and animals (iv) ~ Serious concerns in Pipili, Delang, and Kanas blocks, where
the Daya is a primary water source. So the pollution is causing not only drinking water
problems but also affecting the important ecosystem for the welfare of the people staying
around the area. The deplorable and polluting conditions of the river will likely create
imbalance in the environmental ecosystem. There is a requirement to rejuvenate this river by
removal of the pollution entering directly into the river and making the river pollution free. Its
restoration has the potential to contribute to water conservation, irrigation, the provision of
safe drinking water, tourism, agriculture and flood control. Therefore | request the honourable
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tribunal to take cognizance of the facts and issue necessary directions to authorities to take
necessary steps to rejuvenate and restore the river to its original position and glory.

With Regards

Smt Haripriya Patel
106, Lumbini Enclave
Chandrasekharpur
Near Care Hospital
Bhubaneswar-751021
Mob:9437842777
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