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- Experts: Howrah dumpyard
-cannot take any more waste
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Rupak Banerjee | m:‘y

- Kolkata: A team of experts
who visited the Belgachhia
Trenching Ground on Sun.
day issued a warning about
an impending disaster at the
landfill site if urgent measu.
resarenotimplemented. The
mountain of garbage, towe-
ring over 150 feet, far exceeds
: thesoil sload—bearmgcapac1—
- 1y, ereating an unstable and
hazardous environment. Sci-
entists highlighted that trap-
ped methane gas within the
landfill is continuously self-

igniting, leading to the for-

mation of dangerous voids

inside the mound, heighte-

ning the risk of sudden col-

lapses.
KMDA will start work on
raising the site with sturdy
poles and conductbio-mining
from Monday, Howrah DM P
Deepapriya said. The DM sa-
id four scientists from JU vi-
sited the landfill and recom-
mended using bio-mining to
quickly extract biogas. Also,
they collected soil samples.
‘Based o ,hieanalysis, they

‘ment, it has now shrunk to

‘WRK T0 RAISE SITE STARTS TODAY'

A team of smentlsts has recently visited the site ‘
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‘_ ;: encroachmentwo. ' to 1.5 km
- 1 million tonnes of Iegacy = Se_ve."‘ ke fution
waste. reachlng 150_,_ feet > Soil instability due to water
felgnt: 'seepage from Ganga
The landfill holds an estl- TOL, he outlined four urgent

measures —recommended to
Sujoy Chakraborty, chair
man of Howrah Municipal
Corporation (HMC) — to av-
ertapotential tragedy.

These include immediate
closure of the landfill, cont-
rolled accesstothesite, ,reha-
bilitation of affected resi-
dents and restoration of Pa-
cha Khal—this crucial cand’,
which oncedrained waStve;
ter into the Ganges, i8 1

mated 10 lakh tonnes of lega-
cy waste and originally span-
ned 90 acres. However, due to
years of steady encroach-

just 50 acres, putting nearby
settlements at graverisk.
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A More ramp
itpore ROB

approved and authorities flo-
at tenders. “However, before
that, there are a few other is-
sues that need to be sorted
out. There are close to 150
dwellers living in shanties
below the existing structure
-who need to be relocated be-
fore the demolition work be-
gins. Besides, clearance
from the rail authorities is
alsoneeded,” officials said.
The over 70-year-old Chit-
pore ROB, connecting Bag-
bazar and Cossipore innorth
Kolkata, has been an impor-
tant link. Some years ago,
KMDAs bridge advisory
committee Trecommended

s Bagbazar and @

)B structure and reconst-

ction of the new ROB will

done simultaneously by
2 same agency, which will
selected once the DPR (de-
led project report) gets

dismantling of the Chitpore
ROB and its reconstruction
after conducting structural
health tests. The bridge was
foundtobebeyondlong-term
repairs. “The ROB has been
severely damaged dueto hea-
vy corrosion. The reinforce-
mentsbelowthedeck slabha-
vebeen exposed. Rusthas ac-
cumulated on the iron rein-
forcements. §
Short-term repairs have
been done. But long-term re-
pair is no longer possible for
theROB,” officials said.

............................................

to start live trial

every weekday

itart

s movements
ta airport in a day

tioning of new ATC

this time. The Central Industrial Se-
curity Force (CISF) that guards the
existing ATC will be deployed to se-
cure the new tower when the facility
isfunctional. The rest of the new air
traffic navigation complex, compri-
sing the area control and the techni-
cal blocks, will continue to be guar-
ded by a private security agency.

Sources said successful tests of
the parallel system were carried out
on Feb 20, and all necessary regulato-
ryprocedures, including safety requ-
irements, have been fulfilled.

The new ATC tower at 187 ft is tal-
ler than the existing ATC, which is
112 ft tall. The operational control
area in the new tower will be 2,475 sq
ft, up from the cramped 1,260 sq ft in
the existing facility. Civil work at the
facility and installation of electrical
and optic fibre cables was completed
in Feblastyear.

“The existing automation equip-
ment that was procured in 2019 and
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ring over 150 feet, far exceeds
thesoil’sload-bearing capaci-
ty, creating an unstable and
hazardous environment. Sci-
entists highlighted that trap-
ped methane gas within the
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KMDA will start work on
raising the site with sturdy
polesand conductbio-mining
from Monday, Howrah DM P
Deepapriya said. The DM sa-
id four scientists from JU vi-
sited the landfill and recom-
mended using bio-mining to
quickly extract biogas. Also,
they collected soil samples.
Based on the analysis, they
will determine how many pe-
ople need to be relocated and
what further measures sho-

: uld betaken. The DM said ba--
: sed on their advice, KMDA

will commence work on Mon-
day. An alternativesiteforthe
landfill will alsobe sought he

: added.
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'WORK TO RAISE SITE STARTS TODAY'

A team of scientists as recently visited the site
> Belgachhia Trenching
Ground, Howrah

> Size | Originally 90 acres, :
now reduced to 50 acres due
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| Hazaris I

» Methane accumulation

> Risk of sudden landfill
collapse within a radius of 1

to encroachment

» Waste accumulation |

1 million tonnes of legacy
waste, reaching 150+ feet
in height

to 1.5km
> Severe air pollution

> Soil instability due to water
seepage from Ganga

The landfill holds an esti-
mated 10 lakh tonnes of lega-
cy waste and originally span-
ned 90 acres. However, due to
years of steady encroach-
ment, it has now shrunk to
just 50 acres, putting nearby
settlements at graverisk.

Leadingtheteam of scien-
tists from the International
Society of Waste Manage-
ment, Air, and Water, profes-
sor Sadhan Kumar Ghosh
warned of catastrophic con-
sequences if immediate ac-
tion is not taken. Speaking to

TOI, he outlined four urgent
measures—recommended tc
Sujoy Chakraborty, chair
man of Howrah Municipa
Corporation (HMC) — to av
ertapotential tragedy.

These include immediate
closure of the landfill, cont
rolled accesstothesite,,reha
bilitation of affected resi
dents and restoration of Pa
chaKhal—thiscrucial canal
whichoncedrained wastewa
ter into the Ganges, is now
choked with debris after :
partiallandfill collapse.

HMC restores water supply to
north Howrah, parts of Liluah

Rupak Banerjee | Tnn

Howra.h After going dry for three days, ent1
re north Howrah and parts of Liluah started’
receiving usual water supply from Sunday
evening. Since early morning, 52 water tan-
kers were dispatched to affected areas to tack-

lethesituation.

H Earlier, Howrah Municipal Corporation

- (HMC) convened an emergency meeting with
senior officials in view of the water crisis that
was triggered by the land subsidence at Bel-

gachhialandfill.

On Friday morning, during a repair work,
the damage happened to the pipeline. As are-
sult, water supply to large parts of Howrah,
including Liluah, Belgachhia, C Road, and B
Road, was hit. Several areas under Shibpur
Assembly constituency were also affected. A
similar incident had occurred at the landfill
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Cracks also developed on several dwellings around
Belgachhia landfill after the land subsidence

Uttarpara Municipality in Hoo ghly to arrar

e oxtra water. Tha~~il—————1-=
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Howrah After going dry for three days, entl—
re north Howrah and parts of Liluah started’
receiving usual water supply from Sunday
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: Earlier, Howrah Municipal Corporation
! -(HMC) convened an emergency meeting with
senior officials in view of the water crisis that
was triggered by the land subsidence at Bel-
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On Friday morning, during a repair work,
the damage happened to the pipeline. As are-
sult, water supply to large parts of Howrah,
including Liluah, Belgachhia, C Road, and B
Road, was hit. Several areas under Shibpur
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Cracks also developed on several dwelligs around
Belgachhia landfill after the land subsidence

Uttarpara Municipality in Hooghly to arrar

ceoxtra water. Thae ~~il—————1—
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