OA-151/2023/EZ @

LAY NOTE BEFORE THE HON’BLE MEMBER
NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
EASTERN ZONE BENCH, KOLKATA

Date: 06.10.2023

Original Application No. 566/2023/PB

In re: News item titled “Despite National Green Tribunal Ban, illegal sand mining is
going on in Jharkhand” appearing in Prabhat Khabar dated 08.09.2023

Received an email dated 05.10.2023, from the Consultant, Judicial Section, NGT, PB,
New Delhi annexing the case record of Original Application no. 566/2023/PB, In re:
News item titled “Despite National Green Tribunal Ban, illegal sand mining is going on
in Jharkhand” appearing in Prabhat Khabar dated 08.09.2023.

It appears that the case has been taken cognizance on the basis of a news item
published in “Prabhat Khabar” dated 08.09.2023 disclosing the large-scale sand mining
in Jharkhand. A joint Committee comprising of Member Secretary, Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), Member Secretary, State Pollution Control Board (SPCB) and the
Principal Secretary, Environment Department, State of Jharkhand has been constituted
to examine the issue and submit the report.

Vide order dated 26.09.2023, the case has been transferred to NGT,EZB,Kolkata
for appropriate further action.

Submitted for kind perusal and appropriate direction to re-number this case at
this Bench and the said case may be listed on appropriate date.

Submitted please.
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Email Judicial Section

ORDER passed in Original Application No. 566/2023

From : Consultant Judicial-NGT(P.B.) <judicial-ngt@gov.in> Thu, Oct 05, 2023 01:07 PM
Subject : ORDER passed in Original Application No. 566/2023 &2 attachments

To : Sh. RAJA CHATTERJEE Registrar <registrarngt-kolkata@gov.in>,
Judicial Section <ngtjudicial-kolkata@gov.in>

Cc : Member Secretary CPCB <mscb.cpcb@nic.in>,
- prsecyfdjharkhand@rediffmail.com, pcch-jh@nic.in,
pccfjharkhand@yahoo.co.in, ranchijspcb@gmail.com

Reply To : Consultant Judicial-NGT(P.B.) <judicial-ngt@gov.in>

Respected Sir/Madam,

I am directed to forward a copy of the Order dated 26/09/2023 passed in
Original Application No. 566/2023 In re: News item titled "Despite National Green Tribunal
Ban, illegal sand mining is going on in Jharkhand” appearing in Prabhat Khabar dated

08.09.2023. . for your kind perusal & necessary action.
Kindly acknowledge the same,

REGARDS
CONSULTANT (Judicial)
(N.G.T.)(P.B.) 8 New Delhi &
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Item No. 05 Court No. 1

BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

Original Application No. 566/2023

In re: News item titled “Despite National Green Tribunal Ban, illegal
sand mining is going on in Jharkhand” appearing in Prabhat
Khabar dated 08.09.2023.

Date of hearing: 26.09.2023

CORAM: HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE PRAKASH SHRIVASTAVA, CHAIRPERSON
HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE SUDHIR AGARWAL, JUDICIAL MEMBER
HON’BLE DR. A. SENTHIL VEL, EXPERT MEMBER

ORDER

1. This Original Application is registered on the basis of a news item
published in “Prabhat Khabar” dated 08.09.2023 disclosing the large-scale

sand mining in Jharkhand.

2. As per the report, there are 796 sand mining spots on riverbeds and
the mining is permitted only in 27 spots, but the illegal mining is going on
in large number of places. In the report, the district-wise details of the area,
where the illegal sand mining is going on in violation of the Sustainable
Sand Mining Guidelines, 2016 and Enforcement and Monitoring

Guidelines of Sand Mining, 2020, has been disclosed.

3. The above report raises the substantial issue relating to violation of
environmental norms. Hence, at this stage, we deem it proper to form a
joint Committee comprising of Member Secretary, Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB), Member Secretary, State Pollution Control Board (SPCB)
and the Principal Secretary, Environment Department, State of
Jharkhand. The Member Secretary, SPCB will act as the nodal agency for

coordination and compliance. The Committee will examine the issue of
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illegal mining at different spots disclosed in the report in depth and submit
the report along-with remedial measures before the Eastern Zone Bench

(EZB) of the Tribunal within 10 weeks.

4, Since the matter relates to the ‘EZB, Kolkata, therefore, it is
transferred to the EZB, Kolkata for appropriate further action. The Registry

is directed to transfer the record of this matter to EZB, Kolkata.

5. OA is accordingly disposed of for re-registration at the EZB, Kolkata.

Prakash Shrivastava, CP
Sudhir Agarwal, JM

Dr. A. Senthil Vel, EM
September 26, 2023

Original Application No. 566/2023
DV
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