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c BOATS SEIZED IN BIHAR POLICE OPERATION ON SONE
RIVER" APPEARING IN WWW.DOWNTOEARTH.ORG

DATED 22.12.2023
-VERSUS-

The State of Bihar & Others ... RESPONDENTS

Statement of fact on behalf of District Magistrate, Patna

1. That the instant Original Application was initiated and

registered Suo-Moto on the basis of news item titled "Sand

2
!
§

Mining : "20 arrested 40 big boats seized in Bihar Police
operation on Sone River" appearing in the downtoearth.org
dated 22.12.2023 taking cognizance of the matter, a notice

. was issued by the National Green Tribunal, Principal Bench,




E:

- New Delhi on 20.01.2024 to the District Magistrate, Patna

and Others with a direction to submit report on next date of
hearing i.e. 05.02.2024.

That pursuant to the directions the District Magistrate,
Patna requested the Senior Superintendent of Police to
submit a report of the incident. The District Mining Office,
Patna was also directed to submit the report. A meeting was
orgahized on 29.01.2024 with the officer concerned along
with Bihar State Pollution Control Board. Vide Letter No. 283
dated 27.01.2024, the District Mineral Development Officer,
Patna submitted its report to the District Magistrate, Patna.

Similarly a report from the Police Department was also

submitted.

Photocopies of the Letter No.
283 dated 27.01.2024 and
report dated 27.01.2024 are
annexed as Annexure — A

(Series).
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3-.' ~ That the Station House Officer of Bihta Police Station has
also su'b.mitted a recommendation for confiscation of the
seized boats in connection with Bihta P.S. Case No. 1272 of
2023 on 16.01.2024. The instant recommendation for
initiation of confiscation proceeding of 50 big boats was
given.

A Photocopy  of  the
recommendation dated
16.01.2024 of Station House
Officer of Bihta Police Station is
annexed as Annexure — B.

4. That it is very relevant to submit that the Police Inspector,
‘Rahul Kumar under the direction of the Superintendent of

Police, Patna vide letter no. 1934 dated 06.11.2023

e B AR,

proceeded to raid on 21.12.2023 at 6.00 P.M. near Village ~
— Pathloutia, Amnabad to check the illegal excavation of the

- mm‘;&*ﬁ\ sand. At around 13.20 hours near the Amnabad Sone Diara

\_}Q o .0&

Mg ‘%Area when the team reached, they found that around 40-50
., | O

467



i

A
4
:
é :
i
;

boats along with 100-150 persons were engaged in illegal
excavation of sand from the Sone river and after excavating
it the same were being transported through boats. Seeing
the pélice force the persons involved tried to run away but
after cordoning it off by the police about 20 peoples on 40
boats were apprehended and taken into custody. Their
names are mentioned in the First Information Report. After
due procedure all the 4.0 boats were seized as they were
invol've_d in illegal excavation of sand from the Sone river
after blocking the natural course of flow of the river at
Amnabad Area. On such request of Rahul Kumar, a First

Information Report was registered being Bihta P.S. Case No.

11272 of 2023 dated 22.12.2023, under sections 379, 411,

353, 120(8), 201 of the Indian Penal Code.

A Photocopy of the First
Information Report of Bihta
P.S. Case No. 1272 of 2023

dated 22.12.2023 along with
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entire seizure list are annexed
as Annexure — C (Series).
That this incident was perhaps reported by the
downtoearth.org on 22.12.2023 and the instant suo-moto
proceeding was initiated by the National Green Tribunal,
Principal Bench, New Delhi and notices were issued.
That on the basis of the reports received from the
concerned departments, the District Magistrate, Patna vide
letter no. 341 dated 02.02.2024 has submitted a detailed
report to the Additional Standing Counsel, Sri Azmat H.
Amanuilah to produce it before the Hon'ble Bench on the

date of hearing on 05.02.2024.

A Photocopy of the letter no.
341 dated 02.02.2024 along
with letter no. 315 dated
31.01.2024 is annexed as

Annexure — D (Series).
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That as it is relevant to state that the Sang Ghats of the
Patna District was settled for the period 2015-19 and
thereafter extended up till 30.09.2021. Thereafter the
process for settlement of the sand ghats was again initiated
but due to some litigations it could not be done.

That under the order of the Hon'ble Apex Court, the

B.S.M.C.L. has engaged contractors for sand mining activity

from time to time. In between times the sand mining was

prohibited and on such occasions.the illegal mining went on

rampant. That to stop the illegal excavation, storage and

trans:portation, the Collector, Patna vide memo no. 244
dated 27.01.2022 has issued an office order constituting
raid teams ih each Sub-Divisions. From perusal of the
Clause 4 of the office order it may be evident that Special
Institution to control the llegal excavation and

transportation through boats was referred. It was also
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Koilwar Bridge areas along with Maner, Sherpur and Bihta
area,

A Photocopy of the memo no.

244 dated 27.01.2022 is

~annexed as Annexure — E.

9.  That similarly the Mineral Development Officer, Patna has

requested  vide letter no. 1430 dated 31.05.2022 to

constantly vigil and supervise for illegal mining activity.

Other r.equests on various dates was also issued vide letter

no. 1161 dated 31.03.2023, letter no. 1968 dated

30.06.2023.

Photocopies of the lefter no.
) 1430 dated 31.05.2022, letter
) no. 1161 dated 31.03.2023
and letter no. 1968 dated
f\%: ______ : . .
gl . 30.06.2023 are annexed as

Annexure — F (Series).




10.

That in consonance with the aforesaid requests and
directions, the District Respondent Officials were very much
vigil on the spot at different areas and conducted regular
raids to stop the illegal excavation, storage and

transportation of sand. The tireless action taken by the

| respo'ndént authorities may duly be seen from the chart

prepared for 2022-23 up to March, 2023 wherein details of
raid, First Information Reports, seizures, penalties (in Rs.)
on _sand,.stone, metal, dust and earth. The aforesaid chart
clearly indicates that the respondent authorities are very
much conscious of the fact that illegal mining activity
causing loss to the ex-chequer has to be stopped. Similarly,

a tabular chart of 2023-24 up till 12.03.2024 is also

| prepared and submitted by the Mineral Development

Ofﬁcer,f Patna.
Photocopies of the tabular
chart of 2022-23 and 2023-24

(up to 12 March, 2024) are
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12,

annexed as Annexure — G
(Series).
That .as stated in the earlier paragraph that pursuant to the
direction of the National Green Tribunal, Principal Bench,
New Delhi with regard to O.A. No. 108 of 2024 to be heard
on 05.02.2024, a report was submitted by the District
Magistrate, Patna with. a detailed report of the District
M’-ining Office and Police Officials.
That the instant matter was heard on 05.02.2024 by the
Naticnal Green Tribunal, Principal Bench, New Delhi and
considering the reports submitted, the Tribunal has
impleaded the (i) Bihar State Pollution Control Board,

(ii)District Magistrate, Patna and (iii) RO-MoEF and CC as a

~ party respondent. Considering the substantial issue relating

to compliance of environmental norms, the Hon'ble Tribunal

further taking into account that the matter relates to

Eastern Zonal Bench, therefore, the instant O.A. No. 108 of

2024 is transferred to. Eastern Zonal Bench for further
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14.

appropriate action. Office was directed to transfer the

original records of the O.A. No. 108 of 2024 to Eastern

Zonal Bench, Kolkata to be listed on 22.03.2024.
That aforesaid development was informed by the counsel
appearing on behalf of the answering deponent through e-

mail dated 06.02.2024. In the said e-mail, it was informed

- that the matter has been transferred to the Eastern Zonal

-Bench, Kolkata to be taken up on 22.03.2024 and as District

Magistrate, Patna has been impleaded as party respondent,

therefore, the State of Bihar was directed to file its report

- within a period of three weeks.

That as the detailed report was submitted, therefore, the

instant report co'nsisting of letter no. 315 dated 31.01.2024,
letter no. 444 dated 12.02.2024 and letter no. 718 dated
02.03.2024 submitted by the Mineral Development Officer,
Patna is annexed herewith for producing it before the

Eastern Zonal Bench, Kolkata.
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Photocopies of the letter no.
315 dated 31.01.2024, letter
no. 444 dated 12.02.2024 and

718 dated

letter no.
02.03.2024 are annexed as
: Annexure — H (Series).

15. That in the light of the facts and circumstances, it is humbly
submitted that the answering deponent and the District
Mining Office, Patna are very much vigil on the illegal
excavation, storage and transportation of sand in the
district, fbr which they are leaving no stone unturned which

may be further perused from the tabular form chart of last

two years. In- such circumstances the instant Original

g,

Application may be disposed of in the similar terms.

g\«a\w‘“

e T
o A le—a  District Magistrate,
Patna.

e e, . .
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1. ThatI am-ggg,z:?éé 2 .;; i the petitioner. AFEI DAY Tand

as such am well acquainted with the facts and circumstances of the

case.

2, That the contents of this petition have been read over and
explained to me in Hindi, and I, having fully understood the same,
found that they are true and comect to the best of my personal

knowledge.
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