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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL, PRINCIPAL BENCH,
NEW DELHI
O.A. NO. 399 OF 2022
IN THE MATTER OF
Ram EkbalRai. ... APPLICANT
VERSUS

The State of Bihar &ors.. .... RESPONDENTS

REPORT ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT NO:1,2, 3 & 5.

I, Ashutosh, aged about 58 years, Son of Late Gurucharan Lal, residing at
House No: 01, Riding Road, Sheikhpura, Patna do hereby solemnly affirm

and state as follows: -

1. That I am Respondent No.3 and at present posted as Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest (HoFF), Government of Bihar, and as such I am
well aware of the facts and circumstances of the present matter. I am

competent and duly authorized to swear the present affidavit.

2. That the instant matter has been registered as an Original Application

on a letter petition filed by one Mr. Ram Ekbal Rai before this Hon’ble



Tribunal alleging therein that in Villages of Motipur block of District
Muzzafarpur hundreds of Veener Mills, Saw Mills and boiler-based

Plywood factories are operational due to which pollution is caused.

. That the instant matter was heard on 08.07.2022 when the Hon’ble
Tribunal was pleased to constitute a joint committee comprising of
Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, Government of Bihar, State
PCB, and District Magistrate, Muzzafarpur, to undertake site visit and
look into the grievances of the applicant and verify the factual position
and file a factual and action taken report. The State PCB was made

nodal agency for coordination and compliance.

. That the joint commuittee visited the site and carried on inspection from
10.08.2022 to 16.08.2022 and based on the findings of the inspection
the Joint committee prepared a report which was filed before the
Hon’ble Tribunal by respondent no. 04 on 26.09.2022. The inspection

report dated 16.08.2022 was annexed to the report dated 26.09.2022.

. That on 13.10.2022 when the matter was last heard the Hon’ble
Tribunal in view of the averments in the application and observations
in the report of the Joint Committee, considered it appropriate to have

response of (1) State of Bihar through Chief Secretary, Government of
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Bihar, (2) Principal Secretary, Department of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, Government of Bihar, (3) Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests (HoFF), Government of Bihar, (4) State PCB,
(5) Director General of Police, Bihar, and (6) District Magistrate,
Muzaffarpur, and accordingly impleaded them as respondents and

directed to file a reply.

. That it is humbly submitted that in State of Bihar Saw Mills are

regulated under the Bihar Saw Mill Regulation Act, 1990 (hereinafter
referred to as 'Act of 1990'). The preamble of the Act of 1990 reads as:
“An Act to make provision for regulating in the public interest the establishment
and operation of Saw Mills and Saw Pits and trade of sawing for the protection
and conservation of forest and the environment.”

Saw mill have been defined under Section 2 (g) of the Act of 1990 as:
"saw mill means the plant and machinery with which and the premises
including the precincts thereof in which or in any part of which sawing is carried
on with the aid of electrical or mechanical power. it shall also include veener
plywood manufacturing unit.”

The Veener plywood manufacturing unit has been included in
definition of saw mills by amendment in year 2002 in Bihar Saw Mills

(Regulation) Act, 1990.



A copy of  amendment
notification dated 20.04.2002 is

annexed as Annexure 1.

7. That from the above reproduced definition, it can be seen that a very
wide definition has been given to saw mill and it includes the plant and
machinery and the premises in which sawing is carried. Therefore, any
premises (be it house campus/ small shed area/ backyard of house) in
which sawing 1s done with help of plant and machinery is a saw mill as

per the Act of 1990.

. That Section 5 read with Section 1 (3) of the Act of 1990 provides that
from 1* May, 1990, no person shall establish a saw mill or a saw pit
except under the authority and subject to the conditions of a license
granted in that behalf under the Act of 1990. Further, the saw mill
existing on 1* May, 1990, also ought to obtain license under the Act of
1990 for operating the existing saw mills. However, in case of Veneer
and Plywood Industries this provision is applicable after the date of

amendment in the year 2002.

. That pursuant to order passed by the Hon’ble Tribunal dated

08.07.2022, the Joint committee carried inspection from 10.08.2022 to
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16.08.2022 and inspected around 158 Saw Mills, 166 Peeling Mill & 51
Plywood Mill.

Out of the 158 Saw Mills inspected, 8 have obtained license under the
Act of 1990 and as such these 8 saw mills were being operated legally.
The remaining 150 saw mills were being operated illegally without
obtaining a license under the Act of 1990 and as such all these 150 saw
mills have been seized by sealing as per the provisions of the Act of
1990 and also prosecution have been launched against such 150 saw
mills.

With respect to 166 peeling mills, it 1s stated that 7 peeling mills were
being operated with a valid license under the Act of 1990. The
remaining 159 peeling mills were being operated illegally without a
valid license and as such the said 159 peeling mills have been seized by
sealing and prosecution have also been launched/will be launched
against the said 159 peeling mills.

With respect to Plywood mills it is stated that, out of 51 plywood mills
inspected, 3 were operating under a valid licence issued under the Act
of 1990; 14 units are plywood pasting units which have been exempted
from obtaining licence under the Act of 1990 vide decision taken by the
State Level Committee on 26.09.2019 and the remaining 34 plywood

mills were operating without a valid licence and as such 34 plywood
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mills have been seized by sealing and prosecution have also been
launched/will be launched against the said 34 plywood units.

A copy of the action taken report
dated 28.12.2022 is annexed and

marked as Annexure-2.

10. That regarding the exempted 14 plywood mills it is submitted
and stated that the State Level Committee, constituted under order
dated 05.10.2015 of Hon'ble Supreme Court in WP (c) no. 202/95, had
in its meeting held on 26.09.2019 taken decision to keep the Plywood
Pasting units established before the order dated 29.10.2002 of Hon'ble
Supreme Court in WP (c) no. 202/95 and operating without any facility
for veneer and sawn timber production exempt from ambit of obtaining
license under Bihar Saw Mills (Regulation) Act, 1990. A notice in this
regard was also published in news paper by State Government. Taking
the said decision into consideration action has not been initiated

against the 14 plywood mills.

A copy of minutes of meeting
dated 26.09.2019 and notice
published in news paper are

annexed as annexure 3 and 3/1.

11. That in view of above it is humbly submitted that action under

the Act of 1990 has been taken against all the saw mills which were
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being operated illegally without obtaining a licence. Such units have

been seized by sealing under Section 8 of the Act of 1990.

12. That a meeting was also held under the Chairmanship of the
Chief Secretary, Bihar, on 26.12.2022 to monitor the action taken
against the saw mills. In the said meeting, the District Magistrate,
Muzzafarpur, informed that the units were seized by sealing. Further,
he also informed that steps were being taken to ensure that the unit does
not come in operation again, i.e. a sign board has been installed with a
direction to not come in operation and also loudspeaker announcement
were being made for not coming in operation without obtaining a valid

license and other necessary statutory clearances.

A copy of the minutes of the meeting
held on 26.12.2022 is annexed and

marked as Annexure-4.

13. That in view of above stated facts, it 1s humbly submitted that
appropriate action as provided under the Act of 1990 has been taken
against the erring saw mills operating in Motipur Block of Tirhut Forest
Division, Muzzafarpur, with the District Administration,

Muzzafarpur, has taken necessary steps to ensure that such units do



114

not come in operation without obtaining licence and statutory

clearances.

14. I have gone through the contents of the report and understood

the same and the annexure is true copy of its original.

DEPONENT



not comé in operation without obtaining licence and statutory

clearances.

14, I have gone through the contents of the report and understood

the same and the annexure is true copy of its original.
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TO AMEND THE BIHAR SAW M [LL (REGULATION)
ACT, 1990.

Beitenacted by thc Leglslaturc !of the Sta[e Blh'mn thc thty -
Third Year of the Republic of India ; As followsi— - *

1. Short title, extent and commencement.— : :
(1) This Act may be called The Bihar Mills (Regulauon)




o feg e (@raenen) 22 o, 2002
@I shall-extend to the whole of the State of Bihar.

‘ "(f’j) 1t shall come into force at once. - o
. 2.Amendment of section-2 of the Bihar Saw (Regulation)

Act, 1990.—Section 2 (G) of the above

!l
|
|
i
|
i
|
f

tilc'f_o‘lIQWing:—.l

1 "2(G) "Saw Mill" means the plant machinery with iiwhich'

and the premises including the precincts there of in which or’in any

»art which sawing is carried with ihe aid of electrical mec

hanical
2 e ey
1éer plywood manufacturing unit .

?owe{r.'lt shall also include ver

U T & aRa
l I : p e e,
!

|
|
|
|
]
1
|
[
|
!

e, Wi gRmed, e, gt & AR |
| Rarevr AT (ATATUTI) . 168 SEAT + ﬁ‘(oi’rotﬁo-——ﬂlﬁwﬂ

Act shall be substituted by
s wo

mﬁﬂiﬁ o Fe ard ¥ o ﬁasr-m, qEAT & Iﬁﬁr‘fﬂﬁ’l qar

118



119

13

; %MXM—L

forRgd a1 WS, TITHRIR

EHRTRA
i & yaR | R sers o saefa A iR
a¥=r i | e | (AT 06.122022 | fAER
(fe=ii® 10.08.2022—16.08. sifer fefe, 1990 B
2022 a@ f&d A Frlteor 3r=eife)
& Aoy faawef) qoj oY
(feiT 28.12.2022
e @ aegfafd) - :
Eell 158 11 GIIIQIﬁc_vl' sl Uq
8 : 150 150 0 Hrere= T Tar vg 9y
. W Iuee 9 T |
fferT et 176 7 159 159 0 IR et B el | g
gl 47, 62, 128, 158, 164,
167—169, 172—173 &I FAUGHA
& THerawy 159 AT THIS B
rafRerd €|
‘k_ﬂlé 81 ffer oo amfRd Su @
3= 3 48 34 0 ford wfea wogerda afaf
FI fesie 26.00.2019 B
aaifsrg 4% # FEiaE!
oTelE 3 14 SHEAT B g
B T 1T |
| & 385 18 | 387 343 0
S 2323 faeTd— 28.12.2022
yfaferfd — e 4w a9 WREd (HoFF) fagrR ger / &g HE 99 OReTd, JOIahRgR [/ a9 e,
HOTHHRGR STael, FolahRyy b Iared wHfdd | i enil el
g yHSd

ﬁ?gaaﬁmagaml




{\ X - 120
Y el
R BRTI—IE & a9 WRerd, [gR, e |

feer @me smenRa Seiw & fav TRT v wldw Wi @) Reuaie
26.09.2019 &I 3AMIIfSd 986 H1 HrdarE) —

Suferfa

1. 3t vHogHo Hierd), smogovo D= 3feTey
U I 99 GReTs, fde8r

2. ot a9 /AR gETE, *Moa0wo - LRSS

Y YT T g GRETS,
& I, aferr vd favar, fer

3. Few® /R e, SeinT frT, iR wer — RS
(srgufRerd)

4. =ff To H0 UTU=LY, Hod0d0 — RS
vy e, R g 99 faer fivm, gedr |

5. g7 HETH (Hw1Y) ~ R
WW(@),W,W@W ( Sr))
YR H3Teld, IRd TRHR

6. o == Ri, woaodo S S 5 30 B 1
7 RETH (&Terd)

d5® B PRIEE URH FRA U eus ERT WMl Wexdl @ W@ fba
T U9 AEW W9 6 98P B SIIATE AW BRA BT RN BT T4 | e AR
gNT AR B qar T 5 Ay Seedw e BN ers e SEnt @
IO U9 A w fefd =nfie ety @ o W WRg wReR ERT R Ry
%WW%IWWWWWWWWWW@@W
ARG SMeNfie gaedl & orgefis &1 wdiaver & oy wefta fAval @@ Bvky B -
ST 2 |

2. Y99 WXPR ERT Y TG 9 WReTh, 48R &Y aregerar § o1 § e
mwrﬁaaﬁﬁaﬁwmmqﬁﬁﬁwﬁmﬁﬁﬁmﬁwﬁﬁuﬁﬁﬁgwﬁm
|fAfa @1 T fRar T # ) 39 WRl g v awg @ wden e vd g § oo
STTRT SN B e, ey 37 qur ey &1 Fdewer i GaRg o vt
R o & ford A1 26.00.2019 B o5 M v Frifea vl w fofly B
T~

E:/rak doc/ Baithak / Bihar Kasth Udhyog Baithak dt. 26.09.19 :



121

1. aa‘zmaﬁﬁswa}aﬂmwﬁﬁwﬁ?ﬁaﬁaﬁaaﬁaﬁaa?ﬂmg
fofg — -
\’T

wmaﬁfa?m—ﬁmfa%amzﬁvgmﬁﬂmﬁaﬂs‘ﬁﬁﬁmm S
RAiP—11.002017 & TPhed B gRT RA—Fy § FAEE B §Y o0 wRT AR B
ofdd g fbar A 6 wfafa oo smenRa SR @ sEfa & Fdwwer & wfed
HafRT g9 garia SfeeTRAl &1 gearaiford #% aadl |

"R @1 T wxEn T B vy § ere snena St @ ford wan
e anfl o6 8 991 2 ok I8 WReR & fIureiw 2| i Refy & o 2016 |
B MR SUNT &1 el &1 Fdexor 781 by I | Il & oo @
Wi g1 g2 2 9T TR g & S F gAH § S HfoAs B W 2

Affd gr1 39 vy )R-t o~ wda=fa @ a7 fofg foar man
f5 M ®ree smenRd S $1 a9 yHvSd URIRIGRI—A8—su- Ugier gRT qd
4 ey @ T of, I rEifd &1 TdieRer 9§ 2016,2017,2018 AT 2019
feamr a% & ford faftad g ara = fvar <y |

ay 2020 ¥ 2024 TF d Ufg Iul d @Y @ fou e & ey @
IRV U B R A fBar S| 39d o srFfkaemd #7 emded @ | urd aut @
Jafer & folg us € aR H 10,000 /%0 IFT Yob & ®Y H THT HRAT | T
arded U FdHxv Yoo fAftad e feamR 2019 # amvy fiver miferst gy o faa
ST U 99 YHUSd URTOBRI—H8—3reTue USIerhrel gRT S-ad 2020 & fafdae dfw
aul & ford Srgeif fFifd @) SRrft| fIER ReR & Haew HWo 2675, RAT6—30.08.2010
W oy H T el den R fiet O wen fuiRa $ T 2| 39 anee d sEfy
yrt IRT el B aie g e wR w g R et & adgdr @ s ')
R g ® T 2 3 gl ® i wied iy o siftm wu @ weEly ur
e B UM B PR Pl A SRR e ure omRT fiet & erwf @1 weRd wdexor
fhar S RET o1 | Sy H FTS BT SUALTT AT §HD AR W ART el /R el
@ Heare b1 gAFuRe R g FRaE B o & ¥ 39 e ¥ @R ey
IR w7 el @ srgEf BT 59 @ @7 Adeww qd @ Wiy we &€
AyEfd w9 F fHar s |

g9 g & a9 wHved veiert WR 9 9 rgefaund ey firer
Hifer! B SUSTE HRIg S R ITH ST U Yob iy GGHI ART At wifere
DI I BT BT far ST |

E:/rak doc/ Baithak / Bikar Kasth Udhyog Baithak dt. 26.09.19 2



Plywood-Pasting Units @1 am@ﬁﬁr S | 9ER 3@ SH @ 6de94922
AT STaan graTed & gHe fA1$—19.03.2019 T wAfGT ufodew # feer w=u &
wEss /URET shial & ford o1 T srqeran faa &

" 8 (IX) the plywood units should be divided into two categories (a)
plywood units with facility/ machine for veneer/ sawn timber production
and F(b) plywood units without any facility / machines for veneer/sawn
timber production (plywood pasting units). The plywood pasting units
established prior to the order dated 30.10.2002 of the Hon'ble Supreme
Court, after verifying the date of establishment, may be considered for
grant of license. For the plywood units with facilities / machines for
veneer / sawn timber production, based on the timber availability,

appropriate number of permissible units may be decided ; and."

D UG ARl W U S B HEA STdd SIEed R
faT$—30.03.2012 &1 UIRT TSy # WAl U™ @ T | o v Refy 4 39 widss
vd R gl R aReR # e fra o AfRR fra 78 2 ek ¥ dae widse
fHor va 9ReT &1 1 FRa § oI s ford faffar sik R oo siawgs AT §
9IEY | WIS BRI €, BT A UK A P! e IS DI TR ¥ | T Tewrel s
8 e A Pl ATIHAT T1 § AR 7 B TR rgefa & 9 ek A7 & g od
DI AT BT TdIHR0T BT A | BT MRa S @ o gArRy o w® e
@ elie H 3R fvig o SR | doper 39 A @ el § are @ 18”7 A
AN B IR JIAE T, ThAID! I=I P, JUAT &7d1 IR &v1 # ge 2|
39 A & IUW W 99 TAvSH USINGER B A AT ShY IE B PR G |

faffar firelt & off ol i 2 o @ 18" =N © ARy e &) g
M B AR Thrilfh I=IT B AT &Fa faIR FRA &) Ge 59 77 & Ao
fou o &1 fAvfa ferar an 5 9 oow iR AT § RAW MATERIAL & %0 § $ad
9 @ISl B WA B fore fdeR @1 td e 99 SaH (aifaed faftae)
fraraell § gRass e vF U HRA H BT UM @ TE 8| 3 Gay § 9= 39
Y BT TP WYY U5 HEOd a9 Yo USSR BT FAfdT B 81T |
3. fafax el vd wirdqs—iReT seim @ v uRada & ey 39—

9 favg W fgymr grr fRAie—21.002019 @1 fafer e g
g ge—URCT e & wHifeld! & |iT g8 9@ # fie Wferd! gr sarar b
9P ERT a9 JAvSH URIRGRI-H8—Jeud USItar) & driey § 9o fdl @
BTG DI YT el WA TR ReRY & ford Ry v adeat w fofy 98 fran

E:/rak doc/ Baithak / Bihar Kasth Udhyog Baithak dt. 26.09.19 3



123

mawwa%ﬁaa%wm%mﬁmmammwm
Y ¥ T © | >
ﬁrﬁmﬁaﬁawwﬁg@ﬁwﬁvmaﬁwmwmﬁaﬁﬁ
THIRIG 31 T3 2 | et Aiferel @ 39 BfoEal R wRe vy 9 fer-fand o wfafy
gt gg v forar mn f5 AR Al @ aRgs—aReT sart & wifas a1 ymvsa
TSR & $afad H WE gRads &7 Aded 97 € O S oreiuRia 30 At @
I THET e HRA @I gregar s8R | Sfdeddl bl ATded bl Uh M ufy
AT WIFARRY I & a9 YAvSd YIS &1 qd ga1 & w9 # oft 3o+ 861 |
3%30ﬁ’ﬁfﬁ'34"3"\'WﬁmﬁméﬁﬁDeemedperﬁissiOnW
SR | eR iR el w6 widge—aReT Sart &1 v uReds ®iam & o i
Rerfer § 77 WM W SERT RId &9 & SR Sl §RT 981 99 YHYSd JQTRrdne
B 15 oAl @& ez e wu I ST e @ gEer ) SRl ek wdfdd ae
TAvSH UEIEBRI gRT 39 3104 Afiea # WutRd wx e gar ey Wy 9y @
3T 30 f&Al & 3rex &1 O | 59 Hay # &M W1 WU fF YR TR gRT ST
DS AERG I (=T iR fafvamm) fRen—frden, 2016 @7 &g 7 # F=fofaa
UIGETE &1 Socia= F&1 81 aATfey—
" 7(3i0) (@) WG /WE ISy &9 (@R ISdl & 3N, Midedn
srfergferT g+ sferar wRfE e @ A ¥ g & Hay H, Fre smRa
SN B AFANE Wditd O™ /HERd 99 b AFA 9w
AT/ Bed AfER u | @y fane s /srHeE @
IR YT BT A &1 g,
q, Jsb & fHIR/Neld & FIR /AR & IR & geaRmoei 1
Bleax ey aftNfoa aaf srar wfdm et & I | 10
freirier @t gag & & i, S ft &4 =1
(@) e ARG T B FAeead Aftgfd o= sear wxfera &5 @1
A A g @ @ RUE, U sienfire |usT srrar tah Ay e §
e fear o aear 2"
i sTfeRgfer wrhfad 99 a3 a1 R & @ A A 10
fpeidier ga ¢ @ xR & wre omRa St # A/
IR 1 A 8rft |

4. ;ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁmﬁwwméﬁaﬁﬁaﬁwmﬁ
Hee #Ai—

fei®d 21.00.2019 @ Jo & B =ferel grT garr T & s fBa
Aiferpl R 3+ d€ |f & | giell & 8q e Ry o € o w faofy A€
forar 9T 8| 399 9 $fodrs 8 W8 2| 9 gRT 39 vy W) wge =t @Y e

E:/rak doc/ Baithak / Bihar Kasth Udhyog Baithak dt. 26.09.19 4

TJ\



WW@WWWWWﬁW%W
mﬁwﬁwﬁrﬁaéﬁ@%ﬁaﬁm@ﬂwﬁﬂélﬁ%ﬁmﬁa/
ﬁrﬁmﬁa/‘a@g@qﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁwﬁzﬁw&ﬂﬂmﬁmml

¥ ) - #fl ToBo yHETE, roa0wo :
e /sy frder, s 3R U9 H& a9 EReTp, T & 99 6Rersh, fagw |
faurT, faer wrar | B T, e v

faem |
ﬁ’u’ﬂ\ﬁ w3/, - bE '

A ¥ RAE, mmoaodto T WD (H<1) # To Bo grvRT, wroq0wo
I e (qREaTery) a2 Frafera (), gafazor usy fAees, fAer wog a9
faer, ge| 97 U9 Sefarg gRad Hamer, fawra fam, wemr |
YRA RP |

smis- 9599 feqie— 01/ 16 (201 9

gfafoif— woft &fe e o7 e /PR, aRRerfiet v gafagr,
e/ 9 Tv avers /Wﬂmmwﬁ%ﬁﬁmmwﬁaé%
éﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁvhmaﬁwﬁﬁﬁaﬁm@ﬂﬁmm

Wrﬁamﬁawamwgw%
1>

2&\9
UETH R T HREd, NER

E:/rak doc/ Baithak / Bihar Kasth Udhyog Baithak dt. 26.09.19 5



125

19

. S T
‘n

4 X

Tw- 9699.  Rww-oL]je [20/9
gfafeifd— wer wfem, ggfere, @9 vd Siearg oRadw fawmr, fQer

WHR Bl I Ud ATa%qd HRag 2 UNa |
>a2|s|\VF
HWH@JWW%%FYL



%hﬁmu}u& 8>/

yataew o2 Ty s vitads e W ST @ gm%%? fom-fdvit &

sy A fRgw qog A wee anfla seaet @ worwn gy el W

wed oo e /g warem @ fafrafin e anfe faway uv frvba g

oy by W e # gro W gen O ooy, R # senem 3 0w 9

"oy von widtn wifdy ofda @ owf 814

aw oon wodm @i B Rais-s0e201s W www fowm A Pt

wgcaget Pyt fag ag @ -

s ang snfla S (o e ) @ aeqets @ adeen g ol 20t @
aftn wuel & wam & @R gra Pt fvo wa & B R gl @ a=
uwgS TEET-we—sewr vaRied g gd & seet gem @l &
T ey m afherr ot 2018 2017, 2018 e 2019 fReowe we & Ay
faiyey e ey v e o

2 wriys-tfen o 4 gk R oites & s e o R B o

fawr= wwdl wwe A e feu am & @ seEi o A @ g wRe
#nd 8

3 Afae Ml 3§ P gatn g s @ 1 ana @ 3w Be S0 @ aelia
TR W e g ey e oY werd g 23 o Peta faa i 8

|« o At crdan- 2t ga ® v oRut e @ v & P

Fora vy i et el e vy it 8 A R G oy o ot

# Ty 30 fE & e gee Qe apmad @ s gra andea |

Y v w38 wow F wele o9 e A 8 & areh)
s w1 B A gedd gewn @ e Aaew iy W guen @A @
dHau AP i R e et ow dea tes e A P Qe R

T O S e wEd f o & gee ween 3T A anier® w |

QY O W wE |
uftfl o wrdwd o A wrwe® ferfio ez forest.bihnicin @

ﬁammmmmﬂwmm - Pred fag A o |

1 pa Mo BETH Eoretrt 30T 6.3 pegEees o eworror wrbOwes

126



AVNEXRE— A

MINUTES OF MEETING CONVENED UNDER THE CHARIMANSHIP
OF THE CHIEF SECRETARY, BIHAR, ON 26.12.2022 710
MONITOR THE PROGRESS OF WORKS ON THE ISSUE AS RAISED
IN O.A. NO. 399 OF 2022, '

An O'riginal Application (0.A.) has been filed beforé the Hon'ble
National Green Tribunal, Principal Bench, New Delhi, raising the issue
that in Villages of motipur block of District Muzzafarpur hundreds of
veener mills, saw mills and boiler based Plywood factories are
operational due to which pollution is caused,

The instant matter was heard on 08.07.2022 when the Hon'ble
Tribunal was pleased to constitute a joint committee to undertake site
visit and look into the grievances of the applicant and verify the factual
position and file a factual and action taken report, Accordingly, the
joint committee visited the site and found that the allegation made in
the application were trye and around 370 veener mills, saw mills and
boiler based Plywood factories were being operated in motipur block of
District Muzzafarpur without obtaining a valid license and clearances
from the authorities. A report, inter-alia, containing the findings of the
Inspection was filed before the Hon'ble Tribunal,

The Hon'ble Tribunal Upon considering the report, vide its order dated
13.10.2022, impleaded (1) State of Bihar through Chief Secretary,
Government of Bihar, (2) Principal Secretary, Department of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of Bihar, (3)
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HOFF), Government of Bihar (4)
State PCB, and (5) Director General of Police, Bihar, and (6) District

Magistrate, Muzaffarpur, as respondent’s No. 1 to 6 and have sought
their response.,
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The following members were present in the meeting: -

~ Sl. No. : o Naise ==
e | The Chief Secretary, Bihar, A
J : ‘ |‘
T S|

N 2. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF), |

Government of Bihar,

| —— —_—
| e, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Environment

/

|
| Climate Change, and Wetland, Bihar, Patna. !

!
4, Inspector General of Police, Tirhut Range, |

| Muzaffarpur, |
'”'"‘“Sf"—‘"—mﬁﬁéﬁ istrict Magistrate, Muzaffar el > .
| !
: 6. Senior Superintendent of Police, Muzaffarpur,
| 7. | Divisional ‘Forest Officer, Tirhut Forest Division |
| Muzzafarpur. !
e w Member-Secretary, Bihar "'§5E=;“PBW&T6H“5ntF6J“{

Board, Patna.

)

The Member—Secretary, Bihar State Pollution Control Board, Patna,
informed that since the passing of the last order dated 13.10,2022,
action has been taken against the illegal mills/units being operated in
Motipur block of District Muzzafarpur and 362 such units have been
sealed/uprooted/closed as reported by the Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests (HOFF), Government of Bihar, Patna.

The District Magistrate, Muzzafarpur, informed that illegal units have

been sealed/Closed and it is being regularly monitored that such units
does not come in Operation again.

The Chief Secretary, Bihar, directed, the District Magistrate,
Muzzafarpur "to ensure that the units shall not come in operation
without obtaining necessary license and clearances,

With above decision, the meeting ended with vote of thanks.

(o

Chief Secretary2! "]3.272
Government of Bihar




