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“Sewage reversal poses health risks to Adambakkam residents”

News Item in The Times of India newspaper, Chennai Edition dated 12th December 2021




CHENNAI: Sewage reversal and poor storm water drains are a perennial problems for
residents of Shantiniketan Apartments on City Link road at Adambakkam. Since the apartment
is located in zone 12 while the City Link road comes under zone 13, officials from zone 12 and
13 of the Chennai Corporation and Metrowater should work together to provide a lasting
solution, say residents, exasperated by the problem that haunts them after every rain. “We
have 70 children in our apartment and once a child contracts a disease it turns a cluster soon.
GCC officials visit, clear the sludge and leave whenever we raise a complaint. But what we need
is a permanent solution,” said J Raja, joint secretary of Shantiniketan Owners Welfare
Association (SOWA). Every year sewage reversal and related issues leave at least 10% of the
residents with diseases like Diarrhoea, he said. “We want the storm drains to be cleared. We
are ready to reconstruct our drainage network. If the Greater Chennai Corporation and
Metrowater come up with a plan we could coordinate and put an end to this problem,” said M

K Padmanaban, executive member of SOWA.

The road connecting Race vVew colony, Guindy and Brindavan Nagar is also inundated
every monsoon making it difficult for the residents and commuters. When asked about these
complaints, a corporation official told TOI: “A proposal to build a storm water drain was given
last year and it has been sanctioned. A drain (4x4)linking the City Link road and Velachery Lake
will be constructed soon”. A Metrowater official said that during monsoon there was no flow in
storm water drain and hence there was reversal. The issue is been rectified and flow is normal
now. “We are responsible only for the terminal chamber and we’ve been clearing it whenever

there is an issue,” she added.



