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Report submitteqd by Andhra Pradesh Pollution Control Board in
0.A No 14 of 2021(SZ) as Suo-motu based on E - magazine, BBC,
st n

21= December 2020 on “Water Pollution: will Vizag be another Eluru

L TheIOriginal Application (0.A) No. 14 of 2021(SZ) was suo-motu registered by the
Hon'ble National Greep Tribunal (NGT), Southern Zone (SZ), Chennai on the basis of
reports published in E - magazine, BBC, 215t December 2020 on “Water Pollution: will
Vizag be another Elyry” on the allegations that water pollution in Meghadrigedda is
causing concern to the people of Visakhapatnam, water supplied by Greater
Visakhapatnam Municipal Corporation (GVMC) is contaminated in many places.

2.

It is submitted that the main sources of water for the people of Visakhapatnam are from

Meghadrigedda Reservoir, Mudasarlova Reservoir, Raiwada Reservoir, Tatipudi reservoir
and Gambhiramgedda reservoir.

3. The Hon'ble Tribunal in its order dated 26.10.2021 directed the Andhra Pradesh Pollution
Control Board (APPCB) to submit report on quality of the water and the result of the
analysis to come to conclusion regarding the nature of quality of water and weather water
Is contaminated or not, if so what are the remedial measures to be taken. Also, directed to
weather the sediments from the reservoir have been collected and tested so as to

ascertain as to whether there was any possibility of industrial effluent being mixed or
drained in the reservoir.

4. As per the direction the Hon'ble NGT, the APPCB carried out water sampling in following 5
No.s reservoirs supplying drinking water to GVMC and analysed the drinking water
parameters as per prescribed standards of Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) 1S 10500:
2012 drinking water

i.  Meghadrigedda Reservoir
ii. Mudasarlova Reservoir
iii. Gambhiram Gedda Reservoir
iv. Raiwada Reservoir
v. Thatipudi Reservoir

5. The APPCB collected sediment samples from the above reservoirs and inlet drains and
analysed for metals. As per the analysis, the concentrations of Chromium, Copper, Zinc,
Arsenic, Cadmium, Lead, Mercury, Iron, Manganese and Nickel in the sediments were
below Canadian Sediment Quality guidelines for the protection of aquatic life, CCME, 2001.

6. The APPCB collected ground water samples on 29.11.2021 and 30.11.2021 from nearby
bore wells of 5 no. reservoirs and analysed the drinking water parameters as per
prescribed standards of Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) IS 10500: 2012 drinking water.

7.The APPCB submitted report before the Hon’ble NGT, Chennai on 04.05.2022 submitting
that as per the analysis results of water quality of reservoirs and ground water samples
near reservoirs are meeting the prescribed BIS Standards which is fit for drinking
purpose. The sediment quality of reservoirs for metals is good as per Canadian Sediment
Quality guidelines for the protection of aquatic life, CCME, 2001 and there is no need for
remediation of 5 No.s reservoirs supplying the drinking water to GYMC,

8. Itis submitted that under National Water Monitoring Programme (NWMP) the APPCB is
collecting water samples from Meghadrigedda Reservoir on monthly basis and analyzed
for physico chemical (16 parameters), Bacteriological (2 parameters), heavy metals (10
parameters). As per the analysis of the samples, it is observed that the physico chemical
parameters and heavy metals are within the prescribed standards of drinking water as per



pureau of Indian Standards (BIS) IS 10500: 2012. It is common phenomenon finding total

coliforms in reservoirs storing surface water. All Municipalities employ disinfection
through chlorination to make water free from coliforms and pathogens for supply of safe
drinking water to public, Hence, the water of Meghadrigedda Reservior s fit for drinking
purpose after disinfection. The analysis also indicates no contribution of industrial
wastewater contamination. Copy of consolidated analysis report of Meghadrigedda
Reservoir is submitted as Annexure.

9. The GVMC is also drawing water from the remaining 4 reservoirs and supplying to the
public in Visakhapatnam after pretreatment.

10. This report is submitted for kind consideration. The APPCB will abide by all such
directions as the Hon'ble Tribunal may deem fit and appropriate.

Place: Visakhapatnam
—— Nean K
' 3
Dt: 01.03.2024 ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEE
AP POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD,
REGIONAL OFFICE, VISAKHAPATNAM

Environmental Engineer
A.P Pollution Control Board
Regional Office, Visakhapatnam
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