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BEFORE THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
SOUTHERN ZONE, CHENNAI

Original Application No. 123 of 2022 (SZ)

IN THE MATTER OF:

Gottimukkala Suresh Reddy & Ors. ... APPLICANTS
VS

The District Collector & DLSC, Chairman, Telangana &

ors. .... RESPONDENTS

ADDITIONAL AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF THE MINISTRY OF

ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE (RESPONDENT No.

5)

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH:

[,Tarun Kathula aged about 45 years, currently working as
Director/Scientist ‘F’ in the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEF&CC), Integrated Regional Office, Hyderabad, do hereby

solemnly affirm and state as under:-

1. That I, in my official capacity of Director/Scientist ‘F’ in the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Hyderabad i.e.
Respondent No. 5 in the above mentioned matter, am conversant
with the facts and circumstances of the case on the basis of official
records, and as such authorized and competent to swear this
affidavit.

2. That it is humbly submitted that the present matter came up for
hearing before this Hon’ble Bench on 22.02.2023 and the Hon’ble

Tarun Kathula
Director/Scientist 'F' (C)
A Integrated Regional Office,

Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change
Aranya Bhavan, Hyderabad, Telangana-500 004.
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Bench directed the answering Respondent to file an additional

affidavit. The case proceedings is reproduced as below-

“2. Though the MoEF&CC has filed a counter, it has not
specifically answered our query as to whether when the
excavation of sand is utilized for commercial purposes, it would
attract permission from either the SEIAA or the MoEF&CC in the
form of Environmental Clearance. Therefore, they are directed to

file an additional affidavit specifically answering this question.”

3. That it is stated that the definition of mining is defined u/s 3(d) of the
Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 is

“(d) “mining operations” means any operations undertaken for the

purpose of winning any mineral......

4. That it is further submitted that Answering respondent issued EIA
Notification dated 14th September 2006 which requires certain
projects to obtain prior Environmental Clearance (“EC”) before any
construction work in case of new projects or expansion and
modernization of existing projects or activities. The Schedule to the
Notification details the categories or projects or activities which
require prior Environmental Clearance. In the said notification there
is Schedule which lists the projects or activities requiring prior
environmental clearance. As per schedule item 1 (a) states the mining
of minerals as project activity which requires prior environment
clearance.

5. That it is further submitted that as per the provision mentioned in
Notification dated 28.03.2020, the answering respondent states
exemption of Certain Cases from Requirement of Environmental
Clearances. The list of the exemption cases as per the Notification is

mentioned below:

(\ | Tarun Kathula

N
' ( \ Director/Scientist 'F' (C)
~ “Integrated Regional Office,
Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change
Aranya Bhavan, Hyderabad, Telangana-500 004.
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“The following cases shall not require Prior Environmental

Clearance, namely:-

1. Extraction of ordinary clay or sand by manual mining, by
the Kumhars (Potter) to prepare earthen pots, lamp, toys,

etc. as per their customs.

2. Extraction of ordinary clay or sand by manual mining, by

earthen tile makers who prepare earthen tiles.

3. Removal of sand deposits on agricultural field after flood

by farmers.

4. Customary extraction of sand and ordinary earth from
sources situated in Gram Panchayat for personal use or

community work in village.

5. Community works, like, de-silting of village ponds or
tanks, construction of village roads, ponds or bunds
undertaken in Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment and Guarantee Schemes, other Government

sponsored schemes and community efforts.

6. Extraction or sourcing or borrowing of ordinary earth for

the linear projects such as roads, pipelines, etc.

7. Dredging and de-silting of dams, reservoirs, weirs,
barrages, river and canals for the purpose of their

maintenance, upkeep and disaster management.

8. Traditional occupational work of sand by Vanjara and

Oads in Gujarat vide notification number GU/ 90(1 6)/ MCR-
Tarun Kathula '

Director/Scientist 'F' (C) 2
\ __Integrated Regional Office,
\\ ‘ Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change

Aranya Bhavan, Hyderabad, Telangana-500 004
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2189(68)/ 5-CHH, dated the 14th February, 1990 of the

Government of Gujarat.

9. Manual extraction of lime shells (dead shell), shrines, etc.,

within inter tidal zone by the traditional community.
10. Digging of wells for irrigation or drinking water purpose.

11. Digging of foundation for buildings, not requiring prior

environmental clearance, as the case may be.

12. Excavation of ordinary earth or clay for plugging of any'
breach caused in canal, nallah, drain, water body, etc., to
deal with any disaster or flood like situation upon orders of
the District Collector or District Magistrate or any other

Competent Authority.

13. Activities declared by the State Government under

legislations or rules as non-mining activity.”

Accordingly, the project/activities which do not fall under the ambit
of the exemption as specified in above mentioned notification shall
be governed in accordance to the provision mentioned under EIA
Notifications, 2006 and its subsequent amendment time to time. The
copy of the notification S.0. 1224 (E) dated 28.03.2020 is annexed

herein and marked as ANNEXURE R5/1.

That the answering respondent vide notification SO 1886 (E) dated
20.04.2022 has delegated the power to the State Level Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) to grant of Environmental
Clearance to all minor minerals irrespective of mine lease area. A
copy of notification marked as ANNEXURE R5/2.

i Tarun Kathulg ™ * =
\ Director/Scientist 'F' (C)
\ Integrated Regional Office,

Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change
Aranya Bhavan, Hyderabad, Telangana-500 004.
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7.That in view of the aforementioned facts and circumstances, this Hon’ble

Tribunal may kindly be pleased to pass appropriate order(s).

DEPONENT

Tarun Kathula

Director/Scientist 'F' (C)
Integrated Regional Office,
Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change

VERIFICATION Aranya Bhavan, Hyderabad, Telangana-500 004,

I, the above named deponent do hereby verify that the contents
of the above affidavit are true and correct on the basis of official
record maintained by the Respondent No. 5 in daily course of its
business, no part of it is false and nothing material has been

concealed there from.

Verified at Hyderabad on this the 7t day of March,2023.

Co’

DEPONENT

Tarun Kathula
Director/Scientist 'F* (C)
__Integrated Regional Office,
\linistry of Environment Forest and Climate Change
Aranya Bhavan, Hyderabad, Tela ngana-500 004.
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AT
EXTRAORDINARY
W [—avE 3—IT-§9L (i)
PART II—Section 3—Sub-section (ii)

T & Wi
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

o 1088] 75 faeelY, afET, AT 28, 2020/ 8, 1942
No. 1088] NEW DELHIL SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 2020/CHAITRA 8, 1942
wataer, 3 i STy i dEed

% fa=<it, 28 714, 2020

H.A., 1224(F).—afaw &3 (@sirem) afdfay 2020 (2020 77 2), @9 o afas F@wm
i) aftfem, 1957 (1957 &1 67) (Fdr zai <ok TeaTq URUHETE At F&y 4 §) g 10
FEH, 2020 F THTET dorrae [T T € o0 o aTar F |9 ey Rata F daer F o guddt 7

oA 7% €T3 89 FT A 7ATIA AT 97 8;

s, mrraREr o £ g 8w it 99T (2) 9% IuE™ wear § o afafew i A
T Y (4T ey e & stafdor fodY ama % € g off, 9mer 8% &7 S7-umr (5) v 3v-uTT (6) ®
ITELT ¥ eI STEwTT B AT @A G5 & AEA ATt I AT SR I ATaTAH F orefiw A agieg Ay
T Rl gt suafae gfEer & sqEw feanft ¥ e @ afia ad Rt s, agareE,
frereft, e o 26l v 1 g it vty F o gEadt weEr aw AR g awen s,

e, oA Star sffae Y g 89 1 3T (3) T8 IYEY FAT 2 ¥ aemHy Wed o= fafg o
safdee feft ard & 91 gu off, 77 3w 9 © Bmd T3 wgr F 9w F 3 ad S sEty F o gdad
STTUATT,

1627 GI/2020 h
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memﬁwﬁﬁﬁwﬁw%wﬁrﬁqﬁnw WW%W
qaiaeor siT a9 warers € sfeaEan | w9 1533 (), aE 14 fBdae, 2006 (R w84 3859 Te9T
ZATST ATEREAT, 2006 FET TAT ) F AT I F7 FEATRE dww F o e e 7

e, wataer, a9 o srerarg wiade Saraa § aedt % oo graree gt 1 3T w1 F o g
Tataeefir seTafRy 1 sivear F stfter F fore st €1 nfy o st et /ET g i s
&7 o 1T T F T (Ja $[-T2A), T 21, anfe & Aqea e,

o, o, TR g, qaievor (Fesor) A, 1986 ¥ fAgw 5 ¥ 3u-faw (4) & arg wfdq yataor
(Frzerory srfafaer, 1986 (1986 FT 29) i ey 3 T Tu-aTeT (1) T IT-4T3T (2) 3 FE (v) T I=eq arfeer
FT WIRT F4T B0, SFEA §, 39 [t ¥ fom 5 % su-faw (3) F @2 (F) F afi gEar £ oo |
FforR % o= i SAFEAT H. . . 4307 (&), AT 29 TEAT, 2019 Fr SATAFT FLA gU, LT
AfAgET, 2006 # e aye FdT §, 79l -

IFd AT H, -

(i) i1 11 ®, 39-097 (2) F weArq Feterfem so-be sttt fr s, saiq -

“(3) =T i =S (o A AR sfafem, 1957 (1957 @ 67) Fit 41r 8% &1 ST-4mn (5)

# Fu-aTr (6) F IUHGY F el a9 AW @A 9 F GG AT AW AT AL 3T

afafrm ¥ 9efig ofr g9 a0 v Rt ¥ adiy s g F s At F e a

=gfaq o7 g ¥ uriw A arieg & @ ad £ svafy F fo w@edt vgar w AR g wrrect

ATty Ao afSta B o swsT e $i 7y T agr i £ qrie ¥ & v i =i ¥

o o 3ui st Regat amt % s 7 aataeefiy aamafyy, o fenf sfeoms 20 F,

zad § A o AT g, I agr e uw qeadt wga w0 el rafEefia ety & e i

orat % srpame FieT maa |t Fan ggEr ¥ oo RAfif 26T,
TR, AEA Al T AT AT 9GT L A A qrE A A7 ad A& ety F faw A
yrfers & & watereoiiT sty ¥ for arded wm G afimea wam?;
() el F wE 1 (%) F ave, 7Ee (5) F g (2) F feryor % wemtq efafad @ da i
ERIE I B
“(3) IFT TZT F A F TG TAAAT TERK FRT G @ ghaw (e i1 )
fafAaT, 1957 (1957 1 67) % Suasl ¥ 7efivt @7 93 F A7 g aF offa< w3 g o
#t mfarer argy et #1 Ao ar e i aRaga 3w stafem F adia ¢) aadia
T T et F o sretia aiwar F agere St F e | 99 g6 9t
AT T TH TR AT @47 AT F 900 F §9 § T8l gl

Giiy  =fefarss — X 3% forn, fraferfer aftfere sfenfea frar smom, i -

“gfifeee -9

T s 6 qutavofir sl i s 4 g2

frerferfar wreet & g wataeefia smraf f adar 78 rl, o9 -

1. S T T AT g A7 AT A gt g g ¥ A, de, e, el A &

fArg Skt STt 3 g (AT |
2. Eere ma g g Y Zred Fe g S gt S ot aan € & g A fagy
EISEIREENLIT

3. Tt 2R ATE 3 aeET F G 9T F S R Z2



Page 8

[HIM L—"YE 3(N)] HIL =) LIS D SR 2

4. UTH YETIA ¥ safta st & A s mareor Bt 0 datied s a ar f aaar w6
& form wa & ergaT wA

5. THRTT F 3Ry Tty aerrat a7 3T & T g, WErenT A WL JrErT A A
A ST, A= A Y, g AT i Tt R AT A, e 4
FheT 7 @it

6. AEE, TS, ot 3 vEw afdrare F forg Araw fgE £ fwed, fArame ar
TRT F7ATH

7. qAETT, AT, WEY, et A9 7 A2 Y I A T AR ydHT F Oy & o
GERIEE I BRI ER BRI EnI

8. T ST AR A ariE 14 s, 1990 i srfemgaen 1. S /90 (16)/ v~
2189 (68) / 5 — FIUTTT FIXT FTLT AT AT FI AT F TETF ITA (o7 F|

9. TraReF AETT ERT sAT AT 6 ¥ Ay qT F A (9 -029), 9T 4, g
e R

10. =T a1 Ygerer & fore el 41 gard

11, gerfeafy, oy st A 7 F frv gers S foro g aatafir semfy srfea 738 2

12. Tt wordet 71 forar gfeee a7 Sy swa qerm aifeernd ¥ ager ox Pt 7w, 7w, 2,
e Frpr, onfy # 2 areft s A el % fory areme () a1 an a7 Foaa arfE e
aTaaT AT &g ot Rafa & e s 7

13. i3 Ry, R wrer wowr g fem ar Rawt & e 7w S & =7

¥ Hrfera B Tar g
[®T. 5. ¥E=11013 / 47 / 2018-31<., T. 1 (TH)]
AT F79, dgFa gt

foroqor - e SfAREAT AT % T, ST, T 11, @ 3, I9-9T (i) 7 4. F. o1 1533 (o), 9w 14
fird=rT 2006 Ty TATrarT & wE oft =l faefafire = gy wesTedt denee e -

1, FT. 1. 1949 (&), AT 13 7497, 2008;

© & N o LN

34 3 3 4 4 3 3

—
—

1. @1, 1737 (31, A 11 sFgay, 2007, .
1. 1. 3067 (1), AT 1 fEEe, 2009;

. 4T, 695 (31), ATERE 4 =19+, 2011;

. 9T, 156 (a7), AT @ 25 SAEdt, 2012;

. ¥, 2896 (=), aTdE 13 fB¥ay, 2012;

. 3T, 674 (1), arfr@ 13 914, 2013;

. 4T, 2204 (1), AT 19 FATS, 2013;

. 3. 2555 (1), T 21 3req, 2013;

. 9T, 2559 (1), a9 22 HE, 2013;

L E. 2731 (21), arde 9 e, 2013,
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12, 1. 9. 562 (&), AE 26 FaIT, 2014;
13. 1. 9. 637 (), ATEE 28 wah, 2014;
14. &I, 41, 1599 (1), ATEE 25 94, 2014;
15. &I 91 2601 (), aHTE 7 w9FqA7, 2014;
16.  FI. 1. 2600 (1), IEIE 9 HFqa], 2014;
17. &I &, 3252 (), arfe 22 f3Hae, 2014,
18, I . 382 (3N), ATEE 3 FLATT, 2015;
19. . 3. 811 (31), AL 23 71, 2015;
20. . @1 996 (3N, AT 10 AT, 2015;
21. W &1 1142 (31), avdig 17 o8+, 2015;
22, FT. AT 1141 (), TEE 29 ¥, 2015;
23.  F1. 91 1834 (X), ITEE 6 ST, 2015,
24, FT. AT 2571 (), AT 31 HwET, 2015;
25. T @1 2572 (%), AT 14 RAaT, 2015;
26, @ AL 141 (&), e 15 AT, 2016;
27.  F. @T. 648 (31), AT 3 9T, 2016;

28. A AT, 2269 (), I 1 JATE, 2016;
29. T AT 2944 (&), i 14 =7, 2016;
30. .« 3518 (a1), AT 23 A9=Y, 2016,
31. T & 3999 (), AT¢ra 9 fRwaw, 2016;
32. . 3. 4241 (31), aria 30 fiwae, 2016;
33. T oM 3611 (o), AT 25 FqATE, 2018;
34. ST am. 3977 (21), A1 14 #°Ted, 2018;
35. . 9. 5733 (), A18@ 14 744w, 2018;
36.  #T. 1. 5736 (1), AT 15 947, 2018,
37. . 4. 5845 (), AT 26 7997, 2018;
38,  FT. oM. 345 (3), ATEE 17 S9adT, 2019;
39. T, 3. 1960 (), AT 13 S, 2019;
40. . 9. 236 (¥), AT 16 ST, 2020;
41, F. @ 751 (), AT 17 wxadl, 2020, 7
42, =, 3. 1223 (), AT 27 774, 2020 |



Page 10

LHIM T—=4E J{11)) HILO ol ISR SAHIE Y 2

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 28th March, 2020

S.0. 1224(E).—WHEREAS, vide the Mineral Laws (Amendment) Aci. 2020 (2 of 2020), the Mines and
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 (67 of 1937) thereinafter relerred to as MMDR Act) has been
amended with effect from the 10" day of January, 2020 and, infer alia, new scction 8B relating to the provisions for
transfer of statutory clearances has been inserted;

AND WHEREAS, sub-scction (2) of section 8B of the MMDR Act provides that notwithstanding anything
contained in this Act or any other law for the time being in force, the successfut bidder of mining leases expiring under
the provisions of sub-sections (5) and (6) of section RA and selected through auction as per the procedure provided under
this Act and the rules made thereunder. shall be deemed to have acquired all valid rights, approvals, clearances, licences
and the like vested with the previous lessee for a period of two years;

AND WHEREAS, sub-section (3) of section 8B of the MMDR Act provides thal notwithstanding anything
contained in any other law for the lime being in force, it shall be lawful for the new lessee to continue mining operations
on the land, in which mining operations were being carried out by the previous lessee, for a period of two years from the
date of commencement of the new lease;

AND WHEREAS, in pursuance of the aforesaid amendment to the MMDR Act, the Central Government deems
it necessary to align the relevant provisions of the notification of the Government of India in the erstwhile Ministry of
Environment and Forests number $.0. 1533 (E), dated the 14" September, 2006 (hereinafter referred to as the EIA
Notification, 2006);

AND WHEREAS, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is in the receipt of representations
for waiver of requirement of prior environmental clearance [or borrowing of ordinary earth for roads; and manual
extraction of lime shells (dead shell), shrines, cte., within inter tidal zone by the traditional community:

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conterred by sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of
section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986), read with sub-rule (4) of rule 5 of the Environment
(Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Government, after having dispensed with the requircment of notice under ¢lause {4)
of sub-rule (3) of the rulc 5 of the said rulcs, in public interest, and in supersession of the notification number
S.0. 4307(E), dated the 290" November, 2019, hereby makes the following further amendments in the EIA Notification,
2006, namely:-

In the said notification,-
(i) in paragraph 11, afier sub-paragraph (2), the following sub-paragraph shall be inserted, namely:-

(3} The successful bidder of the mining leascs, expiring under the provisions of sub-sections (5) and (6} of section
8A of the Mines and Minerals (Dcvelopment and Regulation) Act, 1957 (67 of 1957) and selected through auction
as per the procedure provided under that Act and the rules made thereunder, shall be deemed to have acquired valid
prior environmental clcarance vested with the previous lessee for a period of two years, from the date of
commencement of new lease and it shall be lawful for the new lessee to continue mining operations as per the same
terms and conditions of environmental clearance granted to the previous lessee on the said lease area for a peried of
two years from the date of commencement of new lease or till the new lessee obtains a fresh environmental
clearance with the terms and conditions mentioned theremn, whichever is carlier:

Provided that the successful bidder shall apply and obtain prior environmental clearance from the regulatory
authority within a period of two years from the date of grant of new lease.”;

(ii) in the Schedule, against the item 1{a), in the colunm {3), after clause (2} of the Note, the following clause shall be
inserted, namely:-

“(3) The evacuation or removal and transportation of alrcady mined out material lying within the mining leases
expiring under the provisions of the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 (67 of 1957), by
the previous lessce, after the expiry of the said lease, shall not form the part of the mining capacity se permitted to
the successful bidder, selected through auction as per the procedure provided under that Act and the rules made
thereunder.”;

(i) for Appendix-TX, the following Appendix shall be substituted, namely:-
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“APPENDIX-IX

EXEMPTION OF CERTAIN CASES FROM REQUIREMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE

The tollowing cascs shall not require Prior Environmental Clearance, namely:-

1.

(2%

Ll

w“

10.

12.

Extraction of ardinary clay or sand by manual mining, by the Kumhars (Potler) to prepare carthen pots, lamp,
toys, etc. as per lheir customs.

Extraction of ordinary clay or saud by manual mining, by earthen tile inakers who prepare earthen tilcs.

Removal of sand deposits on agricultural field after flood by farmers.

Customary cxtraction of sand and ordinary earih from sources situated in Gram Panchayat for personal us¢ or
community work in village.

Community works, like, de-silting of village ponds or tanks, construction of village roads, ponds or bunds
undertaken in Mahatma Gandhi Natienal Rural Employment and Guarantee Schemes, other Government
sponsored schemes and community efforts.

Cxtraction or sourcing or borrewing of ordinary earth for the lingar projects such as roads, pipelines, ete.

Dredging and de-silting of dams, rescivoirs, weirs, barrages, river and canals for the purpose of their
maintenance, upkeep and disaster management.

Traditiona] occupational work of sand by Vanjara and Qads in Gujaral vide notification number
GU/90{ 1 6YMCR-2189(68)/5-CHH, dated the 14th February, 1990 of the Government of Gujarat.

Manual extraction of lime shells (dead shell), shrines, etc., within inter tidal zone by the traditional
community.

Digging ol wells for irrigation or drinking water purpose.

Digging of foundation for buildings, not requiring prior environmental clearance, as the case may be.

Excavation of ordinary carth or clay for plugging of any breach caused in canal, nallah, drain, water body,
ete., to deal with any disaster or flood like situation upon orders of the District Collector or District Magistrate

ar

any other Competent Authority.

Activities declared by the State Government under legislations or rules as non-mining activity.”

[F. No, Z-11013/47/2018-IA.1L {M}]
GLEETA MENON, Jt. Secy.

Note: The principal notification was published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part 11, Section 3, Sub-section (ii)
vide number 8.0. 1533 (E), dated the 14" September, 2006 and subscquently aniended vide the following numbers:-

1.

R

5.0.
S.0.
5.0.
5.0
8.0,

S.0.
5.0.
S.0.
5.0.
5.0.
S.0.
5.0.
S5.0.

1949 (E}), dated the 13" November, 2006:
1737 (F), dated the 11™ October, 2007:
3067 (E), dated the 1™ December, 2009;
695 (E), dated the 4™ April, 2011;

156 (B}, dated the 25t January, 2012;
2896 (E), dated the 13" December, 2012;
674 (E), dated the 13" March, 2013;
2204 (E), dated the 19™ July, 2013;

2555 (E), dated the 21% August, 2013,
2559 (E). dated the 22™ August, 2013;
2731 (E), dated the 9" September, 2013;
562 (B, dated the 26" February, 2014;
637 (E), dated the 28" February, 2014;
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14. S.0. 1599 (E), dated the 25" June, 2014;

15, S.0.2601 (E), dated the 7" October, 2014;

16.  S.0. 2600 (E), dated the o™ October, 2014;

17. S.0. 3252 (), dated the 22™ Dccember, 2014;
18, S.0.382(E), dated the 3" February, 2015;

19, S.0. 811 (E), dated the 23" March, 2015;

20, S.0. 996 (E), dated the 10" April, 2015,

21, S.0. 1142 (E), dated the 17" April, 2015,

22, S.0. 1141 (E), dated the 29" April, 2015;

23, S.0. 1834 (E), dated the 6™ July. 2015;

24.  S.0.2571 (E), dated the 31 August, 2015;

25, S.0. 2572 (E), dated the 14™ September, 2015;
26. S.0. 141 (B), dated the 15" January, 2016;

27. S.0. 648 (E), dated the 3rd March, 2016;

28, S.0.2269(E), dated the 1st July, 2016;

29, S.0. 2944(E), dated the 14™ September, 2016;
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33, S.0. 361 I(E), dated the 25" July, 2018;
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37, 5.0. 5845(E), dated the 26th November, 2018;
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& 1795] 7% faeelt, gaaTT, AdA 20, 2022/97 30, 1944
No. 1795] NEW DELHI, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20, 2022/CHAITRA 30, 1944
watera, 3 o steETy eiEds A

T% &=, 20 =rd=1, 2022

1A, 1886(3).—Fd FvaTe watarw e 7w Fanr ¥ qdadt saer # i (@)
wfafaer, 1986 1 a1 (3) 1 ST-RT (1) X IT-4TT (2) F @2 (v) F AT = il w7 9 Fd
70, wafavor waTeTa feteor afrgEa, 2006 (R ga¥ o g Sy s, 2008 FET AT B),
TR i T st % R o waraRetty S s = ¥ e, e L 1533(), e
14 farg=T, 20086 FTT THIAT T 2

S ST Tt T fatrer sfder (Tadariun) &7 7o T @ ¥ st A geqrd §
form matee AR (S R A i aE F g sereifon sfRe am wi A gy ey '\
S9TET AfRpEAT, 2006 F Fratraa ¥ oy watawr (weem) afafm, 1986 I T 3 FT IT-TIT (3) F
e T T

s 71w TrtEer guTeTe et s & wrtaor G5 geEe afEr § e 9eg 9t §
mﬁaﬂwmﬁm%aﬁtmmwmﬁwﬁq&mﬁt%@maﬁmsﬁﬁw?ﬁﬁnwﬁﬁw
TS F ATeqw F T 47 T AAATSA F7 &7 147 E;

ATA9TF THEAAT 3;

S A1 A, et aEr  wge T dedl F ary gt T d amfis uge w
HefarT waet @ £ TRt w1 oeg A a7 o gearwa G o e 2, Bl g aemT g e
Fyarsit F1 wrw § TEd gu AT Y § qoATRA TAT AALTE AHA &

2770 G1/2022 (h
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qq: A, FEF qOET, T (Feemy Ay, 1986%%@5#@-%(4)#wqﬁ?
i (Hean) afdfaow, 1986 (1986 F1 20) FY aner 3 Fit -2 (1) o7 IT-9777 (2) F g (v) g7
v TRt 1 ST Fd gU I At F e 5 5 3r-Faw (3) % @ () F o i ff ok
AHTH FEA & TETE, AlRed ¥ TR 9T i Achrdy qaiaon vd a9 qarag fit dfeg=Ear geqrh
FEMT. 1533(), AT 14 Fawar, 2006, sfergear § Fafefea @ gongs wedt g Faiq-

I AfeR=T H-
(1) 037 4 8, I9-1 (i %) & #v 0w, FRreferfera v s, i -
(5 ) LT TET AT ATERF A7 qRAT wged 7 At § ar (578 T avFT qrey dpzwrT 6 2grard,
TIFIAF FTGETH ST T qFATH & BT et g3+ ‘& R giorns @it sifargtera faar a4 & ar aga
FrFAT 47 ST A7 [ a1 o] aRTisrst % sl wafawer & gager RArwardl w1 9T 537
T @ 297 ey & 77 SfewfaT aug-Aar & afaw [@afaT § y aaa-a97 17 59 qae 7 347
HTEFIAT HrAEe) F 707 FAT &, 378 FR1T &V 97 g @ oRIlTTras & w7 F &9 37 e
(2) TP H, -
(i) 7% 1(F) F ATHA,-

(F) T (3) ¥, -

(F) AT-FTAAT G 7% F A" ¥ "> 100 gFIC @A agr &7 ¥ w4 07, ferae v s,
ERICHE

"I F AATHT A TG GiAST 9 T8 F Hefe H >250 gHAT G 97 &

(@) ">150 gF2ae" gefier, e ofiT ST F ToIT T, "> 500 FHFAT TA1, A ST feqe 7@ S,
(=) T (4) #, -
(F) TT-ArTat gA F T ¥ <100 THIT FAT TZT &7 F T T,

T GIAT GAT YZ F AT F T GFT 07 47 A7 FAAd F AqA I §GF GlAT 7T GE F
Fefsr § <250 FFTT GAT TS &7

(7) "<150 BeFea<" & eI, dF T A F B 9 "<500 TRAT' F T, 46 AT 44T W
S,

(ii) 7% 1(3T) & AAA, -

(F) w9 (3) H, -
() W AT (i) A, "> 50 AMATE, T, FFC AT AAL F WA T "> 100 FAE T, AwL
oA epery ¥ S,
(@) F = (i) 3 3o i afafeat o vy fE s

(=) = (4) ¥, -

(F) 9 "&aT (i) #, "<50 WA T, S ST w7 F wqw 97, <100 HATEE AT, iR A A8
T U,

(&) 7 == (i) 7, -
(1y "#frT <50,000 TFAT" ored, T 3T ofF F1 07 Fam s,
(11 37 () ® =eoft §, "7 <50,000" or=3, w1 7 3 w1 A fa S o
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() wEoT (5) W, s ST (i) ¥ v, Frafalae ww dwe s e S s, eraid -

i) FFTTIT qET & G TS RSt aT g #2407 v 77 A & R % [T B
I

(iif) 7Z 1(=T) F AT, -

() 7T (3) F, "> 50 FRTTET" A, stwt AT AT F w7, "> 100 HrEE” Sl T 3R serdl
FT TET ST,

(@) T (4) ¥, *<50 FAvrATe WA, e A Fev F T 09, <100 HAAE" I, qFe AT a8 T
ST,
(iv) 71 2(F) F |THA, -
(F) T (3) &, ">1" TERT AT 3 F AT G, ">2.5 "TATH AL A B TAT ST,
(@) T (4) &, "<1" TfF ST 35 F A 09, "< 2.5" Tl iy o 7 S
() T+t (5) R 4w & g, faferia e st emfaa B s, JT; -
"W@T@?ﬁ%sﬁﬁ?ﬁwgﬁﬁwﬁ#%wqﬁﬁmwwﬁmﬁ#mw
TR 3 T e & F ST 35 ¥ A7 759 €t 7%, qAriedfa, ({9 A s
STTYT TG
(v) W= 2 () F AT, -
(F) T (3) ¥, faermm wfafdet &1 = B s,

() 7T (4) F, "<0.5 R A @1 geaa” wefie, oi, = T quT F w4 0, qeft =fAs
P g, T Ft iR a e TR faAr arse T S,

() & (5) ¥ Ferer & % o, e 81 T s,
T -

wfrere I ST w3 T T @A RS @A TgT 8% Y FRr s 97 e
ﬁmw@nmamﬁaﬁ,ww,mw&qﬂmﬁ%ﬁqﬁwxﬁm%wl";

(vi) 9 7 () ¥ aTA -
() =T (3) #, "weft afsETar sredl & = ax et 7 gf e e T S,
(@) Tt (4) W, FrerferfR siaenfia fe s, srafd;: -
wepeft FreeTT TR, Ry gars it off aftafer & ot anforas e ¥ o )
[T /. AT 3-22/10/2022-3740, 1]

froqur ;e arfSrEsAT SITCA ¥ TS, SEET, AW 1, G 11, IT-EE (i), T Fa. 1533(31), ATE
14 fa=T, 2006 T TR 41 TE o s SfgEAT dear Far 1807(), AE 12 9,
2022 FTT wTae werrere T T oT |
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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 20th April, 2022
5.0. 1886(12).—WIIEREAS, the Central Government in the erstwhile Ministry of Environment
and Forests, in exercise of its powers under sub-section (1) and clause (v} of sub-section (2) of section (3)
of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 has published the Environment Impact Assessment Notification,

2006 (hereinafter referred to as the EIA Notification, 2006), vide number S.0.1533 (E), dated the 14th
September, 2006 for mandating prior environmental clearance for certain category of projects;

And whereas, the State Environment Impact Asscssment Authorities (SEIAAs) have been
constituted under sub-scction (3) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection} Act, 1986 for
implementation of the EIA Notification, 2006 at State level for exercising delegated powers to consider and
grant Environmental Clearance (EC) for all proposals under Category B;

And whercas, the SEIAAs have gained substantial experience over the past fifteen years in the EC
appraisal process and the process at the State level has also been made completely online through the
PARIVESH portal for efficient and transparent disposal of EC proposals;

And whereas, the Central Government deems it necessary to further decentralise the EC process for
facilitating clearances at State level;

And whereas, as on date, category ‘B’ projects, relating to national defence and strategic
importance with significant element of security involvement are also being appraised at the State level
whicl, the Central Government deems it necessary to be appraised centrally taking into account national
SCCUrity conecns;

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section
(2) of section 3 ot the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986),read with sub-rule(4) of rule 5 of
the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Government, after having dispensed with the
requirement of notice under clause (a) of sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the said rules, in public interest, hereby
makes the following further amendments in the notification of the Government of India, in the erstwhile
Ministry of Environment and Forests, number S.0. 1533 (E), dated the 14th September, 2006, namely:-

In the said notification,-
{1} in paragraph 4, for sub-paragraph (iii a), the following shall be substituted, namely:-
{iii a) Such Category B’ projects, refating to the National defence or strategic or security importance or
those as notified by the Central Governnient on accowant of exigencies sich as pandemics, natural disasters
or to promote environmenlally friendly activities under National Programmes or Schemes or Missions or
such projects which are inordinately delaved bevond the stipulated timeline as laid down in this
notification and also meet the eviteria as laid dowa in this regard from time to time, shall he considered at
the Central leve! as Category ‘B’ projecis;
(2) in the Schedule,—

(i) against item 1{a),—~

(a) in column {(3},—

{A) for “>100 ha. of mining lease area in respect of non-coal mining lease”, the following shall
be substituted, namely:—

“>250 ha mining lcasc arca in respect of major mincral mining lease other than coal™;

(B) for the symbol. figures and letters *> 150 ha”, the symbol, tigures and letters “> 500 ha”
shall be substituted;

{b) in column (4),—-
(A) for “< 100 ha of mining lcase arca in respect of non-coal mine lease”, the following shall be
substituted, namely:—

“All mining lease arca in respect of minor mineral mining leases and < 250 ha mining lease area
in respect of major mineral mining lease other than coal”;



Page 17

[0 1—&7 3(ii)) ST F1 TGS AETITO 5

(B) for the symbols, figurcs and letters < 150 ha”, the symbols, figures and letters “< 500 ha”
shall be substituted;

(il) against item [(¢)—
(a) in column (3),~

(A) in serial number (i), for the symbols, figures and letters *=> S0 MW7, the symbols,
figures and letters “>100 MW" shall be substituted;

(B) serial number (ii) and the entries relating thercto shall be omitted;
(b) in column (4),—

(A) in serial number (i), for the symbol, figures and letters < 50 MW™, the symbol, figures
and letters “< 100 MW shall be substituted;

(B) in serial number (ii),—
(T) the word, symbol and figures “and < 50,000 ha.” shall be omitted;

(1) in point (c) in the table, the word, symbol and figures “to < 50,000 shall be
omitted;

(¢) in column (5), after serial number (i), the following serial number shall be inserted,
namely:—

“(iii) Irrigation projects involving Inter-State issues shall be appraised at Central level without
change in category.”;

(i) against item 1{d),—

(a) in column (3), for the symbols, figures and letters “> 50 MW?, the symbols, figures and letters
“= 100 MW" shall be substituted;

(b) in column (4), for the symbol, figures and letters “< 50 MW", the symbol, figures and letters
“< 100 MW" shall be substituted:

{iv} against item 2(a),-

(a) in column (3), for the symbols and figure “>17, the symbols and figures “> 2.5" shall be
substituted;

(b) in column (4), for the symbols and figure “<I”, the symbols and figures < 2.57 shall be
substituted;

(c) in column (5), after the cxisting paragraph, the following paragraph shall be inserted, namely:—

“Intcgrated coal mining projects with washerics located within mining lcasc arca shall continug to
be considered at Central level or State level, as the case may b, as per the extant threshold for coal
mining projects.”;

{v} against item 2 (b),—
(a) in column (3), the existing entries shall be omitted;

(b) in column (4), for the symbol, figures, words and letters “< 0.5 million TPA throughput”, the
words “All mineral beneficiation projects irrespective of the procedure for beneficiation™ shall be
substituted, -

(¢) in column (5), after the existing paragraph, the following paragraph shall be inscrted, namely:-

“Integrated mining projects with beneficiation plants located within mining lease arca shall
continue to be considered at Central level or State level, as the case may be. as per the extant
threshold for mining projects.”;

(vi) against item 7 (a),~

(a) in column (3), for the words “All projects”, the words “All new projects” shall be substituted;



Page 18

O ] ,,THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PART [1I—SEC. 3(ii)

{b) in column (4), the following shall be inserted, namely:—
“All expansions projects, including airstrips, which are for commercial use.”.

[F. No. IA3-22/10/2022-1A.11{]
Dr. SUNIT KUMAR BAJPAYEE, Jt. Sccy.

Note : The principal notification was published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, Section III,
sub-section (ii), vide, number S.0. 1533(E), dated the 14th September, 2006 and was tast amended,
vide, the notification number S.0. 1807(E), dated the 12th April, 2022,
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